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What

Luther S a y s A b o u t
Money

People Are Money-Mad. Everybody is concerned about piling up much money for
himself. Produce and victuals these avaricious folk do not value so highly as money,
although they cannot devour it. And yet the world considers money of sole
importance, as though body and soul depended on it. God and one's neighbor are
despised, and mammon is served. (W-T 4, No. 4036)
Money Cannot Buy the Best Things It is said of King Midas, who wished that everything he touched
would turn into gold, that when he took a knife at table, it became gold; his cup, beer, wine, and whatever
he touched turned to gold. But he could not consume the gold. Now he has had enough gold, but what good
does it do him? It cannot help a man attain life; it cannot give the grace of God or turn aside His wrath. A
fine god indeed! And yet people do not see this. (W 37, 144)
The Rough Race for Riches Goes On. Nowadays one sees a scrambling after riches from the lowliest
station up to the highest, even among those who want to be called Christians. It is a sin and a shame to hear
this. Nearly everybody falls into this shameful avarice. But such behavior may well be called a life of
swine. For the strongest hog at the trough pushes the others away, as though it wanted to devour everything
alone. Just so things go on in the world of today. Everybody goes his way in security and not only gives
nothing but takes whatever he can possibly get. SL 11, 1297F
Money Should Be Servant, Not Sovereign. To put it very briefly, God does not want us to serve money
and possessions. Nor does He want us to worry. But He does want us to work and leave the worry to Him.
Let him who has possessions be the master of these possessions. He who serves is a servant and does not
have the possessions, but the possessions have him. For he dare not use them when he wants to; nor does
he dare serve others with them. In fact, he is not bold enough to touch the stuff. But if he is master of the
possessions, the possessions serve him, and he does not serve them. He, then, may use the possessions, as
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50th Anniversary Edition:
This issue marks the year of the 50th Anniversary of the ELCR. We are
thankful for the many blessings God has given us over that time,
especially His Word in its truth and purity. Throughout the year 2016
we plan to bring articles centred on this theme. May God graciously
grant that we all continue in the precious truths of His Word.

Abraham, David, Job, and other wealthy people did. . . . When he sees a man who has no coat, he says to
his money: Come out, young Mr. Gulden! There is a poor naked man who has no coat; you must serve
him. Over there lies a sick man who has no refreshment. Come forth, Sir Dollars! You must be on your
way; go and help him. People who handle their possessions in this way are masters of their possessions.
And, surely, all honest Christians will do this. But the folk who are saving much money and are forever
scheming how to make the pile larger and not smaller are servants. SL 11, 1619f
Acknowledgment: From What Luther Says , Book 2, Nos 3060, 3062, 3063, 3075, 1986 Copyright Concordia Publishing
House. Reproduced with permission under licence number 16:1;1.

Devotion  Are We Truly Thankful?
Psalm 95:2, 3: Let us come before His presence, with thanksgiving and
make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
his good, even his trials (Romans 8:28). God will
allow problems to come our way, but if we respond
or the Christian, every day should be a
in faith, God will see to it personally that we will
Thanks-giving Day; indeed, our whole lives
grow as Christians. He will continue to allow
should be lives of thankfulness. In the Bible, God
storms, to ground the roots of our faith deep into
instituted days of thanksgiving, for example, the
the soil of His Word. We also pray more in the
Passover. At various times the faithful men of the
midst of problems. It’s been well said that you will
Bible erected altars and monuments to show their
see more from your knees than on your tiptoe.
thanks to the Lord for His deliverance, as Jacob
A man once watched a butterfly struggling to
did at Bethel. Moses led the entire nation of Israel
get
out of its cocoon. In an effort to help it, he took
in a song of thanksgiving to the Lord
a
razor
blade and carefully slit the edge of the
commemorating their deliverance from the
cocoon.
The
butterfly escaped from its problem…
Egyptians. Therefore it is very God-pleasing that
but immediately died. It is God’s way to have the
we of the ELCR should display our thanksgiving
butterfly struggle. It is the struggle that causes its
to the Lord for His preservation by
tiny heart to beat fast, and send the life’s blood into
commemorating 50 years of the blessing of the
its wings.
Word of God in its truth and purity.
Trials have their purpose. They make us
The ELCR was born out of trial. The decision
struggle
in the cocoon in which we often find
had to be made- to stand for the Word of God, or
ourselves. It is there that the life’s blood of faith
to oppose it. But even in times of testings, we
in God helps us spread our wings. Faith and
should learn to be thankful. The apostle Paul said,
thanksgiving are close friends. If you have faith in
‘I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful
God, you will be thankful because you know His
in all our tribulation.’ (2 Corinthians 7:4). He
loving hand is upon you, even though you are in a
knew that God was working all things together for
lion’s den. That will give you a deep sense of joy,
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which is the barometer of the depth of faith you
have in God.
Why is thanksgiving so important?

2. God deserves it.
He is Lord and King, He is our Creator and
Saviour. He is the supreme Ruler of all things and
simply because of Who He is He deserves all our
praise. But He is also good and generous and this
should prompt us to shower him with thanks for
every good gift we have (James 1:17).

1. It is a matter of obedience.
God commands us to be a people who give thanks
in all things (1 Thess. 5:18)
In everything give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

Psalm 100.

An Invitation to All Men to Serve the True God
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with
gladness, come before His presence with singing. Know ye that the
Lord, He is God, it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates
with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise; be thankful unto
Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good, His mercy is
everlasting; and His truth endureth to all generations.
A psalm of praise, properly placed here to close
this wonderful series of praise anthems, the
summons here being to give thanksgiving to God,
the Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor of men.
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, (with the
voice of exultant singing), all ye lands, (Ps. 98, 4).
Serve the Lord with gladness, (not in the fear and
terror of the Law, but with the joy flowing from
true faith); come before His presence with
singing, (with shouts of homage to the mighty and
merciful Ruler).
Know ye that the Lord, He is God, (that is the
basis of a proper understanding of the divinity,
that Jehovah alone is the true God); it is He that
hath made us, (by His almighty, creative power),
and not we ourselves, (everything that we are and
have is a gift of His goodness and grace, and we
may well think of the entire explanation of the
First and the Second Article of the Creed at this
point); we are His people, (the believers, the true
spiritual Israel), and the sheep of His pasture, (in
the care of the great Good Shepherd).
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into
His courts with praise, (all men being invited to
join the congregation of the Lord which has its
place of worship in His temple, wherever His
Word is preached); be thankful unto Him, (for all
the richness of His spiritual blessings), and bless
His name, (declaring the works performed by His
wonderful attributes).
For the Lord is good, (Ps. 25, 8; 34, 8); His
mercy, (the liberality of His divine favour, on the
basis of the redemption), is everlasting; and His
truth, (the faithfulness of His promises and of His

love), endureth to all generations, (from one
generation to the next, as long as the world will
stand, every new generation of believers learning
and proclaiming this wonderful song of praise in
honour of Jehovah the Messiah, as it will be sung
also throughout eternity).
3. It changes us.
Learning to live a life of thankfulness will
make us more observant of all of the wonders
God brings into our lives. This, in turn, will make
our love for God grow, which results in us being
better prepared to handle those times when we
find ourselves in need and in pain.
4. Praise exalts God in the eyes of others.
It’s a way to show how beautiful he is as we
point to his character and work. Psalm 50:23:
Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth Me; and to
him that ordereth his conversation aright, will I
show the salvation of God.
How can we know if we are thankful?
1. Do we often think of all of God’s mercies
and graces in our lives? Is His praise often in our
lips? This is a sign of thankful hearts.
2. Is our love for God growing? His generosity
toward us should move us from loving his gifts to
loving Him as Giver.
3. Are we good stewards? Thankfulness leads us
to be careful with the gifts we have received.
Thankful Christians are careful with their physical
3
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possessions, their body, and with their family and
friends.

the midst of pain, disappointment and hardship
has learned thankfulness.
God calls us to be thankful because it is right.
It is right to praise our God but it is also for our
benefit. A thankful heart cannot lose. It makes our
bright days brighter and out hard days easier to
handle. It lifts our countenance towards heaven
and from there comes our hope, our joy, our
salvation, and our eternal home. May we never
cease to thanks and praise the Lord for everything
He has done to bring and preserve us in the one
true faith. May it ever be our heart’s desire to
persevere in this faith unto our end.—TJW.

4. Are we obedient? The truly thankful understand
what it is they have been saved from. This
gratitude for the greatest of all gifts leads us to
follow Jesus and do as He commands.
5. Are our complaints fading? A thankful heart is
less likely to complain in frustrating
circumstances or get angry in hard times. It is
easy to be thankful when skies are blue and the
sun is shining, but it is another story when the
storm rolls in. The person who can praise God in

Following the Biblical Faith of our Fathers
(Translation of old Orthodox Lutheran Works)

LEARN THE BIBLICAL LESSONS FROM THE PAST
By God's grace alone, as we celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of our ELCR this year, let us, as many
Psalms (136 and 78) urge the believing Israelites,
REMEMBER, the slavery of false doctrine from
which God in His mercy has rescued us, let us VALUE
the gift of the manna of God's pure Word, and show
our thanks to our Heavenly Father by rededicating
ourselves in Child-like faith in Christ to HOLD FAST
to and to LIVE ACCORDING to all the precious
truths of the Bible no matter what happens.
In the following portion by Dr. Janzow he shows how
double talk, ambiguous words and the vile ‘Open
Questions’ principle were used by the UELCA to give
the pretence of agreement when there was no true
agreement on the doctrine of verbal Inspiration of
Scripture. This tactic was used in the discussions between the old former ELSA and the Immanuel
Synod in the late 1880's and in 1927 as Janzow shows. This was used in all the doctrinal differences in
the formulation of the Thesis of Agreement (1959) and Document of Union (1965) as Pastor Kleinig has
clearly shown and as men from the UELCA have later admitted.
This has led to the further
spread of error in the Lutheran
Church of Australia as the leaven
or yeast of false doctrine has
spread like a rotten apple in a case
of good apples makes the whole
case rotten (Gal.5:9). Once error is
allowed to be tolerated with Truth,
the authority to remove it has gone
and it spreads so that the very
doctrine of salvation by grace
through faith in Christ comes under
attack.
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When the Lord wants to punish people who become careless and indifferent to His Word, He
allows them to lose their horror of and dread of error. When people think that false doctrine is merely
a different but acceptable opinion, rather than
rebellion against and defiance of God's Word,
then they no longer read the Bible much nor do
they really care what is taught, nor are they
interested in souls being truly won for Christ
through the Gospel.
May the Lord ever give us in His grace and
mercy the determination to oppose and remove all
error, to hold steadfastly to and to base our faith on
the absolute Truth of God's Word.
That is why we can learn much from our old
faithful teachers like Dr. Janzow.

Why Still The Division?
[By Dr. W. Janzow1, the General President of our former ELSA (Evangelical
Lutheran Synod in Australia); Taken from The Australasian Theological Review
(1931-32) where he points out the real differences between our old church and
the UELCA (United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia) which were
never settled before the Union in 1965 and were cunningly compromised with
clever double talk in the Theses of Agreement.]
THESIS ONE: It is God's will that we Christians in matters of faith adhere
firmly, steadfastly to the pure doctrine of God's Word in all its parts in
word and actions. That is crucial for us (Continued from November-December
Steadfast 2015.)
THE FALSE DOCTRINE OF THE UNITED CHURCH2

Theses 1 on the Doctrine of Inspiration

So then also in the 'Theses on the (Doctrine of) Inspiratio’3 which were read to us in those union
discussions and later were put in writing and officially submitted to us, this difference the United Church
and our Synod came to light even though in a more veiled manner.

Dr.W. Janzow (1875-1949) graduated from the old Missouri Synod Concordia St. Louis Seminary in 1900. After serving
congregations in America he served the Adelaide congregation in South Australia from 1907-1945. He was President of the South
Australian District from 1913 to 1923 and General President of the ELSA from 1923 until 1941. In 1934 the St. Louis Seminary
awarded him the Doctor of Divinity.
2 Another name by which the UELCA (United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia) was known in those days.
3 In a Fellowship Day Essay in 1972 Pastor Kleinig presents these Theses as follows: (The UELCA) around 1927 submitted
through their intersynodical committee, at a meeting in Adelaide with representatives of the ELCA, the following theses on
Inspiration:
1. For us as for the Congregation of believers in general God’s Word is Scripture as we now have it in our hands.
2. Because Scripture is inspired by the Spirit of God it follows as a matter of course that no errors are present in the Word as
originally inspired by Him.
3. This does not exclude the presence of irregularities attached to the outward form of God’s Word, due to the fact that the
Holy Ghost spoke through holy men to whose human imperfections He condescended to accommodate Himself. This applies
especially to the present-day text corrupted by copyists and other adverse circumstances as well as to translations based on the
aforementioned text.
4. The doctrine that by the Inspiration of Scripture is meant the ‘impulse to write’ as well as the ‘suggestion of matters and
words’ is also our doctrine.
5. As far as the comprehension of the relation between the divine and human factors responsible for the origin of Holy Writ
is concerned, we still see problems facing the church, and realise that it is the church’s solemn duty to work towards their
solution.
6. While thus recognising that there are still problems in the area of the doctrine of inspiration, and while hoping that this
doctrine will yet be better comprehended and presented, we nevertheless reject as error any further development of this doctrine
1
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When it is first of all there stated in exactly the same Thesis One: ‘For us as for the Congregation of
believers in general God’s Word is Scripture as we now have it in our hands,’ then everything here
appears at the first glance to be in order. But if we take a somewhat closer look at the construction of the
sentence, then we miss here, above all, the clear commitment to the Scripture doctrine of Inspiration. It
does not precisely state: ‘Scripture is God's Word for us,’ ---then that would have indeed been the clear
doctrine of Scripture --but states: ‘God’s Word is Scripture as we now have it in our hands.’ But
these words are something entirely different. Certainly we still today have God's Word, the entire Word
of God, which God has placed in writing for the salvation of mankind; for God's promise that the
Word of the Lord endures for ever (Ps.119:184) guarantees to the world the full possession of God's
Word until the last day. When then in this connection it is said that also every faithful translation of the
Holy Scriptures deserves the title of honour ‘God's Word’, then when also that is understood in an
ordinary sense it is not to be discarded.
But if by the words, ‘Scripture as we now have it in our hands’, every existing Bible text (in the
translations) is now to be declared to be God's Word without qualification, then this is not true in regard
to the doctrine of Holy Scripture. For when the Bible says, ‘All scripture is given by inspiration of God’
(2 Tim.3:16), ‘For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning;’
(Rom.15:4), ‘The Scripture cannot be broken’ (John 10:35), it ascribes the title of honour, ‘God's Word’,
above all only to the original inspired Text of the Bible which was written by the holy writers. As certain
indeed as also every faithful translation of the original Text of Scripture likewise deserves this
distinction, so certain also it remains that every translation is subject to the judgment of the originally
inspired written Text and if need be it must be corrected or expounded according to the same original
inspired Text if the title ‘God's Word’ is to be applied to it with complete correctness.
As it reads this Thesis, however, leads us further away from the framework (scope) of the Scripture
doctrine of Inspiration, disregards (pays no attention to) the well-known fact that we also ‘have in our
hands’ such editions of the Holy Scriptures which do not reproduce the sense of the holy writers in all
places, but, as for example, a Catholic translation, which departs considerably from the original text and
so forces something into the Bible text and which does not reproduce in all parts faithfully the sense of
the originally inspired written Text, and does not have the additional stamp of ‘God's Word’ on it.
Therefore because of its vague inaccuracy as a confessional proposition this Thesis is completely
useless (of no value). But it is definitely reprehensible when people want to preserve and adhere firmly to
it in spite of its deceptive wording; for in this way the term ‘God's Word’ which is referred to is so
general and diluted that it is an empty, meaningless phrase and those who want to confess this statement
are exposed to the suspicion that they are just as much frivolously playing sport with this expression as
the modern, unbelieving theologians who also before the
people gladly call the Bible God's Word, but in deed and in
truth5, in spite of this pious talk, regard and treat many parts
of Holy Scripture as the untrustworthy word of man.
Therefore we ourselves cannot confess our agreement to this
Thesis as it is written. (ATR, 1932, pages 5, 6. To Be
Continued; italicised emphasis is Janzow's; some paragraphs
shortened)
Translator's comment: Let us, for the sake of our soul's
salvation, steadfastly adhere to what Dr. Walther states in his
Law and Gospel (Page 277): ‘Proper terms must be
employed, for the Apostle Paul beseeches the entire
congregation at Corinth to “speak the same thing”. 1 Cor.
1:10. They are not to use divergent terms when expounding
the same doctrine. The apostle adds another important remark:
“that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and
in the same judgment. ‘Teaching the same doctrine is of no avail if it is not done in the same mind and
which would in any way alter the church’s certainty that it possesses in the Scriptures the inspired, inerrant source of divine
truth. (Underlinings ours, F.G.K.).’
4 Ps.119:89, ‘For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.’ In the original Dr. Janzow has Ps.119:18, ‘Open thou mine eyes,
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy Law.’ But in the context, ‘the Word of the Lord endures for ever (Janzow has: "des
Herrn Wort ewiglich bleibt”),’ it seems that he is referring to Ps.119:89 in Luther's Bible which reads, ‘HERR, dein Wort
bleibt ewiglich, soweit der Himmel ist (Lord, Thy Word endures forever, as far as Heaven is).’
5 See how this expression is used in 1 John 3:18.
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in the same judgment. The United (unierte) Church affords a pertinent illustration. Its teachers may
speak as we do, but they do not connect the same sense and meaning with the words that we do.
These two things, then, are required of you: the same doctrine in the same terms and the same mind
and judgment.’
—(BLW).

Brief History Of Why The ELCR Was Formed
EARLY HISTORY
After the Lutheran Church was first established in Australia by Pastor Kavel in 1838 and Pastor
Fritzsche, it was only a few years before a split took place between them. At a Synod held at Bethany in
1846, Kavel separated with his people, forming two churches which we loosely term the Kavel section
and the Fritzsche section. Kavel taught falsely in the Millennium, protested against the Lutheran
Confessions, and demanded all accept his Apostolic Constitution. These two streams of Lutheranism in
Australia can be traced from that time until today. The Fritzsche section later on became known as the
ELSA (Evangelical Lutheran Synod in Australia, changing its name to the ELCA in the 1940s). The
Kavel section joined together in 1921 with other likeminded Lutheran churches to form the UELCA
(United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia).
Both these church bodies remained faithful to the principles that had been held to by their founders.
As Kavel had departed from the Scriptures in his teachings, so the UELCA had departed from God’s
Word in many matters. As Fritzsche had believed and taught according to God’s Word, so the ELSA in
general had remained true to God’s Word. The ELCR regards itself as the continuation of the orthodox
Lutheranism which was established by Pastor Fritzsche and his followers.
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ELSA AND UELCA
In 1928 negotiations between the two bodies were attempted. However, they broke up because the
differences were too great. In what did these differences consist? The UELCA taught falsely in the
following matters: Open Questions, Holy Scriptures, the Last Things, the Millennium, Antichrist,
Conversion of Israel, Church and Ministry, Election, Christ as the God-man, Attitude to the Lutheran
Confessions, Sunday, Church Fellowship and Engagement. These differences were clearly recognized by
both churches, and prevented any union between them. The ELCR today has the same teaching in these
doctrines as the old ELSA had one hundred years ago.
A CHANGE IN THE ELSA (ELCA)
Already in 1930, Prof Zschech made the comment to Pastor Kleinig, ‘We
(the ELSA) are no longer the old ones. A different spirit is entering our
church.’
In 1926 Dr Hamann (snr) was called as
professor to Concordia Seminary (ELSA),
Adelaide. Being a highly educated man, he
was soon highly respected by the ELSA.
But sadly he was infected with a false view
on the doctrine of Church Fellowship. In
1941 he wrote an article in the Theological
Magazine of his church proposing a change
in position on the doctrine of Church
Fellowship. The ELSA had taught that no
church fellowship could take place until
there was complete unity in matters of
Professor E.W. Zschech
doctrine and practice. Fellowship must be
denied to all false teachers. Now Hamann claimed, in regard to Rom 16:1718, that the command, ‘Mark and Avoid,’ should no longer be applied to all
Hamann Snr
false teachers, but only to those who can be proven to be unbelievers.
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This false position was accepted by the ELCA (its new name) in
1948, at a Pastoral Conference held at Jindera, NSW. This
conference also agreed to allow prayer fellowship between the
committees of both churches, who had commenced union
negotiations again in 1941. At that time no agreement had been
reached in matters of doctrine between them. Sadly, only one lone
voice from the ELCA, that of Dr W Janzow, a former President of
the ELSA, raised objections to these changes in the doctrine of
Church Fellowship.
OUTWARD UNION ACHIEVED/ FORMATION OF LCA
After this change in position of 1948, the ELCA quickly gave
way to the UELCA’s position in one doctrinal matter after another. A
document called the Theses of Agreement was drawn up, which
Dr J.W.C Janzow
supposedly settled the differences between the two churches.
However, it was based on the evil Open Questions Principle, having cleverly worded statements which
allowed each side to retain their former teachings. This dangerous principle falsely claims that where
there are differences in doctrine between two churches, they may agree to disagree, agreeably. This is
clearly seen in the Theses of Agreement, Theses I, para 4 (e), which states that differences in doctrine
need not hinder fellowship between the two
churches. The Theses of Agreement were
adopted by the UELCA in 1956 and the ELCA
in 1959.
However, union did not occur for another six
years because of the different overseas bodies
with which both churches were in fellowship.
The UELCA, for example, was a member of
the LWF (Lutheran World Federation). The
LWF was a fellowship of liberal Lutheran
Church bodies from throughout the world. The
ELCA refused to be a part of the LWF on
conscience grounds. This was a clear sign that
there was no true unity between the two
churches.
Finally, in 1965 the Document of Union was
drawn up which proposed that both churches
cease their overseas fellowships, in order that
union could proceed. Differences in these
matters were declared to be Open Questions,
and the suggestion made that such differences
be settled after union by the united church (the
Loehe, Schiotz, Koehne signing Document of Union
LCA). Both churches accepted this document
in 1965, resulting in the declaration of
fellowship in November 1965, and formation of the LCA in 1966. This was a sad day for true
Lutheranism in Australia.
—G L Winter.

Home - Happy and Holy

ome years ago a weekly asked its readers to send in their
definitions of home. Among the replies which it received were
the following:
‘Home is a world of strife shut out ̶ a world of love shut

S
in.’
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‘Home is the blossom of
which heaven is the fruit.’
‘The father's kingdom, the
children's paradise, the mother's
world.’
‘Home is the castle whose
walls shield the child, whose fires
warm the aged, and whose light
guides all.’
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‘Home is a little hollow scooped out of the windy hill of the
world, where we can be shielded from its cares and annoyances.’
No doubt those who sent in the answers felt something of what the
English poet felt who, when under the spell of beautiful outdoor nature
in spring-time, wrote:
I feel
What I can ne'er express, yet cannot all conceal.
Just so the English clergyman, speaking of home, declared that
there is no word in the English language which has so much music and
poetry in it as the word home. Why, even the animals feel the
attraction of home. Does not the horse pull the carriage with a hearty
good will when his face is toward home? When men used horses, they
often remarked that these invariably came home in less time than it
took them to make the journey out.
It was this devotion, love, and attachment for home which caused
the poet to write those beautiful lines: Home, home, sweet home! Be it
ever so humble, There's no place like home.

But, of course, this is all said of the real home, a happy home.
There are homes which do not deserve the name, homes which do not
attract, but repel. Therefore we have had such stories and plays as Why
Girls Leave Home and Why Sons Leave Home. Poor, poor souls to
whom that very place where they are to find renewal of strength,
comfort, and cheer against the gloom and disasters of the world,
repose and peace from the strife and contentions of earth, — where
this place has become a very thorn in the flesh! And there are many
such wretched, miserable, and unhappy homes. Indeed, when reading
our dailies, we at times almost get the impression that there are
nothing but these unhappy homes. Many young people therefore
actually fear to enter matrimony and found a home. The coarse jests of
the world indicate that the world hardly thinks of anything but the
misery of the home.
Is there something wrong, then, with God's creation? God
certainly did not create evil. God certainly does not intend that there
should be unhappy homes. God is the Founder and the Creator of
the happy and holy home. When He created man, He expressly
declared that man should have a home, and although He created the
entire world, He yet prepared a special Paradise as the home of man
and gave him a companion for this Paradise, saying: ‘It is not good
that the man should be alone.’ The origin of marriage and of home
is in God. The monasteries and nunneries of the Romanists have their
origin in the despair and disappointment which come from Satan.
And yet men and women need not make mistakes and bring
misery and sorrow and despair upon themselves. God, who knows
all things and who never makes a mistake, stands ready to take His
children by the hand and lead them also in this matter of homemaking. Let these children but pray: ‘Take Thou my hand and lead
me.’ For those who wish to be guided, for those who would by all
means find happiness where God has intended that they should find
it, we write the following: In the first place, let every one remember
that God Himself created the first perfectly happy and holy home in
Paradise and gave Adam to Eve and Eve to Adam. In the second
place, it was Satan and his false promises and his snares and
temptations which ruined this home. To this day, therefore, God
alone is the Author of the happiness and holiness of marriage and
the home. But God does not prepare this happiness by a miracle in
that very instant in which the home is founded. The girl that you
marry has been prepared for this estate by years and years of God's
grace, mercy, and sanctification. Let, therefore, that young man who
wishes to found a home and looks about for a companion for this
happy home look there where God through His wise care and His
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sanctifying grace and through
Word and Sacraments and
through the gracious providence
of years of guidance and
protection has provided for him
the companion with whom he is
to found a happy and a holy
home. It is not God's will that one
should select a wife by tossing up
a quarter. It is not God's intention
that a boy is to allow a designing
and false woman to ensnare him.
The young man, in selecting his
wife, is to use just as good sense
as the wife is to use when she
prepares a meal. Does not God
Himself tell us that we are to walk
circum-spectly, not as fools, but
as wise? And has God not told us
that we are to withdraw ourselves
from those who walk disorderly?
Has He not pointed out to us the
ungodly and admonished every
one: From such turn away? How
can a young man, then, think of
finding happiness by choosing,
not only as occasional companion
or associate, but as the most
intimate life companion, one from
whom God Himself tells him to
turn away?
Young man, be sure that the
devil is going to prepare his snare
for you, that he is going to use his
arts upon you, and that he will
seek to devour you. But God has
warned you to resist steadfast in
the faith that roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour. Remember,
young man, the wrong companion
and the ungodly home have been
the devil's instruments by which
he has ruined thousands of souls.
When the Lord Jesus performed His first miracle of help,
He turned water into wine at the
wedding of Cana. Thus He
wished to show that through His
presence and through His grace
He would bring riches out of
poverty and happiness out of
embarrassment and misery. And
when the devil brought the curse
and misfortune to Adam and Eve,
he showed that he can turn
happiness and riches and peace
into misery and sin and sorrow
and distress and poverty.
But let no one imagine that
when the home has once been
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founded, all opportunity for correction or all danger of misfortune is
past. Oh, no! It is true also of the married: ‘If thou shouldest mark
iniquity, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with
Thee, that Thou mayest be feared.’ If you did not walk in God's
ways before, then it is not too late to begin now. Begin now by
turning from the wickedness of your way and ask God to turn your
water into wine and to give you the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness. Keep in mind that at the present time God's arm is not
shortened, nor is His hand weak. He has today the same means
which He had in ages past, namely, His Word, His all-powerful
Word. Therefore say to Him: ‘Speak the word only.’ Go to God's
Word. There is the source of all blessing; there is the river that never
runs dry; there is the manna that is fresh every morning; there is the
breath of heaven that purifies every atmosphere. Let true godliness
reign; and if you cannot produce it in others, be sure that you do not
drive the Holy Spirit from your own heart, but let Him give you
courage to have God's Word rule in your home. Make sure that you
have Jacob's ladder in your home, whereby the angels of God carry
your prayers to the throne of God and bring God's messages down to
you through His Word. Invite the Lord Jesus each day to be your
Guest; allow nothing in your home, neither music nor pictures nor
speech nor habit nor custom nor other offence of any kind, to drive
this heavenly Guest from your home. It would not be amiss to have
displayed in every room some Bible-picture, some godly sentiment,
some wall motto of faith, some Word of God, some stanza of a
hymn, to strike the eyes of all. Such, for instance, is this: ‘Christ is

the Head of this house; the Unseen
Guest at every meal; the Silent
Listener to every conversation.’
Here also remember that you must
strive to enter in at the strait gate,
to fight the good fight of faith. It is
worth the striving and the fighting.
And now, do not simply read
about this thing and sigh or think
that it is merely an ideal which
cannot be realized. Nay, let each
of us fight this good fight with
all our might. Aye, let us seek
greater might than ours; let us
seek the power of the Holy Spirit
through His Word. And in His
Might let us daily pray and vow:
Then here will I and mine
to-day A solemn covenant
make and say: Though all
the world forsake Thy
Word, I and my house will
serve the Lord. S. (The
Lutheran Witness, 1927,
pp 169-170.)

Pickings
LUTHER'S ARGUMENT WITH SATAN
‘I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.’—Matt. 9, 13.
Luther says: ‘Once upon a time the devil said to me, “Martin Luther, you are a great sinner, and
you will be damned.” ‘Stop, stop,’ said I; ‘one thing at a time. I am a great sinner, it is true, though you
have no right to tell me of it I confess it .What next? “Therefore you will be damned.” ‘That is not good
reasoning. It is true I am a great sinner, but it is written, Jesus Christ came to save sinners, therefore I
SHALL BE SAVED. Now go your way.’ So I cut the devil off with his own sword, and he went away
mourning, because he could not cast me down by calling me a sinner.’—From the German. A.B. (The
Australian Lutheran, August 1913, p.6.)
THE MYSTERY OF GOD'S LOVE
‘As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.’ A gentleman who thought
Christianity was merely a heap of puzzling problems, said to an old minister, ‘That is a very strange
verse in the ninth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, ‘Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.’
‘Very strange,’ replied the minister; ‘but what is it, sir, that you see most strange about it?’
‘Oh, that part of course,’ said the gentleman patronisingly, and with an air of surprise, “Esau
have I hated” is certainly very strange.’
‘Well, sir,’ said the old minister, ‘how wonderfully are we made, and how differently
constituted. The strangest part of all to me is that HE COULD HAVE LOVED JACOB’.
There is no mystery so glorious as the mystery of God's love. —(Selected). F,B (The Australian
Lutheran, 1913, August, p 6)
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WHY GO TO CHURCH’?
‘I can just as well read the Word of God at home.’
Very good. Then you certainly must have read some of the following passages. Just consider
them for a moment:—Mark 16, 15: Christ commands, ‘Go ye into all the world, and PREACH the
Gospel to every creature.’ And again addressing Himself to the ministers of His Word, He declares: ‘He
that HEARETH you heareth Me; and he that despiseth you despiseth Me’ (Luke 10:16). St. Paul writes:
‘Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have NOT HEARD? and
how shall they HEAR WITHOUT A PREACHER? . . . So then faith cometh BY HEARING, and hearing
by the Word of God.’ (Rom. to, 13, 14, 17) And finally we hear Christ once more, ‘He that is of God
HEARETH God's words; ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God’ (Job 8, 47). If you
confess yourself to be a Christian, it is never for you to say what you consider best or convenient, but
simply to ask, What does my Lord say? Surely, he who reads the Word of God at home will not neglect
public worship, but like the first Christians will steadfastly continue in the Apostles' doctrine and
fellowship.
H.D.M. (The Australian Lutheran, August 1913, p.6.)
LUTHER COMFORTING HIS DYING DOMESTIC
Luther had a domestic residing in his house by the name of Elizabeth, who, in a fit of
displeasure, left it without giving the family any notice. She subsequently forsook the religion of the
Gospel, and fell into habits of worldliness. Later she became dangerously ill, and in her sickness she
requested a visit from Luther. On taking his seat at her bed-side, he said, ‘Well, Elizabeth, what is the
matter?’ ‘I have given away my soul to Satan,’ said she. ‘Why?’ re-joined Luther, ‘that's of no great
consequence. What else?’ ‘I have,’ continued she, ‘done many wicked things; but this is what most
oppresses me that I have deliberately sold my poor soul to the devil, and how can such a crime ever find
mercy?’ ‘Elizabeth, listen to me,’ re-joined the man of God. ‘Suppose, while you lived in my house, you
had sold and transferred all my children to a stranger, would the sale or transfer have been lawful and
binding?’ ‘Oh, no,’ said the deeply humbled girl, ‘for I had no right to do that.’ ‘Very well, you had still
less right to give your soul to the archenemy; it no more belongs to you than my children do. It is the
exclusive property of the Lord Jesus Christ; He made it, and when lost also redeemed it; it is His with all
its powers and faculties, and you can't give away and sell what is not yours; if you have attempted it the
whole transaction was unlawful, and is entirely void. Now, do you go to the Lord, confess your guilt with
a broken heart and a contrite spirit, and entreat Him to pardon you, and take back again what is wholly
His own. And as for the sin of attempting to alienate His rightful property, throw that back upon the
devil, for that alone is his.’ The girl obeyed, found rest and peace in her Saviour, and died full of hope.
Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.’—Isaiah 1:18.
‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.’—John 1, 29. (From the
German).—A.B. (The Australian Lutheran, August 1913, p.6.)

Notes and News___________________________________________________________
Hospital: The following have been in hospital over the last 2 months:

The Believing Christian Prays God to Sanctify His Heart.
EXHORTATION
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. Heb. 12, 14.
When a believing Christian views himself in his natural depravity, he remembers (1) that he cannot make
himself holy, but that this is a work of God. Therefore, (2) he uses the means appointed by God for his
sanctification. He remembers his holy baptism, in which the Holy Ghost was poured out on him and took
up His abode in his heart; and he inquires diligently whether he has not in after years driven this good
Spirit from him by wilful sins. He knows that the Lord's Supper is a food for sanctification; therefore,
whenever he receives it, he seeks to have his soul and body and all his members become sanctified by it.
11
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He listens reverently to God's Word, and treasures up in his heart what he has heard, in order that he may
grow in holiness. (3) For his sanctification both in his body and in his soul is to be accomplished by the
power of God and the operation of the Holy Spirit. If the soul is sanctified, his entire life must be spent in
true sanctification; all his thoughts, words, and deeds must be fashioned according to the rule of holiness.
(4) This sanctification must take place betimes; it must not be deferred to old age or to the hour of death;
but it must be begun while a person is still able to pray and to use the means of sanctification
intelligently. (5) This sanctification, moreover, should be manifested at all times, on all occasions, even
when a person happens to be among worldly men. We should show by our conduct, words, and deeds
that we have a sanctified heart, and that our lips and our entire life are governed by the Holy Spirit. Such
a sanctified soul shall one day be admitted to the place where the saints dwell in light. (Starck’s Prayer
Book, pp 177,178.)
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