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What

Luther S a y s A b o u t
Melanchthon

Luther Expected Great Things from His Friend. Probably I am the
forerunner of Philipp, whose way I am preparing in the spirit and in power, after
the example of Elijah, by troubling Israel and Ahab (Luke 1:17; 1 Kings 18:17).
— SL 15, 1638
Melanchthon Is Gentler. Philipp is more delicately constituted than I am. That is why he is more excited
when matters do not go according to his will. But I am tougher and duller (crudior et stupidior) and am not so
excited by things which cannot be remedied by me. Time, not wailing and sorrow, cures many things of this
sort. But in using Scripture I am more emphatic (vehementior) than Philipp, even though he was sharper in his
book on the church. The thinking in that book is vigorous enough, but it seems to me that the words do not
match the contents. However, I do not understand the force of Latin diction. I do the rough work (Waldrechte);
Philipp does the planing. But malo nodo malus quaerendus est cuneus (A badly knotted log calls for a blunt
wedge) W-T 4, No. 5054
Melanchthon Too Timid and Conciliatory. The little man is pious, and though he were to do wrong, he has
no bad intention but has been deceived. However, he has not achieved much by his method and has done a bad
job of dedicating his books. When I think about the matter, it seems to me that my way is still the best: speak in
a straightforward manner and berate them as rascals. Quia mato nodo opus est malus cuneus (Because a badly
knotted log calls for a blunt wedge). W-T 4, No. 5091
Acknowledgment: From What Luther Says , Book 2, Nos 2876, 2881, 2885, 1986 Copyright Concordia Publishing House.
Reproduced with permission under licence number 17:3-1.
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Devotion  1 Peter Chapter 2
Lively stones built up on Christ: v.4. To whom coming, as unto a living Stone,
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and precious,
. ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
V.6.
Wherefore also it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief Cornerstone, elect, precious; and he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded.
V.7
. Unto you, therefore, which believe, he is precious; but unto them which be disobedient,
the Stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the Head of the corner,
v.8
. and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense, even to them which stumble at the
Word, being disobedient, whereunto also they were appointed.
v.5

The Government of God’s Church:
first step in building his temple was to
Solomon’s
lay the cornerstone, then the rest of the stones

The holy Christian Church is the whole sum of
all true believers. All believers, but only believers,
belong to and are members of the Church. Any man
who has not the Spirit of Christ is none of His.
Rom. 8:9: ‘But ye are not in the flesh, but in the
spirit, if so be that the spirit of God dwell in you.
Now if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he
is none of His.’
Christ is the King, Israel's King, the King of
kings, unto whom all power has been given in
heaven and in earth. To Him is given dominion and
divine glory and a kingdom, that, all people,
nations, and languages should serve Him. And His
dominion is an everlasting kingdom, which shall
never pass away nor be destroyed. Isaiah 9:7: ‘Of
the Increase of His government, and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David and
upon his kingdom, to order it and to establish it
with judgment and with justice from henceforth
even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this.’
Christ is the Head of the Church, which is called
His body, and as the head rules the whole body,
and the different members of the body do as they
are instructed and advised by the head, even so
Christ rules His Church.
Christ is king. His kingdom is a monarchy. He
rules as absolute monarch. Therefore we confess
with Luther, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ, true God,
begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true
man born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, Who has
redeemed me, a lost, and condemned creature,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death
and from the power of the devil, that I may be His
own and live under Him in His kingdom.’

were laid around it until the temple was built up.
The cornerstone was the foundation-stone, without
which the temple itself could not be built, but
would collapse.
Just so the temple of God. Paul says in
Ephesians 2:19-22: ‘Now therefore ye are no
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints, and of the household of
God;
And are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief corner stone;
In Whom all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord:
In Whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit.’
Christ is not just an ordinary corner stone, a
dead lifeless being, but He is the Giver of Life, the
living power through which Christians, by faith,
receive the strength and the motivation to serve
Him. He is a stone that gives life and sustenance.
In the third article of our Christian faith we
confess, ‘I believe in the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints.’ The Church is the
communion of all true believers, it is the ‘body of
Christ,’ the invisible head of which is the Lord. It is
the kingdom of the Lord in which all believers are
‘fellow citizens with the saints’ (Eph. 2:19). It is
the holy temple of God ‘built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone’ v. 20. The
single stones, which are built together in this
temple, are the children of God, all believers in
whom the Spirit of God dwells. 1 Cor. 3:16: ‘Know
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?’

And how does Christ rule in His
kingdom?
2

Vol LII, May-June 2017, No. 3.

Page 27
faculty and power to lead a pious life. A true
Christian who abides in Christ, cleanses himself
daily from all his sins by clinging to the cross of
Christ and accepting His grace by faith.
Whoever is a true member of the Invisible
Church, whoever is a true Christian, namely,
whoever in sorrow over sin puts his trust solely in
Christ’s work of Redemption, WILL ALLOW
HIMSELF TO BE RULED BY THE WORD OF
CHRIST. Christ our Lord says: ‘He that is of God
(truly believes in Jesus as the Saviour) heareth
(believes and obeys) God’s Words’ (John 8:47).
Those who will not permit themselves to be ruled
with Christ’s Word are His enemies and the
enemies of His Church. Such were the Pharisees
concerning whom Christ declared; ‘Ye therefore
hear them (the Words of Christ) not, because ye
are not of God’ (John 8:47).
TJW.

In the Church, in the kingdom of our God,
Christ, our exalted Saviour, rules, and He alone,
and He governs and rules His Church solely
through the Word. This, His Word, is revealed to us
in the Holy Scriptures or the Bible. The Bible is the
Word of God.
The Lord points this out when He says, ‘ I am
the Vine, ye are the branches; he that abideth in
Me and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit; for without Me ye can do nothing.’ (John
15:5). A branch that has been cut off from the vine
withers. A man who is alienated from the life of
God, who has not the Spirit of Christ, is spiritually
dead. He is like a corrupt tree that cannot bring
forth good fruit. But every good tree brings forth
good fruit. He that has been implanted into Christ
and has received His Spirit, has also received the

1517-2017: 500th Anniversary of Luther Nailing
the 95 Theses
WHAT MADE LUTHER SO STRONG THAT HE WAS ABLE TO STAND ALONE FOR
CHRIST'S GRACE AND WORD AGAINST AN EVIL WORLD AND CORRUPT CHURCH?
Acts 4:20, ‘For we cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard’.
When Peter and John were commanded not to
speak about Christ they stated in Acts 4:20 that it was
absolutely impossible for them to do anything else
but confess and speak about the glorious truths of
God's grace in Christ Jesus for the whole world and
the truths of God's Word which Jesus had taught them,
even before their enemies. Due to the gracious work
of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel saving faith in
Christ's work of redemption had filled their hearts.
The power of the Holy Spirit in God's Word which
possessed their hearts moved them to regard every
Word of God as precious and to have a deep
concern for the salvation of every soul. It is this
which made Luther so strong and invincible when He
confessed Christ before a corrupt church. It is this
which will make us steadfast and strong in the pure
Word even in these last days of great distress.
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Why is it, dear friends, that many today who call themselves Lutheran
care so very little about the pure truths which he taught?
Why is it that they do not study his writings in the light of the Word of God?
Why is it that they lack the ability to stand alone for the Truth with Luther's
spirit of unwavering loyalty to Christ? The answer is found in 2 Cor.4:13
where Paul and all true Christians joyfully declare, ‘We also believe, and
therefore speak.’ The answer is also found in Luther's motto in Rev.14:7, ‘Fear
God (constantly show deep reverence for God and His Word flowing from faith
in Christ, BLW), and give glory to Him.’ It is because the visible church in
general of today no longer believes that Christ redeemed the whole world and
also themselves. Therefore they are not interested and think others are crazy
when they in faith cannot do anything else but confess Christ no matter what the circumstances. It is because they
no longer reverence the Bible in every Word as God's Word, no longer regard it as the sole standard of faith and
life, and do not see it with Luther as being so precious that if we believe one error it will endanger our faith as we
learn in Gal.5:9, ‘A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.’
We do not idolize Luther. As great a teacher in the church that he was, yet he too was a sinner redeemed alone
by God's grace. But from the moment that the Lord showed him that he was redeemed not by the works of the
Law (Gal.2:16), by grace through faith in the sacrifice of Christ for the whole world (Eph.2:8,9), he was filled
with a deep and powerful love for Christ's Word and a burning desire to do as the apostles before the Sanhedrin,
‘For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard’.

What would Luther say if he saw the Lutheran Church of these last days?
He would be horrified that many in Lutheranism no longer regard every word
in the Bible as God's Word. He would be deeply upset that Law and Gospel are
not rightly divided, but in general the social gospel predominates. He would cry:
‘Shame! Shame!’ on you Lutherans for compromising with deceitful double talk
the doctrines of justification by grace, the Lord's Supper, the Office of the
Ministry and many other Biblical teachings. The prominence of the atheistic,
Christ-denying false doctrine of evolution that has taken hold of many churches
would be detestable to him. When we think of the courageous stand of Luther at
Worms and Marburg, he would be utterly disgusted with the terrible religious
unionism, based on the evil Open Questions Principle, that now exists between
many so-called Lutherans and the Catholics as well as with the Reformed. Then
we need only look at how much the vile nature of worldliness has sucked the
true spiritual life from the Lutheran church, as seen in its attitude to the number
of homosexual ‘Lutheran’ pastors and lay people. His judgement would be the
same as our Lord's in Rev.3:16, ‘So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue
(vomit) thee out of My mouth.’

What is to be our Godly Attitude in Spite of all
Opposition?

Dear faithful sons and daughters of Luther, as small in number as we
may be, as much as we rejoice over the pure doctrine of saving grace,
let us to the same degree hold fast to every word of Holy Scripture.
The more those who reject the pure heavenly Truth revile and persecute
us, let us by God's grace in the atoning death of our Saviour for the
whole world, be determined to read, study, hold fast to and confess
this precious treasure so that lost souls may yet be saved for Christ
before the blessed Day of Judgment comes. Let us with Luther bear
testimony to God's Word for the same reason as Peter and John, ‘‘For
we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard’.
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Blessed Fruits of the Reformation - Part 4
(Taken from ‘The Reformation and Its Blessed Fruits’ by M. L. Gotsch)

V. Effects on Language and Literature.
36. What was the official language before and during the time of the Reformation?
The official language was Latin. It was used as medium of instruction in all schools and universities of Europe,
including England and Scotland. It was the official language of the Church and at the courts of Europe. Students
in the high school which Luther attended were punished when they would use their mother tongue.

37. How did the Reformation bring about a decided change of language?
Luther wished to make the Bible-truths known also to the common people. He desired to present
these truths in a language which even children could understand. He therefore made a careful study of German
as spoken by the masses in all walks of life. In his popular writings he used the German language and thus
created a living book language for his nation.

38. Name some of the first writings
published in German and tell how they were
received.
Luther wrote tracts and pamphlets, translated
some of the psalms, wrote hymns and published a
hymn-book, and translated and published, above all,
first the New Testament and then the whole Bible
in the German language. People bought his
writings as fast as the printers could put them on the
market. They were eagerly read all over Germany
and in other countries.

39. What was the later development of the
German national literature?
Luther's style of writing German was soon adopted by other writers. His hymns, the like of which had not been
heard before, prompted others to make verses. People who spoke different German dialects readily learned
to understand and use Luther's style.

40. Which two books of Luther are the models for German literature to this day?
The Bible and the Small Catechism. As these were read and studied throughout Germany, the language of
these books became fixed in the minds of its people. Since then the greatest authors of Germany have declared
that the language of Luther's Bible has not been surpassed and that students of literature who wish to acquire a
command of German must study that book.

41. What was one great benefit of the Reformation for language and literature in two countries
outside of Germany?
The products of Luther's pen were read and translated in England and Scotland. When William Tyndale
read the German New Testament, he decided to translate the Bible into English. He did this ‘under Luther's
immediate direction,’ and he always consulted Luther's German New Testament. His New Testament
was printed in Worms in 1525 and shipped to England, where it found a ready sale. We still have his renderings
in our King James Bible. Literary English of today traces its origin to William Tyndale and the Reformation.
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VI. Elevation of Sacred Music.
42. What was the attitude of the Roman Church toward sacred music?
Under Popery the congregation was not allowed to sing praises to God in church. The officiating clergy
chanted the liturgy, and the choir in some churches responded. But all this singing was in Latin, so that the people
could not understand it. Sacred music was addressed mostly to the Virgin Mary and other saints instead
of solely to our God and Saviour.

43. What was Luther's attitude toward music?
Luther called vocal and instrumental music a noble art and greatly desired to see it made use of in the service
of God, whose gift it is. He considered sacred music a means of communion with God which the whole
congregation could and should exercise in public worship.

44. Tell how sacred music was elevated by
Luther and his co-workers.
Luther carefully revised the musical part of his
church services. Chants and hymns to the saints
were dropped, such portions of the public
service as were not contrary to Scripture were
retained, and proper chants were added.
Congregational singing was made a prominent
feature. The whole service was conducted in the
language of the people, so that all the
worshippers could take part in it and be
benefited by it.

45. How did the order of service adopted in
Wittenberg greatly aid the work of the
Reformation of the Church?
Since the hymns introduced by Luther were very popular, more and more were added. They were sung not
only in churches and schools, but everywhere. The Gospel-truths were thus widely made known to the
singers and hearers and paved the way for the preaching of the pure Word of God. Surrounding countries
introduced them in translated form.

46. What cause have we in America to be thankful for this elevation of sacred music?
When our ancestors landed here, they brought with them the Lutheran order of service, including the hymns
with their unexcelled melodies. They still are a source of great blessings for all Lutherans of this country.

6
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The Chief Principles of the Reformation

T

he Reformation was accomplished by the
power of the Word of God. It was not Martin
Luther’s work, but God’s work that did such
wonderful things. Luther had the great wisdom to
attach himself to the Word of God, and to hold on
tightly for the ride. None understood this truth
better than Luther himself. He writes, ‘I simply
taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise
I did nothing. And while I slept, or drank
Wittenberg beer with my friends Philip and
Amsdorf, the Word so greatly weakened the papacy
that no prince or emperor ever inflicted such losses
upon it. I did nothing; the Word did everything.’
(Luther’s Works, Vol. 51, pp. 77).
Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone) was the first
great principle of the Reformation. Here was the
answer that God gave to men through the mouth of
Luther when asked: Who shall tell us the truth
concerning our soul’s salvation? Luther taught that
every doctrine had to be derived from, tested by,
and approved of the Word of God. We are to be
‘casting down imaginations, and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ.’ (2 Cor. 10:5). Luther trusted
neither human tradition nor human reason in the
matters of salvation. The first public words he
wrote in his Ninety-five Theses proclaimed this
principle. He wrote, ‘When our Lord and Master
Jesus Christ said…’ And he concluded the Theses
with, ‘I am not so senseless as to be willing that the
Word of God should be made to give place to
fables, devised by human reason.’
Luther once stated, ‘Erasmus [the great
humanist] does not know the first principle, the
basis and rule: Holy Scripture. God’s Word must
remain empress. You must follow straight after
Scripture and receive it and utter not one syllable
against it, for it is God’s mouth.’ Again in the
Smalcald Articles he affirmed, ‘God will not deal
with us except through His external Word and
Sacrament, and whatever proudly introduces itself
as Spirit instead of the Word and Sacrament is the
very devil.’ Luther also took his stand upon the
Word of God at the Diet of Worms. Before the
Emperor and the entire Roman Catholic world he
bravely asserted his sola Scriptura. He said, ‘Unless
I am convinced by the testimony of the Word of
God or by clear and cogent reasons, as I cannot
submit my faith to the pope nor to the councils,
which have manifestly often erred and contradicted
themselves, and as I am bound in conscience by the
passages I have quoted, I cannot and will not retract
anything.’ (Four Hundred Years, pp. 98-100).

Sola Scriptura is the foundational principle of
the Christian religion. Isaiah said, ‘To the law and
to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.’ (Isa.
8:20). Jesus prayed, ‘Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth.’ (John. 17:17). The Apostle
Paul wrote, ‘But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed.’ (Gal. 1:8). ‘Let God be true, but every
man a liar.’ (Rom. 3:4). ‘Prove all things; hold fast
that which is good.’ (1 Th. 5:21). When the Bereans
first heard of the way of salvation from the Apostle,
they were highly commended ‘in that they received
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.’
(Acts 17:11). And finally Paul commended the
Thessalonians, saying, ‘For this cause also thank we
God without ceasing, because, when ye received the
word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it
not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the
word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe.’ (1 Th. 2:13).
Having grounded his thoughts firmly upon sola
Scriptura, Martin Luther asserted the second great
principle of the Reformation, sola gratia (grace
alone). These two little words tell the despairing
sinner that God, in His infinite mercy, has laid all
the sins of the world on His only begotten Son,
Jesus Christ. The sinner need no longer fear the
judgment and wrath of God. His sins are all
forgiven him freely, by grace. Luther wrote, ‘Grace
consists in this, that God is merciful to us, shows
Himself gracious for the sake of the Lord Christ,
forgives all sins, and will not impute them unto us
for eternal death… Grace is freely given to the most
undeserving and unworthy and is not obtained by
any strenuous efforts, endeavours, or works.’ (What
Luther Says, p. 603).
Sola gratia is again solidly established upon the
Word of God. From beginning to end the Scriptures
assert that our salvation is by God’s grace alone.
‘For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast.’ (Eph. 2:8-9).
‘For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God; being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.’ (Rom. 3:23-24).
‘And if by grace, then is it no more of works:
otherwise grace is no more grace.’ (Rom. 11:6).
‘But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it
is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the
Lord.’ (1 Cor. 1:30-31). The Formula of Concord
7
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adds, ‘The Holy Scriptures ascribe man’s
conversion, faith in Christ, regeneration,
renovation, and all that pertains to the actual
commencement and accomplishment of them, not
to the human powers of the natural free will,
whether to the whole or the half or the least or the
most insignificant part, but in solidum, that is,
wholly and entirely, to the divine operation.’
From sola gratia followed the third great
principle of the Reformation, sola fides (faith
alone). If our salvation is completely a work of God
and in no way a work of man, then this work of
God must be received freely as a gift by faith alone.
Luther wrote, ‘To preach Christ is to justify the soul
and to save it, if it believes the preaching. For the
Word of God cannot be received and honoured by
any works, but by faith alone. Hence it is clear that
as the soul needs the Word alone for faith and
justification, so it is justified by faith alone and not
by any works.’ Jesus stated, ‘This is the work of
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.’
(Joh. 6:28-29). The Apostle Paul said, ‘For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.’

The Children
in Church

S

urely we all desire our children
to come under the blessed
influence of God's Word. Let us
mention three reasons why we should
train them in regular church
attendance.
First, we all know that
churchgoing must be learned. It does
not suit the Old Adam. If not learned
in childhood, it will not be practised
later; or, to state it differently, if
children in their youth acquire a
haphazard and irregular churchattendance habit, they will be poor
churchgoers later in life or drop away
entirely. It is bad for the young to
form the idea: ‘I may do as I please
about going to church. My parents do
not care.’ Instead of that the child
should be trained to regard regular
church attendance as self-evident. And
even then, as you know, the devil, the
Old Adam, and other spiritual
enemies will make their inroads and
deprive us of a service here and there

(Rom. 1:16). And Paul and Silas assured the
Philippian jailer, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.’ (Acts 16:30-31). ‘For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.’ (Joh. 3:16).
Sola Scriptura, sola gratia, sola fides – the three
chief principles of the Reformation. Luther did not
form these principles, but they formed him, and all
those souls of the Reformation who followed after
him. Human power and ingenuity did not bring
about the Reformation. No, God did it. It was God’s
Word alone, proclaiming salvation by grace alone,
to be received through faith alone. Luther
confirmed, ‘That is our doctrine and so teaches the
Holy Ghost and the whole Christian Church, and
therein we shall abide in the name of God.’ He
continued to affirm these three great principles until
his death. In his very last sermon preached in
Wittenberg, he concluded, ‘I shall swerve not one
finger’s breadth from the mouth of Him who said:
‘Hear ye Him’.’
S Wood

or, alas! may get the one or the other out of the salutary habit after
all and divorce him from the church and therefore from salvation.
The second reason is that the child needs the main church
service for the edification of his soul. The Sunday-school, with
singing, prayer, and God's Word, differs from the main service and
is not intended as a substitute. It is principally a school, an
instruction hour. It is to the main service what the porch is to the
house, the vestibule to the building, the court to the temple. Not to
have gone farther is to have missed the principal thing on Sunday.
The main service is the one meeting in which the whole
congregation, young and old, gathers in a body and worships as a
congregation. This is not an adult meeting, — not a meeting of a
part of the congregation, not a meeting of certain classes, but a
meeting for all. Here the regular order of the Lutheran church
service obtains, the soul-stirring hymns are sung, the public prayers
of the congregation said, the appointed Epistle and Gospel lessons
read, the sermons of the pastor delivered, the special supplications
and the common church-prayer spoken, the holy Sacraments
administered, the servants of the church installed, the children
confirmed, the church collections lifted, the benediction spoken
and received, and the church announcements made. Here is the
place and the occasion where the whole congregation Sunday after
Sunday renews and increases its unity in spirit and its corporate
steadfastness in the faith, the end of which is salvation and eternal
unity with God and the saints in heaven.
The mere worshipful presence at such a service, even if not
much is understood, has an elevating influence on a child. Some
think that very small children, and possibly schoolchildren, derive
little or no benefit from the service. But that is a mistake. An
attentive little child hears, sees, and learns more than a playful
8
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high-school girl and a dreaming adult.
Is it nothing to become accustomed to
the church atmosphere with its music
and singing and its stillness? to learn
to sit still and to keep the babbling
little mouth shut? to learn the
melodies of our imperishable chorales
and to have the churchgoing habit
ingrained in him from his earliest
youth? to observe how the children
are baptized, how people go to the
Lord's Supper, how the schoolchildren
sing?
Make no mistake, the observant
little folks are wide awake and wilt
derive a benefit which you and I can

Page 33
hardly calculate. And do not belittle too much their powers of
understanding. Many are the stories which show how even children
below school-age have listened to the sermon, the hymns, and the
Scripture-readings. But no matter how little or how much the child
understands, the principal church service will be a great edification
to his soul.
Finally, remember that Jesus, our Shepherd, has a flock
consisting of sheep and lambs, and when He comes to lead His
whole flock into the same green pastures and beside the same, still
waters by the public preaching of His Word, He wants the lambs as
well as the sheep, for He knows that the lambs will be the future
flock. ‘Suffer the little children to come unto Me,’ says He to those
who would keep them back. — A. C. STELLHORN. (Lutheran
Witness, 1930, p.163.)

Recently an American Lutheran who has received Steadfast for
some time asked questions about an article by Pastor Wood in
the recent March-April 2017 Steadfast. We would like to print
Pastor Wood's excellent reply.
[Pastor Wood to Pastor Bryce regarding inquiry]
As for my statement that ‘justification presupposes’ both ‘the sinfulness of man’ and ‘faith in the Gospel’, I
actually took those statements from the chapter on ‘Luther and Justification’ by William Dallmann in the
book Four Hundred Years. This book was published in 1917 and edited by W.H.T. Dau, who was at that time
Francis Pieper’s right hand man. I have to believe that Pieper would be in full agreement with these statements.
On page 65 of the book, Dallmann says that ‘justification implies the sinfulness of man’. On page 67, he says
that ‘justification implies faith in the Gospel’. I used the word ‘presupposes’ instead of ‘implies’ (so as not to
plagiarize) but meant the same thing. I completely understand that the objective justification of the world stands
as a fact whether one believes it or not, but in this article I was dealing with the issue of subjective justification,
as evidenced by the example I gave of Luther’s own experience. I honestly did not have the contrast between
objective justification and subjective justification even in my mind as I wrote this.
As God in His grace would have it, I just recently wrote an email to [a] friend about the issue of objective
justification, which I am attaching below. I think it will reassure [the inquirer] that I understand and approve of
this doctrine. If you think it would be beneficial, please feel free to pass this on to him.
[Excerpt from Pastor Wood’s attached email to a friend]
Thank you for your very edifying email… There were a number of things in your email that I enjoyed, but I
particularly wanted to respond to the great statement of Pieper’s that you quoted, ‘Christian religion is faith in
the message that through the substitutionary satisfaction of Christ God is already reconciled to all men.’ And
you add, ‘This is the religion of the Gospel vs the religion of the Law.’ That is all true, and this is a very
important point because it is this fact (of the already accomplished universal reconciliation) that compels a true
Christian to believe he is saved. We simply must believe that all of our sins are forgiven because God has said
in His Word that they are. If we refuse to believe this, we commit the greater sin in making God a liar. O,
blessed constraint. God has forced us to believe and confess that we are saved. We cannot deny or doubt this
without greater sin. What security this gives us. And where is there room for boasting or human works since all
was already done by Christ? The whole matter stands outside of us. If we don’t believe it, it doesn’t change the
fact it is still true. My unbelief only makes it ineffective to myself and I make God a liar. As Luther says, God
has given us the golden coin. If we don’t believe it, nor make use of it, then our coin is as no coin, though we
indeed have been given it. As you said, what folly for the world to refuse the truth of their own salvation. Jonah
said, ‘They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.’ (Jonah 2:8).

9

Page 34

Vol LII, May-June 2017, No. 3.

I have been thinking about this theme all week, and have reviewed Pieper’s Christian Dogmatics to further
ponder the importance and implications of this truth. Pieper often stresses the importance of this doctrine. He
especially likes Walther’s great statement that the resurrection of Christ was God’s absolution for the entire
world. The following are some of the quotes I found. I hope you will enjoy them and find them useful.
Pieper quotes the Lutheran theologian Calov, ‘Christ’s resurrection took place as an actual absolution from
sin. As God punished our sins in Christ, upon whom He laid them and to whom He imputed them, as our
Bondsman, so He also, by the very act of raising Him from the dead, absolved Him from our sins imputed to
Him, and so He absolved also us in Him.’ (Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 2, p. 321)
‘The resurrection of Christ is, as Holy Writ teaches, the actual absolution of the whole world of sinners.
Rom. 4:25: ‘Who was raised for our justification.’ At that time we (the whole world) were objectively declared
free from sin.’ (Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 2, p. 348).
‘He who does not preach the objective reconciliation (of the world) achieved through Christ’s vicarious
satisfaction will never, as far as his preaching is concerned, get his hearers to believe.’ (Christian Dogmatics,
Vol. 2:402).
‘When God assures us that for the sake of Christ’s satisfaction He has completely forgiven every human
individual his sins (‘not imputing their trespasses unto them’ (2 Cor. 5:19) and sincerely offers this forgiveness
to every human individual who hears and reads the Gospel, it is plainly unbelief when individual sinners refuse
to consider themselves as objects of God’s grace. Like the Pharisees, they reject the counsel of God against
themselves (Luke 7:30) and actually make God a liar (1 John 5:9-11).’ (Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 2, p. 431).
‘Luther is right when he says, ‘It is a great thing to hold and believe in sincere faith that all my sins are
forgiven and that through such faith I am righteous before God. That is certainly a wondrous justice and far
different from the justice of all jurists, all learned and wise men of this world.’ (St. L. XVIII:2495). But this
‘wondrous’ fact that God has reconciled the world unto Himself by Christ’s vicarious satisfaction, that in His
heart He has forgiven their sins and offers this forgiveness, this righteousness, in the Gospel. One cannot present
the doctrine of justification by faith without constant reference to the universal, objective justification.’
(Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 2, p. 505).
‘An essential prerequisite of justification by faith, or of subjective justification, is the objective justification
(the reconciliation) of all mankind. If God had not in His heart justified the whole world because of Christ’s
vicarious satisfaction, and if this justification were not offered in the Gospel, there could not be a justification
by faith. All those who deny the objective justification (the objective reconciliation) will, if they would be
consistent, also deny that subjective justification is brought about by faith… Also our Lutheran Confessions
base justification by faith on the fact that God is reconciled with the world and offers the forgiveness of sins as a
gift in the Gospel. Apology: ‘When we believe that God, for Christ’s sake, is reconciled to us, we are justified
freely by faith.’ (Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 2, p. 508).
‘Objective justification precedes faith, for it is the object of faith.’ (Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 2, p. 552).
‘It is only by inscribing in the heart of man the divine verdict of justification, and thus cancelling the divine
verdict of condemnation, that the Holy Spirit creates faith in the heart.’ (Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 3, p. 79).
‘The reconciliation that Christ brought about is history, a finished event lying in the past (‘God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself’) that pertains to all mankind and is of an entirely objective character.’
(Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 3, p. 105).
God’s blessings,
Stuart

Selections From Church History
Willehad Of Northumberland,
Missionary To The Frieslanders and Saxons
Willehad of Northumberland. The rumours of what other
missionaries were doing amongst the Frieslanders and Saxons,
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incited him to follow their example. He
laboured first in the regions where
Boniface had found a martyr's death.
Many were baptized by him, many people
of rank intrusted their children to him to
be educated. When, however, he entered
on what is now the district of Groningen,
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where idolatry then prevailed, the fury of the heathen people was
so excited by his activity, that they were about to murder him.
But, according to the counsel of one of the more moderate, the
gods were first to be consulted by lot. And since even
superstition must subserve the will of God, the guidance of the
Almighty so ordained it that the lot fell for his preservation, and
he was suffered to depart untouched. He then repaired to the
district of Drenthe. His preaching had already found an opening
there, when one of his followers, led by an indiscreet zeal,
hastened to destroy the idol temples, instead of first banishing
the idols from men's hearts by the power of Christ. This excited
the rage of the heathen. They threw themselves on the
missionaries and Willehad was covered in blows. One of the
furious crowd struck him with a sword to kill him, but the blows
only fell on the clasp with which a box of relics, which
according to the custom of the times, he carried about with him,
was fastened around his neck - so he remained unhurt. The
superstition of the age; instead of seeing in this the ever present
power of Him who has numbered all the hairs of our head,
without whom not a sparrow can fall to the ground, and who can
employ, any means tro bring about His holy purposes, imagined
it to be a proof of the guardian power of relics. Even the heathen
were moved by it to desist from their assault on Willehad, whom
they believed protected by a higher power. When Charlemange
heard of Willehad's unflinching zeal in preaching the Gospel, he
summoned him to himself, and appointing him his sphere of
labour in the district where the diocese of Bremen was
afterwards formed. He first was to labour as a priest among the
Frieslanders and Saxons, and to perform all that belonged to the
pastoral office, until a bishopric could be founded. His
successful exertions were subsequently interrupted by another
insurrection of the heathen tribes. He believed himself to be
called on to fulfil the command of his Lord (Matt x, 23.) and not
to throw away his life in vain. In order to preserve his life longer
to preach the Gospel, he availed himself of an opportunity which
was offered him of flight. He afterwards found a quiet place of
refuge in the abbey founded by Willebrord at Atfernach,
(Epternach), and there a gathering place was formed for his
followers, scattered by persecution and by war. There he passed
two years, occupied in instructing, reading the Bible, and
multiplying copies of it.
At length, after the restoration of quiet amongst the
vanquished Saxons, the conquerors were able to found the

bishopric of Bremen, which Charlemagne
had projected, and it was bestowed on
Willehad. On one of his visitations, which
the recent erection of his diocese obliged
to be frequent, when in 789 he arrived at
Bloxem on the Weser, not far from
Vegesack, he was seized with a raging
fever, which threatened a speedy death.
His scholars stood mourning around his
bed. One of them, who was in the especial
confidence of the bishop, expressed with
tears the grief they all should feel if their
spiritual father should be taken from
them, and their anxiety for the orphan
churches, scarcely yet gained over to
Christianity. ‘O venerable father!’ he
said, ‘desert not so soon those who you
have so recently won to the Lord. Leave
not the churches and the clergy who have
been gathered by your zeal, orphaned
behind, lest the still feeble flock be
exposed to the assaults of the wolves.
Withdraw not your presence from us your
poor scholars, lest we wander about as
sheep having no shepherd.’ Deeply
touched Willehad replied, ‘My son, O
wish not that I should longer be withheld
from looking on my Lord; constrain me
not longer to abide in this wearisome
earthly life. I desire not longer to live
here, and I fear not to die. I will only pray
my God, whom I have ever loved with
my whole heart, whom I have served with
my whole soul, that He, in His grace, will
give me such a reward for my labours as
shall please Him. But the sheep which He
committed to me, I confide to Him to
keep; for if I have been able to do
anything good, I have done it by His
power alone. His grace, of whose mercies
the whole earth is full, will not fail you.’
(Lutheran Witness, 1887, p. 183.)

Notes and News
find comfort and

Hospital:
encouragement in the following hymn verses.
O Love Divine, how sweet Thou art!
When shall I find my wand’ring heart
All taken up in Thee!
Oh, may I daily live to prove
The sweetness of redeeming love,
The love of Christ to me!

God only knows the love of God;
Oh, may it now be shed abroad
To cheer my fainting heart!
I want to feel that love divine;
This heavenly portion, Lord, be mine—
Be mine this better part.
11
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2WKDW,FRXOGIRUHYHUVLW
:LWK0DU\DWP\0DVWHU¶VIHHW

%HWKLVP\KDSS\FKRLFH
0\RQO\FDUHGHOLJKWDQGEOLVV
0\MR\P\KHDYHQRQHDUWKEHWKLV

7RKHDUWKH%ULGHJURRP¶VYRLFH


2WKDW,PLJKWZLWKKDSS\-RKQ
5HFOLQHP\ZHDU\KHDGXSRQ

7KHEOHVW5HGHHPHU¶VEUHDVW
*LYHPH2/RUGWRILQGLQ7KHH
)URPFDUHDQGIHDUDQGVRUURZIUHH

0\HYHUODVWLQJUHVW
 Hymn, Starck’s Prayer Book,SS 



%DSWLVP



7KHVHUPRQZDVEDVHGRQWKH
ZRUGVRI3HWHU
Wherefore, laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil-speakings, as new-born babes, desire the sincere milk
of the Word, that ye may grow thereby; if so be ye have tasted that the
Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as unto a living Stone, disallowed
indeed of men, but chosen of God and precious,
ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in
Sion a chief Corner-stone, elect, precious; and he that believeth on Him
shall not be confounded. Unto you, therefore, which believe, he is
precious; but unto them which be disobedient, the Stone which the
builders disallowed, the same is made the Head of the corner, and a
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense, even to them which stumble at the Word, being disobedient, whereunto
also they were appointed. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people,
that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light;
which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God; which had not obtained mercy, but now
have obtained mercy.








6XQGD\6FKRRO7HDFKHUV¶&RQIHUHQFH.LOFR\


2QUG-XQHSHRSOHJDWKHUHGLQFOXGLQJWKHSDVWRUVIRUDGD\WRDVVLVWWKH6XQGD\6FKRROWHDFKHUV
RIWKH(/&5ZLWKWKHLULPSRUWDQWZRUN3DVWRU*DYLQ:LQWHUWRRNWKHRSHQLQJ'HYRWLRQEDVLQJKLVZRUGVRQ
&RUµ$QGVXFKZHUHVRPHRI\RXEXW\HDUHZDVKHGEXW\HDUHVDQFWLILHGEXW\HDUHMXVWLILHGLQWKHQDPH
RIWKH/RUG-HVXVDQGE\WKH6SLULWRIRXU*RG¶8VLQJDVKLVWKHPH7KH6XQGD\6FKRRO7HDFKHUDQGWKH+RO\
6SLULWKHSRLQWHGRXW,7KH+RO\6SLULWLVWKH2QH:KR%ULQJVWKH&KLOGWR&KULVWDQGVWUHQJWKHQVWKHPLQWKH
IDLWKDQG,,7KH667HDFKHU6KRXOGGLOLJHQWO\WHDFKWKH:RUGWRDOORZWKH+RO\6SLULWWKH%HVW2SSRUWXQLW\WR
'R+LV:RUN
3DVWRU7LP:LQWHUWKHQGHDOWZLWKWKHWRSLF+LJKHU/HYHOVRI7KLQNLQJFRYHULQJWKHSURJUHVVLYHOHYHOVRI
WKLQNLQJVXFKDV.QRZOHGJH&RPSUHKHQVLRQ$SSOLFDWLRQ$QDO\VLV6\QWKHVLVDQG(YDOXDWLRQ0DUFXV-HIIHUV
ZDVWKHSUHVHQWHURIWKH'HPRQVWUDWLRQ/HVVRQGHDOLQJZLWKThe Boy, Samuel)LQDOO\3DVWRU%U\FH:LQWHU
GHDOWZLWKWKHWRSLF%LEOLFDO9HUEDO-XGRVKRZLQJKRZWRGHDOZLWKGLIILFXOWFKLOGUHQRUSDUHQWV
0D\*RGEOHVVWKHLPSRUWDQWZRUNRIWKH6XQGD\6FKRROWHDFKHUVLQWKH)HGHUDWLRQ 
*:LQWHU
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