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What

Luther S a y s A b o u t
Mass

Lucrative Foundations .The papacy has a twofold foundation: the worship of
God, whom they call upon and preach; and, secondly, the Mass, which scrapes
together all the riches of the world and gives them to the pope. The Mass is the
rock of the papists. W-T 2, No. 2495
The ‘Mass’ Was Instituted as a Testament. Note then, the fraud of the priests, who have turned the testament
into a sacrifice. God bestows it upon us and gives it to us, but they offer it as a sacrifice. This is nothing but
charging God with a lie and considering Him foolish for calling it a testament, because it is impossible for a
sacrifice to be a testament. The former we offer, the latter we receive; the former comes from us to God, the
latter comes from God to us; the former is performed by us; the latter is performed for us. SL 19, 1121
The Papal Mass an Innovation. When a priest bends over the altar and prepares to offer a Mass for the living
and the dead, this act should not be called part of the ancient Christian faith. For where is this recorded except in
the detestable fables of the pope and the monks? It is a novel device which they themselves have fabricated.
Therefore it should not be called or considered the ancient faith. According to the faith we have received from
Christ through the apostles, we are to believe that in the Lord's Supper He gave His disciples His body and
blood at the table, not to sacrifice but to eat and to drink, to strengthen faith in the forgiveness of sins, as His
words declare. This is the first, the old, ordinance of Christ, which is justly called the Christian, the ancient
(althergebracht) faith. But our papists apply the fine, good expressions ‘Christian faith,’ ‘ancient faith,’ etc., to
the lies they introduced into the church centuries later. SL 12, 1427
Luther Deplores the Blasphemy of His Masses. I wish I had been a pander or a robber rather than to have
sacrificed Christ for fifteen years by saying Mass. W-T 1, No. 894
Acknowledgment: From What Luther Says , Book 2, Nos 2840, 2841, 2851, 2852, 1986 Copyright Concordia
Publishing House. Reproduced with permission under licence number 17:3-1.
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Devotion  Psalm 50:12-15
(Part 2)
v12. If

I were hungry, I would not tell thee, for the world is Mine and the fullness thereof,
I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?
v14. Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the Most High,
v15. and call upon Me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me,
v13. Will

T

freely because we know that God is reconciled to us
through the blood of His Son. He forgives us our
sins for the sake of Christ, He cleanses us from all
our unrighteousness, from the sins which still cling
to us.
This He can do because the righteousness of
Christ is there in sufficient quantity to outweigh all
our trespasses; His atonement is great enough to
cover all our sins. What is more, in doing this, our
heavenly Father is proving Himself faithful to His
promises, Heb. 10, 23.
And He is just; having accepted the redemption
of Christ, His perfect reconciliation, it would be an
act of unrighteousness and injustice on His part to
break His promise ratified by the blood of Jesus. If
Christ were still in the grave, then our hope were
vain; but with the risen Christ exalted to the right
hand of God we are courageous and defiant in faith.
So the Christian calls upon God in the day of
trouble.
He realises his need of his Saviour. He realises
his sin has cut him off from the grace of his
Heavenly Father. He realises he needs the air he
breathes, the food he eats, the clothes he wears, but
most importantly of all, he realises from whence all
of this comes, from God. He sees Jesus as the ‘Way,
the Truth, and the Life,’ that ‘no man comes to the
Father but by Him.’ The Holy Spirit has taught him
the truth of Ephesians 2:8, 9:
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God;
not of works, lest any man should boast.
In short, the Holy Spirit has worked faith in
his heart.
It was faith which made Abel’s offering
acceptable. Hebrews 11:4:
By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he
obtained witness that he was righteous, God
testifying of his gifts; and by it he, being
dead, yet speaketh.
Calling upon God is a common expression in
the Bible for turning to the Lord in true faith for
help. It is an act of worship on the part of the
Christian when he calls upon God, prays, praises,
and gives thanks.

rue worship of the Lord involves firstly that
we:

1. Call upon Him in the day of trouble;

Cain offered the sacrifices God required. King
Saul offered the sacrifices God required. Even the
pagans offer to their idols sheep, goats, bulls, grain.
The Pharisees offered up sacrifices in the Temple.
The Moslems fast, pray, do good works. Even
atheists do much good. But their offerings, even if
offered outwardly in the Name of the Lord, are
offerings to the devil.
Their sacrifice is rejected. God has no use for
their sacrifice ̶ they are merely offering to Him
what is already His.
‘But to this man will I look, even to him that
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at
My Word.’ (Isaiah 66:2). God looks to the
broken-hearted, the man who realises his
unworthiness, his insufficiency. Only they realise
there is nothing they can offer to God. Only they
realise that they have no merit in God’s sight, that
they fully deserve the fullest sentence of God’s
righteous punishment.
Only they realise their need of God.
A person must see His need of a Saviour, Jesus
Christ, before his worship is of any value. God’s
holy Law must convict his heart, convicting him of
his great crimes against God, shaming him,
terrifying him of God’s wrath and displeasure. He
must be reduced to his knees, cringing before God in
sorrow over his sins, and cry out with the publican,
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 1 John 1:9, 10:
If we confess our sins, He is f aithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
If we say that we have not sinned, we make
Him a liar, and His Word is not in us.
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just,
that He forgives the sins and cleanses us from all
unrighteousness. This is the privilege that Christians
have, to bring their transgressions before their
heavenly Father in contrition and repentance, to
confess them all without excuse. We can do that so
2
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‘Behold what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us that we should be called
the sons (children) of God.’
But let us never forget that we owe this royal
privilege to our Lord Jesus Christ alone. He, our
elder brother, reconciled us to God when we were
yet sinners. He alone has secured for us the right
confidently to approach the just and holy God with
the prayer, ‘Our Father.’ ‘No man cometh to the
Father but by Me.’ John 14:6. So no non-Christian
can call upon the Lord’s Name. He may say it, but
he cannot pray it. ‘For he that honoureth not the
Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent Him.’
John 5:23. Let us ever remember to approach our
Heavenly Father in faith through our Saviour Jesus
Christ.
—TJW.

What danger, what loss, what calamity, need
we fear if the almighty and everlasting God, the
Maker of heaven and earth, the Giver of every good
gift, is our Father through our Lord Jesus Christ? He
is in heaven, high above all earthly fathers, not
subject to their weaknesses, not limited in His power
and love as they are, but able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think.
Just stop and think what it means to have God’s
eyes watching over you, God’s hands protecting and
guiding you, God’s heart loving and cherishing you
with everlasting love! Then you are not alone and
forsaken in this poor world, though you have no
other friend beside. He is an omnipresent God and
Father, and wherever we are, whatever our trouble
and woe, we can go to Him and pour out our aching
heart on His loving bosom and be comforted with
divine and abiding comfort. 1 John 3:1:

1517-2017: 500th Anniversary of Luther Nailing the 95 Theses
Why We Never Can Nor Dare Give up the Fight to
Maintain the Pure Word of God?

Reformation Meditation:

Jude 3: ‘Beloved, when I gave all diligence (while I was making every effort) to write unto you of the
common salvation (about the salvation possessed in common by all of us), it was needful for me to write unto
you (I was compelled instead to write to you urgently), and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for
(to fight strenuously, with intensity and determination for the defense of) the faith (the entire Word of God with
saving faith at its heart) which was once delivered unto the saints (for all entrusted into the safe-keeping of the
saints).’
[1] We Never Can Nor Dare Give up the Fight to Maintain the Pure Word of God Because The
Pure Doctrine Of Our Church Is Not Our Possession, But
A Treasure Only Entrusted To Us For Our Faithful
Administration.
Dr. Walther: ‘Concerning the true faith the apostle, therefore, says
that it was ‘once delivered unto the saints.’ True faith, or what is the
same, the pure doctrine is, therefore, not given but only ‘delivered’ to
the saints, that is, not granted to them but only given into their charge,
not made their possession over which they are free lords and with which
they can do as they please but only something entrusted to them as
belonging to another, that is, God's possession, which they merely as
servants and stewards must faithfully preserve and administer.

‘Would it be love if in order to avoid a battle a general would
allow merely a small opening to be made for the enemy in the wall
of a fortress given to him to defend? Would not such a general
rather be called to account and punished as a traitor? ... Would it be love if Luther would have
immediately become silent about the discovered and known truth?

‘Would it be love if in the conflict for the pure doctrine ‘delivered’ to us, that is, entrusted to us only
for faithful administration, we Lutherans would finally give up? If in order to make friends among men and
in order to pass for loving and peaceable people, we would let it go? No, that would not be brotherly love, or
love of our neighbour, to say nothing of love toward God, but self-love, not faithful stewardship of the great
3
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possession entrusted to us by God only to be administered but shameful embezzlement of another's possession,
yes, nothing else before God but robbery and theft....’
[2] We Never Can Nor Dare Give up the Fight to Maintain the Pure Word of God Because The
Loss Of This Treasure Would Be Something Much More Terrible Than All The Strife And
Discord Among Men.
‘Because the apostle wanted to write to the Christians “of the common salvation” he deemed it necessary,
first of all, to admonish them to ‘contend for the faith.’ So according to this apostolic explanation the question
concerns nothing less than ‘the common salvation.’ (German: the salvation of us all.)
‘Dare we, can we, therefore, now give up the conflict for the pure doctrine in our Church? Never! Yes, if we
were fighting over money and goods, over honour before men, over good days, in brief, over earthly things, woe
would be us if we would never ask whether peace in the world and Church is thus being destroyed, whether
unbelievers and weak Christians were being offended, whether God's work was being hindered or not. But it is a
different matter when we ‘contend for the faith which once was delivered unto the saints.’ Then we are not
fighting over temporal but eternal treasures, then we
are fighting not over man's but God's honour, then we
are fighting not for this but for eternal life, then
according to our text we are fighting in one word,
‘for the common salvation.’
That is why even all the prophets and apostles and
Christ Himself constantly fought for the pure faith; and
indeed Christ expressly says in Matthew 10: ‘Think not
that I am come to send peace on earth; I came not to
send peace, but a sword. For 1 am come to set a man at
variance against his father, and the daughter against
her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own
household.’ (Matt. 10:34-36). The strife which arises
because one fights for the pure doctrine is, therefore, not an unfortunate but a blessed strife which Christ did not
come to end and forbid but rather to send and to incite in this world.
[3] We Never Can Nor Dare Give up the Fight to Maintain the Pure Word of God Because This
Conflict Is One COMMANDED By God, And Therefore Is Certainly BLESSED By God In
Time And In Eternity.
‘We nevertheless dare not and could not give up this
conflict. And why? Because the great God has commanded
it in clear words. For who is it? who in our text so earnestly
summons all saints, that is, all Christians through the Apostle
Jude to “contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints.”? It is the great God himself. For those holy
men of God have spoken being moved by the Holy Ghost.
What more do we need? Which man, yes, which angel, will
dare to say “No, do not fight” when God says “Fight!”?
‘When we are now fighting at the command of the great
God, dare we ever fear that our struggle would be in vain?
Never! What God does or commands to be done cannot be
anything but blessed in time and in eternity. For as the wise
man Sirach writes: “Defend the truth until death, then will
God the Lord fight for you”.’
God's command: ‘Contend for the faith!’ applies to all times, also to ours. Let also our hearts be kindled
by the fiery zeal with which Luther and his faithful helpers fought. Let us not like a coward surrender
without a fight what they in hot conflict and with word, writing, blood, and tears gained by conflict, but
faithfully preserve it and courageously defend it against all assaults until death. Let us consider no truth
revealed for salvation as insignificant and agree to its falsification.
(Selected portions from Walther's Reformation Sermon on Jude 3 in his Epistle Sermons pages 481-487.
Emphasis added.) BLW.
4
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Blessed Fruits of the Reformation - Part 6.

(Taken from ‘The Reformation and Its Blessed Fruits’ by M. L. Gotsch)
(Conclusion)

X. Luther's Blessed Death.
59. Why do we consider it of importance to know the truth about Luther's last moments?
After Luther's body had been laid to rest, his enemies spread rumours about his ‘horrible’ death. But
reliable witnesses, who were present when he died, have told us that he died a blessed death.
[Luther's
death
teaches
us: (1) how
important it is
to die in Christ
in order to be
saved;
(2)
the
Bible doctrine
of salvation
by
grace
through faith
in Christ as
taught in it
purity
in
Scripture was
his sole comfort; (3) that he died in the faith which he taught; (4) how we can die a blessed
death in Christ blood and righteousness; (5) how damning the lies of the Catholics were. Note
how desperate the lies of the Catholics are. BLW]
LIE CATHOLICS SPREAD ABOUT LUTHER'S DEATH:

60. Tell of Luther's last hours on February 18, 1546, in Eisleben.
Though he suffered intense pain, he thanked God for the Gospel, commended his soul to Him, and
confessed his faith in Jesus Christ.
[The night before Luther died he
prayed:
‘O my Heavenly Father, Thou God
and Father of our LORD Jesus Christ,
Thou God of all comfort, I thank Thee
that Thou has revealed unto me Thy
dear Son, Jesus Christ, on whom I
believe, whom I have preached and
confessed, whom I have loved and
lauded, whom the wicked pope and all
the ungodly abuse, persecute and
blaspheme. I pray Thee, my LORD Jesus
Christ, let my poor soul be committed
into Thy keeping. O Heavenly Father, I
5
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know assuredly that, although I must give up this body and be removed from this life, I shall still abide
with Thee eternally, and that no-one can pluck me out of Thy Hand.’
He also comforted himself with his favourite text, John 3:16, and with the words of the 68th Psalm
‘He that is our God is the God of salvation’ (Psalm 68:20).
Three times he was heard to repeat the words, ‘Father, into Thy Hands I commend my spirit. Thou
hast redeemed me, Thou faithful God.’ (Psalm 31:5).
Hereupon he was silent. While his wrists were being bathed, Dr. Jonas and Coelius asked him,
‘Reverend father, are you willing to die faithful to Christ and the doctrine you have preached?’ and he
answered distinctly, ‘Yes’. BLW]
61. What do we know of his last moments?
He lay on a couch, without moving a limb. Dr. Jonas then asked him: ‘Reverend father, are you
willing to die confessing Christ and the doctrine that you have been taught?’
He distinctly answered, ‘Yes,’ and shortly after breathed his last.
[Death Bed - Thursday, February 18, 1546, 2:45 a.m. Luther, age 62, died of heart failure in
Eisleben, his birthplace, surrounded by his three sons and
colleagues. Far right: Luther’s tomb in the Castle Church at
Wittenberg. BLW]

62. In which little prayer, contained in one of our Lutheran hymns, do we ask Jesus to keep us
faithful unto death?

O grant that in Thy holy Word
We here may live and die, dear
Lord;
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there.
Hymn 110 v 9

(ALHB 273v9).

6
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The Chief Instrument of the Reformation
ucas Cranach, the great Reformation artist,

confessions, liturgies, hymns, catechisms, and letters.
He even translated the entire Bible into the German
Language, completing the New Testament by himself
in only three months. With the Psalmist, Luther
could say, ‘Thou through thy commandments hast
made me wiser than mine enemies... I have more
understanding than all my teachers: for thy
testimonies are my meditation.’ (Psa. 119:98-99).
The Word of God also produced a notable
humility and transparency in Luther. If ever a person
wore his heart on his sleeve, it was he. Like
Nathaniel, Luther was ‘an Israelite indeed, in whom
[was] no guile’ (Joh. 1:47). He spoke freely and
honestly before all, without a concern for man’s
approval or praise. He did not shrink from declaring
‘all the counsel of God’ (Acts 20:27). His powerful
manner of speech was often mistaken as crude and
offensive. But, in truth, he spoke out of a sanctified
and loving Christian heart, seeking the well-being of
all and having enmity towards none. His occasional
harshness was never directed against men, but
against the wicked spirits who enslaved them.
Luther was a truly humble man. From the Word of
God he knew himself to be a sinner in need of the
God’s grace and forgiveness. With Paul he could
say, ‘I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth
no good thing’ (Rom. 7:18). He wrote, ‘When death
or disease threatens, I say, Hang the old thief (my
‘old Adam’) on the gallows, because I won’t get any
better, or more godly anyway. Of course I say,
Tomorrow I will live a godly life, but nothing comes
of it; I must have lied to my gracious God 100,000
times. So, away with the flesh, which can’t do
anything but sin. But I take comfort in the fact that
I’ve been baptized in the name of that Man who has
promised, ‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved.’’ (Sermons of Martin Luther: The House
Postils, Vol. 2, p. 140). The day before he died,
Luther recorded these last words: ‘We are beggars.
That is true’.
Finally, one last outstanding attribute of Luther
was his courage. This was again a result of the Word
of God. Jesus said, ‘Fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell.’ (Matt. 10:28). Luther evidenced
this fear of the Lord and disdained the fear of man.
He believed and understood that ‘The fear of man
bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the
LORD shall be safe.’ (Prov. 29:25). As he clung to
the Word of God, the Holy Spirit filled him with
divine courage. Fearlessly he journeyed to Worms to
appear before the Emperor and the entire Roman
Catholic world, later declaring ‘Had I known that as
many devils were lying in wait for me as there were

painted a remarkable picture depicting the
ministry of his dear friend Martin Luther. The
painting shows Luther in his pulpit, clothed in black,
with the Word of God opened before him, preaching
to his congregation. The congregation is composed
of men, women, and children. All look most
attentive, the women with heads covered ‘because of
the angels’ (1 Cor. 11:10). Between Luther and the
congregation stands a large wooden cross, upon
which we see our Lord Jesus Christ bearing the awful
judgement of the sins of the world. As Luther speaks
the Word of God, all eyes are riveted, not upon him,
but upon the Crucified One. In this simple picture,
Cranach depicts Luther as the mouth of God, the
chief instrument of the Reformation through whom
God again set forth the way of salvation.
Many wonderful things can be said about Martin
Luther. All who truly know the history of the
Christian church would rank him as the greatest
teacher of the Christian faith since the days of the
Apostles. He was a true miracle, a supernatural
exception to the ordinary course of nature, a most
generous gift of God’s immeasurable grace. Though
a sinner and hater of God by natural birth, as we all
are, he became by God’s grace a testimony and
monument of the power of the Word of God working
within a human being. He is the ultimate example of
what the Word of God can and does do in those in
whom it resides. In Luther we see the genuine fruits
that are produced in one who is transformed by the
renewing of the mind in accordance with the Word of
truth. In this article I would like to depict three
wonderful qualities that we see in the life of Luther
produced by the Word of God.
The first thing that impresses one about Luther
is the incredible extent of his knowledge and
understanding. He was obviously well-trained and
well-read in the academic disciplines of his day, but
he also had a practical knowledge of nature, music,
social issues, world history, human nature, and the
like. Because of his deep and continuous study of
the Word of God, he understood these things in the
right way. The Word of God was the lens through
which he looked and gleaned his information. His
was not a carnal knowledge that ‘puffeth up’ (1 Cor.
8:1), but a true spiritual knowledge that produced the
blessed fruits of godliness. The Word of God
brought forth from Luther an endless stream of
invaluable counsel and help for other people. ‘For
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
A good man out of the good treasure of
the heart bringeth forth good things’ (Matt. 12:3435). Out of Luther’s good heart, formed by the Word
of God, came a multitude of sermons, commentaries,
7

Page 56

Vol LII, September-October 2017, No 5.

tiles on the roofs I should nevertheless have leaped
into their midst with joy.’ (Luther’s Works, Vol. 48,
p. 390). Fearlessly he took his stand at the Diet of
Worms boldly proclaiming, ‘Unless I am convinced
by the testimony of the Word of God or by clear and
cogent reasons, as I cannot submit my faith to the
pope nor to the councils, which have manifestly often
erred and contradicted themselves, and as I am bound
in conscience by the passages I have quoted, I cannot
and will not retract anything.’ (Four Hundred Years,
pp. 98-100). It was Luther against the world. One
humble monk stood by the power of the Word of
God against Papal bulls, Imperial bans, and relentless
threats of capture, torture, and death.
Martin Luther was a truly remarkable human
being. All of his works and ways provoked the
hatred and opposition of the world and its most
powerful men. And yet he and his righteous cause
triumphed gloriously over them all. Who can
understand that? The only explanation is the power
of the Word of God working through him. One of
Luther’s own students provided this eye-witness

account of him after he had defied the Imperial ban
and had returned to Wittenberg to resume his
ministry. He writes, ‘On March 6 Martin Luther
returned to Wittenberg in equestrian habit,
accompanied by several horsemen… As far as one
can tell from his face the man is kind, gentle and
cheerful. His voice is sweet and sonorous, so that I
wonder at the sweet speaking of the man. Whatever
he does, teaches, and says is most pious, even though
his impious enemies say the opposite. Everyone,
even though not Saxon, who hears him once, desires
to hear him again and again, such tenacious hooks
does he fix in the minds of his auditors. In short
there is nothing lacking in that man which makes for
the most perfect Christian piety, even though all
mortals and the gates of hell may say the contrary.’
(Luther’s Works, Vol. 48, p. 400, note 2). May the
example of Martin Luther encourage us all to learn
the Word of God, that it might produce in us also
spiritual knowledge, humility, and courage. Amen.
S Wood.

Doctrinal Preaching

T

he Scriptures are ‘profitable for doctrine’ (2 Tim. 3:16)
and ‘whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning.’ (Rom. 15:4.) Luke writes to
Theophilus, that he might ‘know the certainty of those things,
wherein he had been instructed.’ (Luke 1: 4.) The first and chief
use of the Word, therefore, is that of instruction or
indoctrination.
Teaching implies ignorance on the part of those taught.
Of the Gentiles, i. e. of all who are without the Word, Paul
writes that they have ‘their understanding darkened, being
alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in
them.’ (Eph. 4:18.) Timothy, who ‘from a child knew the holy
Scriptures,’ was thereby ‘made wise unto salvation.’ (2 Tim. 3:
15.) The pitiable ignorance in divine matters, common to all
men, shows the wisdom of God in making instruction the prime
object, of His Revelation.
Without previous instruction, there can be no faith or
prayer. ‘How shall they call on Him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard?’ (Rom. 10:14). ‘’Faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God.’ (v. 17.)
A believing Christian is a disciple, i. e. a learner, and his
entire life is a discipleship. ‘If ye continue in My word,’ says the
Lord, ‘then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free.’ (John 8: 31-32.)
The holy living of Christians is another result of their
indoctrination. After teaching Titus justification by faith and
baptism, Paul charges him: ‘This is a faithful saying, and these
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have
believed in God might be careful to maintain good works.’ (Tit.
8

3:8.) And the Word from which Timothy
received ‘instruction in righteousness’
was to make him a ‘man of God
thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.’ (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17.)
Those who convey or explain to men
heavenly things are called teachers,
frequently also prophets. The two greatest
teachers are Moses and Christ. (Deut.
18:15.) Nicodemus calls Christ ‘a teacher
come from God,’ (John 3:2) and Paul
speaks of himself as ‘a teacher of the
Gentiles in faith and verity.’ (1 Tim. 2:7.)
The work of our Saviour on earth
was principally to suffer, but no less to
teach. He ‘taught’ in the temple in the
synagogues, on mountains, from a ship, at
Jacob's well etc. The issues between him
and his adversaries were doctrinal. (John
7: 14 ff. Matth. 15:9; 16:12.)
His work was continued by his
disciples. The missionary journeys of Paul
were the greatest educational campaign
this world has ever witnessed. The
Twelve were charged with having ‘filled
Jerusalem with their doctrine.’ (Acts
5:28.) At Athens the philosophers
demanded to hear Paul's ‘new doctrine’.
(Acts 17:19.) And all apostolic writers do
not only teach ‘doctrine,’ but also warn
against false doctrine.
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Those who ‘received the doctrine’ are mentioned by the
holy writers with satisfaction; e. g. the Thessalonians (1 Thess.
2: 13), the household of Cornelius (Acts 10:1), the Ethiopian
(Acts 8: 31 ff), the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1: 5).
Finally, a chief requirement in a bishop, i. e. a Christian
pastor, is that he must be ‘apt to teach’ (1Tim. 3:2) and ‘give
attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.’ (1 Tim.
4:13.) Accordingly, in the diploma of vocation which Christian
congregations present to their called pastor, are careful to state,
at the outset, that, and what, he is desired to teach.
Doctrinal sermons, then, are what God and the Church
demand of a faithful pastor; and if the preaching of such
sermons is required of the pastor, it follows that the hearing of
such sermons is required of the parishioner. The demand of our
times is for ‘practical’ sermons. What is meant by the term
‘practical’ in this connection? We believe that it relates both to
the matter preached and to the manner of preaching it. As to the
matter, the ‘practical’ sermon is to deal with moral issues, social
reform, topics of interest at the time being, etc. As to the
manner, the ‘practical’ sermon is to be couched in pleasing
language, full of wit, with probably a moderate allowance of
anecdotes, adduced, it is said, for the sake of illustration.
To one who holds this ideal of a ‘practical’ sermon, a
‘doctrinal’ sermon is tedious, both on account of the matter
contained in it, and the manner in which it is offered. As to the
matter, he dislikes the ever recurring topics of repentance, faith,
and good works. As to the manner, the constant appeals to the
Word in the form of citations of sacred texts, the introduction of
personages from sacred history, whose acquaintance was made
in school, and a peculiar earnestness of the speaker, seem
objectionable to our lover of the ‘practical’ sermon. If you
choose to pursue the subject with him, he may tell you that he
loves the Proverbs of Solomon far more than the Psalms of
David, or the Gospel of John; though he may not be aware of it
that in one half hour he has displayed enough ‘practical’
ignorance, to cause you serious doubts whether he has read any
of the three, least of all the first.
In ancient Rome or Athens they had ‘practical’ preaching
in their day. Horace, Juvenal, Seneca, Socrates, Plato, all these
possessed keen discernment of the practical in human life and
conduct, and had a way of expressing things that was intensely
interesting, whenever they did not treat the sensations of their
day. Again, during the reign of rationalism preachers had an eye
to the ‘practical’ in their sermons, so much so that one of them,
on Christmas Day, ‘preached’ from the gospel of the day ‘On
the usefulness of stall-feeding.’ And in our own times we
occasionally meet with some highly ‘practical’ pulpit
performances. E.g. when in the closing meeting of the late C. E.
Convention a speaker had his audience (consisting of people
who are more ‘spiritual’ than we common church-people)
cheering, hissing, applauding, laughing, greatly laughing, and,
finally, giving six Cheers for the abuse of their government to
which they had listened, we have little doubt, but that many
pronounced the deliverance ‘better, than half a dozen sermons’
and extremely ‘practical.’
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Thank God, dear reader, that you are
not cursed with ‘practical’ sermons of this
sort, but that you have the true kind of
practical preaching, the doctrinal. No
preaching saves but that which exhibits
man's sinfulness, and God's grace for his
conversion. As to the moral issues in
human life, they are nowhere discussed
with greater clearness, emphasis,
persuasiveness, and completeness than in
a sermon which ‘rightly divides the word
of truth’ (2 Tim. 2: 15) i. e. which applies
both the Law and the Gospel. Those who
would preach their listeners holy by their
own moral efforts will destroy their souls;
for, no effort, save that of Jesus, can save
a soul. Those who humble their listeners
by the preaching of the Law, and then
show them how the Law has been
fulfilled for them, and how they may take
heart they heap to themselves teachers,
having again and lead a blameless life are
the only practical preachers. To those we
should listen with delight, sitting like
Mary, who chose ‘that good part,’ (Luke
10:42,) at the feet of Jesus. Of their
sermons we should never tire. ‘To write
the same things to you,’ says Paul, ‘to me
indeed is not grievous, but for you it is
safe.’ (Phil. 3:1.) Paul was emphatically a
doctrinal preacher and writer.
In an age like ours, when rationalism,
liberalism, unionism, and indifferentism
run riot, and the barren wastes of legalism
are forced to yield a quick growth of the
poisonous weeds of sentimentalism,
strictly doctrinal preaching is more than
ever necessary. ‘Preach the word,’ Paul
writes to Timothy, ‘be instant in season,
out of season, reprove, rebuke exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine. For the
time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall itching ears; and they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables. But watch thou in
all things, endure afflictions, do the work,
of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry.’ (2 Tim. 4: 2-5.)
If these are the preachers God wants,
of what sort must the listeners be?
D. (Lutheran Witness,1896, p44.)
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nother Baltic martyr has fallen

in Bolshevist Russia. This is
Siegfried Schultz, a Lutheran
evangelist among the immigrants
of Siberia. When the Bolshevists
came to power he was put in
prison for ten months without
cause but was freed unexpectedly
at the end of that time instead of
being shot. As pastors are
classified among those exercising
harmful professions, he was, after
his discharge subjected to tax
upon tax. When he did not pay
promptly his few possessions
were pawned. Only one room was
allowed him and he and his whole
family had to live and cook and
study in this single chamber. Nor
could his relatives help him since
they had little themselves, and
they, too, feared to awaken the
suspicions of the ever-watching
Tcheka.
The number of pastors in the
Russian Lutheran church has sunk
from over three hundred to eighty,
and this naturally imposes a heavy

burden on the remaining ones.
Schultz was sent by Bishop
Melmgren to assist and encourage
the Christians in the Esthonian
colonies in North Russia. The
cold here is so intense that
travelling in winter is next to
impossible. Before the war school
houses and communal buildings
could be borrowed for meetings,
but at present pastors are excluded
from them for the Marxian reason
that they represent ‘religion, the
opium of the people.’ So in
summer gatherings are held out of
doors before fires of juniper brush
whose smoke keeps at a distance
the millions of black flies.
Wherever Schultz preached
a great spiritual hunger was
manifest and the people came by
hundreds, even Communists
among them. They realized when
they heard the evangelist that here
was no ‘capitalist soul-trapping’
or systematic chloroforming of
men's minds,’ but the preaching
of the Gospel of peace and
righteousness. The joyous singing

and testimony of the Christians
bitterly excited the local
Bolshevist agents. One of them,
an Esthonian named Puusepp,
determined to kill Schultz as a
counter-revolutionist. This he did
when the opportunity came,
shooting down the evangelist in
cold blood, without giving him
any opportunity for self-defence.
On the following Sunday
the city of Omsk experienced a
novel sight. Through the centre of
the city which had turned the
churches into movie houses and
clubs, through the street where the
holiest Christian things had been
dragged into the mud, passed a
procession of many hundreds
bearing the coffin of their
martyred pastor and singing,
‘Jesus meine Zuversicht’ (‘Christ,
my sure Defence’), and
‘Jerusalem, du hochgebaute Stadt’
(‘Jerusalem, Thou City Fair and
High’).—Sunday School Times.
(AL 1928, p286)

Historical Harbour Reno
Caesarea, Israel
The Caesarea Rothschild Foundations and the Caesarea Edmond de Rothschild Corporation have announced
funding for further renovation of the ancient Roman harbour of Caesarea on Israel’s mid Mediterranean coast.
Archaeologists are working to renovate the ancient harbor at Caesarea, and now plan to continue the excavation
in the Caesarea National Park as well.
The area includes the termination of a well preserved Roman aqueduct, and amphitheatre dating from New
Testament times.
—Hana Levi Julian
(Taken from Archaeological Diggings, Newsletter No. 11, May 2017)

Notes and News
Hosiptal:

). May they find comfort in these

words.
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Moments With God
Read Genesis 1:20-31
VERSE 27 —So God created man: in His own image: in the image of God created
He him.
O GOD, who hast created us and given us our bodies and souls our eyes and ears and all our members, our
reason and all our senses, and who dost still preserve them to us we rejoice in this, that Thou art our
Maker. We bless Thy glorious name because Thou didst raise us up from the dust and didst give us Thine
image. Thy Word doth teach us that we are Thine offspring, and that Thou didst fashion us, giving us
spirits which were like Thee in righteousness and true holiness. Alas, that we sinned against Thee, and
chose the vanity of wanting to be equal with Thee instead of the true joy of being in Thine image a nd
resting as children in Thy bosom. How good Thou art, promising that Thou wilt restore us to Thy likeness.
How merciful Thou hast been, sending Thine only-begotten Son, Jesus, to bring back Thine image to us.
Such love, such tender mercy, is too wonderful for us. We cry out with Thy servant, ‘What is man, that
Thou art Mindful, of him, and the son of man, that Thou visitest him?’ But, unspeakably wonderful as
Thy mercy is, we know it is real and true. Thy Son did become the Second Adam and, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin, so new life hath come by one Man,— the Man Christ Jesus.
Eternal praise be to Thee: And now, O God, make Thy restored image plain in us every day, until we see
our Saviour face to face, awakening in His likeness. Amen
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The following was placed in the South Burnett Times by the Kingaroy Congregation:

12

