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Interviews with God
 I ASK: “What Is the Remedy for a Depression?”
 THUS SAITH THE LORD: “O Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine
iniquity” Hosea 14:1.
“I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all your places; yet
have ye not returned unto Me, saith the Lord” Amos 4:6.
“If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins,
and will heal their land” 2 Chronicles 7:14.
 TO WHICH I RESPOND: “Lord, our God, we do confess our sin. As a nation and as individuals
we have transgressed Thy law. Because of our unfaithfulness to Thee, we do not deserve
prosperity. Give us grace that we may repent of our folly, and seek Thee alone as the One Whom
we should love and serve. May we turn again to Thee, for our own good, for the prosperity of our
nation, and especially for the sake of Thine own glory. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

God is at Work in Your Life
“But He knoweth the way that I take. When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold”
Job 23:10.
It’s a mistake to compare yourself to other people, because God has a plan for you that’s unique and
personal. His methods may sometimes seem strange and His training laborious, but His results are
always worth waiting for. Without scams and games He accomplishes His purpose in our lives, and
all He asks us to do is trust and obey. It’s that simple. In the midst of unspeakable heartache and
trouble, notice three things Job said about God:
(1) ‘He knows the way that I take.’ The path you are on today is the one God chose for you, and He
never makes mistakes. And even when you don’t know where He is, God knows where you are
because He never takes His eye off of you.
(2)’When he has tried (tested) me.’ The word ‘when’ means God has established a set time for
testing you, and a set time for bringing you out of the test. Aren’t you glad He’s the One Who’s
testing you, and not people? Would you trust anyone other than Him to take you through this learning
curve? Of course you wouldn’t.
(3) ‘I will come forth as gold.’ When God gets through refining you and removing the impurities
from your life, you will shine like pure and precious gold. The process always precedes the promise.
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When the dross (impurities) has been discarded and the fear removed, some people may wonder how
such a vessel could have been made from such poor material. They may even ask if you’re the same
person. When they do, just say ‘No!’
SoulFood: Numbers 7, Mark 1:21–45, Psalm 94:12–23, Proverbs 10:27

A Short Exposition of 1 Peter
(Continued from January – May 2019 edition)

To whom did Peter write this letter?
The answer is given in 1 Peter 1:1: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.”
Saint Peter calls those to whom he writes ‘strangers’. In English this word refers to “those people that
we do not know and have not met.” The Greek word means far more than that. Literally the Greek
means: “one who comes from a foreign country into a city or land to reside there by the side of the
natives.” The Greek word refers to those Christians “who have settled down alongside the heathen,
the unbelievers.” Here Peter reminds us that the great majority of people reject the Word of God and
live on in unbelief. The true Christian Church is only a small group of believers scattered throughout
the huge number of unbelievers in the world. It shows us that while the Christian lives in the world,
yet he is not to become of the world; he is not to join in with the sinful activities of the worldlings, but
to be separate from their evil desires.
The word ‘scattered’ in the first place refers to the fact that after the Babylonian Captivity a large
number of Jews were dispersed all over the then known world (Deuteronomy 28:25). It is used in
John 7:35 and James 1:1 to refer to those Jews living outside Palestine. The Jews were scattered
around the then known world, as a farmer in those days would plant his seed by walking along, taking
a handful of seed from his bag and then scattering this indiscriminately over the ground. This
scattering of the Jews took place well before 70 A.D. when Jerusalem was destroyed, and in general,
the great majority of the Jews lived outside Palestine in Gentile population centres by their own
choice, because they made much money from their business activities in these areas.
These Christian congregations to which Peter writes had been founded by Paul and his fellow
workers. Whenever Paul entered a city he would at first bring the Word of God to the Jews. When the
majority rejected his inspired teaching, he then turned to the Gentiles. So, in the first place, Peter
addresses the Jewish Christians assembled in these places; but in the second place he addresses his
words to the larger number of Gentile Christians present there as 1 Peter 2:10 plainly shows; and
ultimately, he addresses himself to Christians of all times.
Christians must never regard themselves as PERMANENT DWELLERS on this earth. Peter
addresses the early Christians: “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as STRANGERS and PILGRIMS” 2
Peter 2:11. King David says: “I am a STRANGER with Thee, and a SOJOURNER (temporary
dweller), as all my fathers were” Psalm 39:12. See also Psalm 119:19. Christians are STRANGERS
and PILGRIMS here in this world. Our stay here on earth is brief. Therefore do not live for this world;
do not place your love in sinful fashions, sinful pleasures, in getting drunk, or in gathering together
money and earthly possessions. For these things shall be destroyed on the last day together with the
universe. How corruptible are earthly treasures! They cast the earthly-minded person into everlasting
torture, shame and punishment in hell. A Christian is heavenly-minded and seeks things above. His
Saviour has provided for him his incorruptible inheritance, a most precious treasure, worth more than
all gold and silver, that is, eternal life, forgiveness of sins, and everlasting joy, delight, and the blessed
beholding of God face to face in heaven. This unfading inheritance our Saviour bought with His
precious blood, and through faith in Himself it has now become our heritage. The joy of this world is
vain and short-lived and finally ends in eternal sorrow. But if the pilgrim here on earth must weep
because of earthly tribulation, let him remember his heavenly appointment, and he will forget his
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grief, confessing: “I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to
the glory which shall be revealed in us” Romans 8:18.
Please look at the map, and see where the people to whom Saint Peter wrote lived.

1 Peter 1:2: “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you and peace be
multiplied.”
The word ‘elect’ comes from a Greek word meaning ‘to pick out’ and here means ‘chosen you out of
the world.’ The elect are those persons whom God the Father from eternity in His grace and mercy,
not according to their works nor anything good in them (2 Timothy 1:9), selected and appointed to be
His Own.
While the Scriptures speak of an election to eternal life, there is no election to damnation. God did not
say, “These I want saved; the others I want damned,” for we read in 1 Timothy 2:4, “God will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the Truth.” See also Ezekiel 18:32. Nor did God
choose some because they were better than others, nor did He foresee that some would believe, and on
account of that elect them, for the Bible says, “Ye were dead (spiritually) in trespasses and sins”
Ephesians 2:1. In 2 Timothy 1:9 we read, “God hath saved us, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace.” Here is a mystery which we cannot comprehend with our
reason. Let us therefore bring every thought into subjection to the Word of God and believe and teach
only what the Scriptures teach on this point. Whoever tries to solve this mystery will always go
wrong, as did Calvin and Arminius. Let us cling to these Scripture truths:
(i)

From eternity, in His grace and mercy, God the Father has elected certain persons to eternal
life; there is no election to eternal wrath.
(ii) Those who perish do so because of their own fault.
(iii) God in time brings His Word to His elect so that they are saved alone by grace through faith
in Christ, not by men’s works.
(iv) God wants all people to be saved. Christ died for all, but the great majority reject what
Christ has done.
1 Peter 1:2 tells us how God in time carried out His eternal counsel and decision:
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(a) ‘Through sanctification of the Spirit’
The Holy Spirit through the Law and the Gospel works faith in the sinner’s heart, thus ‘setting the
Christian apart’ from the unbelievers, by cleansing their heart from the filth of sin. In most cases,
this work is begun by Holy Baptism.
(b) ‘Unto obedience’
The act of faith is spoken of here by the word ‘obedience’. This is not the obedience of the
Christian and the Christian life in obedience to the Law of God. But it refers to the Holy Ghost
working faith in our hearts, by accepting the Gospel of Christ. When our faith rests on Christ’s
work of Redemption, this is what is meant by obedience to the Gospel (Romans 10:16) and to
Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). Let us again note: Faith is not our work, but alone the work of the
Holy Ghost. In Acts 6:7 we read that “a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.”
Thus the Holy Spirit brings the elect to faith in Christ Jesus through the Word.
(c) ‘And sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ’
This is a reference, in the first place, to the Ceremonial Law where the priest sprinkled the people
with the sacrificial blood (Hebrews 9:19) as a picture of the cleansing Christ would bring. But
Christ has come and sprinkled the believing sinner with His own precious cleansing blood so that
all his sins are washed away.
(d) ‘Grace be unto you and peace multiplied’
This is a wonderful greeting where Saint Peter prays that the Lord would now impart to us His
grace, His undeserved love, His grace which Christ earned for us, that makes us partakers of the
peace of heart and soul which passes all understanding and which flows from the knowledge that
our sins are forgiven, for Christ’s sake. Note how the three Persons of the Trinity are mentioned
and how they work together for the conversion, preservation and final salvation of the elect.
How are we to regard our election?
On the basis of Scripture, Luther writes; “When, therefore, your sin and unworthiness assail you and
the thought occurs to you that you are not elected by God…and you are frightened at the terrible
instances of divine wrath and judgment, then do not argue at length WHY God does this or that as He
does…Nor venture to explore the depth of divine election with your reason. Otherwise you will most
certainly go wrong. Rather hold to the promises of the Gospel. This will teach you that Christ, God’s
Son, came into the world in order to bless all the nations on earth, that is, to redeem them from sin and
death, to justify and save them.
“If you follow this advice, if you first recognize that you are a child of wrath by nature, guilty of
eternal death and damnation…and if you then grasp God’s promise, believing that He… has sent
Christ, His only Son, to render satisfaction (payment) for your sin, to give you His innocence and
righteousness, and finally to redeem you from all danger and death, then do not doubt that you
belong to the little flock of the elect. When you treat of election in this way (as Saint Paul constantly
does) it is comforting beyond measure.” (What Luther Says, Vol 1, p 457, No 1351).
(Next time we shall learn about the true inheritance that awaits the Christian).
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Brief History of the Church—
Life and Deeds of Dr Martin Luther
[Professor Koch: “History is a great teacher.” Let us take
note of the following lessons of history and value God’s grace
in preserving His Word with us.]

CHAPTER 10—HOW LUTHER WAS CONSOLED IN THE CLOISTER
(Continued from January – May 2019 edition)

CHRIST DOES NOT TERRIFY BUT HE CONSOLES THE TORTURED SINNER IN
THE GOSPEL
God comforted Luther’s bruised heart especially through

Dr Staupitz. To him Luther often confessed, and
complained of his trials.
Staupitz replied: “I have never experienced such conflicts;
but as far as I can see and understand, they are more
necessary for you than eating or drinking.” Then Luther
thought that no one had any such trials but himself, and
became as pale as death.
Finally Staupitz said to him at the table, where he was so
sad and dejected: “Why are you so sorrowful, brother
Martin?” Luther replied: “Ah, where shall I go?” Staupitz
said: “O, you do not know how beneficial and necessary
such trials are for you; without them nothing good would
become of you. God does not send them to you in vain.
“You shall see that God purposed to use you for the accomplishment of great things.”
“This,” Luther says, “I accepted as words of comfort and as the voice of the Holy Ghost.”
Once he said to Staupitz: “Why, my dear Doctor, God deals so terribly with men; who can serve Him
when He lays about Him thus?” Staupitz answered: “Dear Sir, learn to think differently of God; if
He dealt otherwise, how could He subdue stubborn heads? He must restrain the lofty trees that they
grow not into the heavens. God strikes to heal, that we, who would otherwise be oppressed, may be
delivered and redeemed.”
He also frequently wrote to Staupitz, and once in a letter uttered the complaint: “O my sin, sin, sin!”
Staupitz made this reply: “You would be without sin, and yet leave no sin in reality. Christ is the
forgiveness of real sins, such as the murder of parents, open blasphemy, contempt of God, adultery,
etc. These are sins in truth. You must keep a record of real sins, if Christ is to help you, and not be
engaged in such mummery and puppetry, making every trifle a sin.”
At another time, when Luther had fallen into great temptations, Staupitz comforted him with power,
saying: “Why, would you be only a pretend sinner and have only a pretend Saviour? Accustom
yourself to think of Jesus as a real Saviour, and of yourself as an actual sinner. God is not
engaged in vain show or idle jest when he sends His Son into the world to die for us.”
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“When I was a young man,” Luther relates, “as I was walking in the procession in priestly robes at
Erfurt, on Corpus Christi day, I was so terrified at the Sacrament, which Dr Staupitz carried, that I
was all in a perspiration, and thought I must die of fear. After the procession I told Dr Staupitz of my
anguish. He said: ‘Your thoughts are not Christ; for Christ does not terrify; He only consoles.’
These words I received joyfully, and they gave me great consolation.”
When Luther was once cruelly tortured by the doubt whether he was
going to receive eternal life, and told Staupitz of his distress, the latter
comforted him with the words: “Believe in Christ and cling to Him.
Begin at the wounds of Christ, and all doubts will at once cease.
Therefore cling to the Word, in which God has revealed Himself, and
adhere to it steadfastly; in this you have the true way of life and
salvation, if you only believe it. But when we would follow our own
thoughts and reason we forget God. In Christ all treasures are
contained.”
Once when the subject of conversation and repentance was discussed,
Staupitz said: “Only that is true repentance which flows from love to
God and His righteousness.” These words penetrated into Luther’s soul
like the sharp arrow of the mighty. He searched the Scriptures more
fully, and experienced the sweet joy of finding that all the passages of Scripture harmonized with the
proposition. Afterwards nothing had a more pleasing sound than the word repentance, which before
was the most bitter.
Especially did Luther frequently mention with
esteem and gratitude an old monastic brother,
who referred him to the words in the Apostles’
Creed: “I believe in the remission of sins.” This
article he thus explained: “It is not enough for you
to believe in general that God forgives sins, but
you must believe that He forgives you, you, you.
‘For we are saved by grace through faith.’”
By these words Luther was not only strengthened,
but his attention was also directed to the truth that
we are justified through faith. Upon this he read
many commentaries, but by frequent conversations with the old brother and by the consolation which
he experienced he soon perceived what sorry helps were the commentaries then in vogue. He
therefore read and compared, with daily prayer, the declarations and example of the prophets and
apostles upon the subject, and thus the light became gradually brighter in his soul. In the writings of
Augustine, also, he found many clear sentences which confirmed him in this doctrine concerning faith
and in the consolation which it brought to his heart.
VITAL LESSON: The great blessing of God’s Word in its
truth and purity is that souls on the brink of despair or
afflicted and anxious about their salvation can know with
certainty from the Bible that they are saved and have a
gracious God who cares for, comforts and helps them alone
through faith in the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary.

(From Life And Deeds of Dr. Martin Luther by Rev Hermann Fick (an old Missouri pastor) and
translated by Prof Loy, pages 41-45. Adapted, abridged, emphasis added. To be continued.).
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Report on the Brisbane Luther League Camp
4–6 May 2019
The weekend began with a range of activities at Urban Xtreme Adventure Park. After an hour or so of
activities, due to some significant rain, we proceeded to the Church for Bible Study instead of the park
which was originally planned. The Bible Study, undertaken by Pastor Bryce Winter, was on the topic
of the Divinely Ordained External Form of the Church is its Orthodoxy. Following the Bible Study,
everyone departed to their respective hosts for the evening.
On Sunday morning, we gathered together again for Church with Holy Communion, where Pastor
Gavin Winter preached a sermon on John 9:30-33. After service, we had a community lunch at the
Church, followed by a Bible Study by Pastor Tim Winter, where he continued his studies on the
Beatitudes—Matthew 5:6: “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they
shall be filled.” After some free time, we gathered again for dinner and activities at the Church.
Finally, on Monday morning, we met for a tour of the Fort Lytton Historical Precinct—which offered
some great insights on one of Brisbane’s oldest, preserved military defences. Originally built in 1881,
the precinct played a strategic military role as a hidden fortress—guarding Brisbane against attacks
from enemy ships, from when it was originally a colony, right through to the end of World War II.
The weekend concluded with lunch, followed by singing of Hymn 543, before everyone departed.
—

BIBLE STUDY 1 TOPIC: Divinely Ordained External Form of the Church is its
Orthodoxy
It centred around the Biblical theme taught by Dr F
Pieper: Divinely Ordained External Form of the
Church is its Orthodoxy. Just as pieces of burning
wood nurture each other and increase the heat and
light, so true Christians who in faith love God’s
Word will not only want to gather together in local
congregations as Christ has commanded (Acts
2:42-47; Matthew 18:17-20; Hebrews 10:25), but
understand that: it is God’s will that if a person
has become a Christian then he does not want to
stay alone by himself but seek the outward
fellowship with other Christians who abide in
God’s Word (1 John 1:3).
The consequences of not doing this God’s way were then discussed.
After studying thoroughly John 8:31-32; 10:4-5,27; Matthew
28:19-20; Jeremiah 23:28; 2 Timothy 1:13; Titus 1:9 we learnt
that it is God’s earnest will that true Christians hold
steadfastly to every Word in the Bible. From Matthew 7:15;
Isaiah 8:20 and Romans 16:17-18 it was deeply impressed upon
our hearts that all Christians are expressly warned to guard
themselves carefully against false prophets. Hence God’s
earnest will that true Christians avoid all false teachers and
teachings.
How serious it is that all Christians should belong only to an
orthodox church body is stressed in Jeremiah 23:31-32;
Deuteronomy 4:2; 13:1-3; Revelations 22:18-19. Here it is
taught that pastors and teachers who depart from God’s
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Word, who mix the truth with error, are threatened in Scripture with God’s wrath. So we
became convinced from the Bible that only in an orthodox Christian and Lutheran Church is
your soul properly cared for (2 Timothy 3:14-17).

BIBLE STUDY 2 TOPIC: The Beatitudes—Matthew 5:6
Pastor Tim Winter continued his Luther League Bible Study series on the Beatitudes, completing
verse 6 of Matthew 5 from the Toowoomba camp in May 2018: “Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled.”
The Luther Leaguers were reminded that the Beatitudes deal with Sanctification—growth through the
Holy Spirit in the Christian life. The righteousness of which the Beatitudes speak of is not that of
Christ, imputed by faith, but the outward piety of life that flows from faith.
What is this righteousness?
Literally the Greek means ‘being proper or right in the sense of being fully justified or in accordance
with what God requires.’ Those who hunger and thirst after this righteousness out of love to Jesus
flowing from faith, are truly blessed.
Where does the blessing come from in pursuing righteousness?
By studying 1 Timothy 6:6: “But godliness with contentment is great gain”, this question was
answered. Godliness begins when the Holy Spirit works repentance towards God, and faith in Him.
Flowing from faith, the Christian undergoes a great change of heart in reference to God and his
character. Godliness moves Christians to look towards God, mourns their distance from Him, and to
hunger and thirst after righteousness and thus draw nearer to God. Godliness moves a Christian to
become more and more like God, by leading one to love and to serve God. It brings the fear of God
before his eyes, and the love of God into his heart. The Godly person seeks first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, trusting and relying on God’s promises that all true blessings will be added to
them. Godliness moves the Christian to commune with God through prayer and meditation on His
Word, focussing on the promise of eternal glory in heaven.
Such pursuit after Godliness promotes contentment. CONTENTMENT comes from
DEPENDENCE (on God and His promises), not from INDEPENDENCE (from God)! “And God is
able to make all grace abound toward you, that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work” 2 Corinthians 9:8.
Paul instructs us that it is a learned process towards attaining contentment: “For I have learned in
whatsoever state I am therewith to be content” Philippians 4:11.
But it is a process which promises great blessing: “I can do all things through Christ, which
strengtheneth me” Philippians 4:13.

The Duties and Obligations of Office Bearers
(Continued from January – May 2019 edition)

(These articles should be read, not only by those who are office bearers, but by all members of the
Luther Society, to see if their office bearers are fulfilling their duties).
The success of a Luther Society depends to a great extent on the ability and energy of its leader—the
Chairman. If he takes his job seriously and does his best to perform the tasks to which he is appointed,
the Society will flourish, knowing that they have one to follow who is keen and enthusiastic. If,
however, he is lazy, knows little about his job, and cares little for the success of the group he leads,
the interest of the members is doomed to flag as well and the Society is in danger of falling apart. A
good Chairman is not born, but made. He may have various gifts with which he is born, eg.
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leadership, the ability to speak, and humour, but these will need to be cultivated and added to by that
knowledge and ability which alone comes from experience.
The most important person at any meeting is the Chairman. He is responsible for maintaining order,
for conducting business, for seeing that procedure is correct and for the general tone of the meeting.
“The ideal Chairman is firm yet friendly, confident but considerate and tactful, patient and impartial,
objective and always good tempered, well versed in procedure, a quick thinker, and full of common
sense. He must preserve order, be fair to everyone and put all the business clearly to the meeting, so
there can be no talking at cross purposes.” (Mr Chairman, M.Furegger, page 15).
The individual chosen to fill the position of Chairman will not only be one who is fair and has a good
measure of sound common sense, but also has the respect of the members of the group. He may not
know all there is to know about meeting procedure; but he should be one who is willing to learn,
admit and correct his mistakes and accept advice from those in a position to give it.
The following are a number of guidelines he should follow. It is not the intention to tell all that is
necessary to know in order to be a proper chairman, but here are a number of chief points, as they
especially apply to the Luther Society.
1. Know your constitution. The Chairman should regularly go through the constitution until he has
a knowledge of what every clause contains. He need not know it off by heart, but he should have
a good enough knowledge of it that if a question concerning procedure is raised, he is quickly able
to go to the clause that deals with the matter. Thus a difficulty will be quickly solved. Therefore it
is necessary to have a copy of the constitution available in order that it can be referred to in the
meeting (eg. in the Minute Book of the secretary).
2. Ascertain the date and time of the next meeting. This should preferably be done at the end of
the previous meeting.
3. See to it that all members of the Luther Society know of the details of the next meeting. This
is usually done by announcing the meeting for several Sundays before the meeting takes place. If
anyone is not present to hear this announcement, the chairman should contact them privately to let
them know. Then such ones cannot say, “We didn’t attend because we didn’t know it was on.”
4. Remind ones responsible for activities for the next meeting of their duties. The Chairman
should consult the programme, see who is to perform activities and “jog” their memory as to what
they have to do. This can be done by asking, “How is (such and such) going for our next
meeting?” If they are reminded, the reply cannot be given, “We forgot!” The chairman is partly
responsible if others have not done their duties, if he has not made an attempt to speak to them.
5. The chairman is responsible for the organisation of the activities of the society. He should see
to it that the activities are kept moving, that the evening runs smoothly, and that it finishes within
a reasonable time.
6. A knowledge of, and adherence to meeting procedure as accurately as possible is really
important. (Meeting procedure will be dealt with in a separate section by itself). Since the Luther
Society meeting is a training ground for those who later take part in congregational meetings, it is
important for all present to know what correct meeting procedure involves.
7. The Chairman should aim to conduct the meeting in a positive, business-like manner. Order
should be maintained, and (as much as possible) private chatter prevented. If one is chattering
privately when others are trying to speak, it is not only rude, but also unfair since they are not
given proper opportunity to present their views before the whole meeting.
(This section will be completed next time).
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Toowoomba Luther Society Anzac Day Outing
On ANZAC Day 2019, the Toowoomba Luther Society went on an outing to Ravensbourne National
Park. They visited and bush walked through the area where Munro’s Tram Line used to be and then
had lunch at a picnic area nearby. Afterwards they went on to a scenic lookout in Ravensbourne
National Park, where some went for a bush walk. A nice day was had by all.
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