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What

Luther S a y s A b o u t

—

Spiritual Liberty
A Glorious Liberty that is a Blessed Bondage. A Christian is a free lord of all
and subject to no one. A Christian is a ministering servant of all and subject to
everyone. (SL 19, 988)
A Liberty of the Soul of Man. We are not dealing with political liberty but with a different one—
one which the devil intensely hates and opposes. It is “the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us
free,” not from some human servitude of Babylonian or Turkish captivity but from eternal wrath.
Where? In the conscience. There our liberty stays. It does not go any further; for Christ did not free
us in the political and in the carnal sense but in the theological or spiritual sense, that is, He has so
freed us that our conscience is free and glad because it does not fear the wrath that is to come. This is
real and inestimable liberty, in comparison with the greatness and majesty of which the others
(political and carnal) scarcely are one drop or speck. For who can tell how great a matter it is for
anyone to be sure that God is not angry or will never be angry, but that to eternity He will be a
gracious and kind Father for Christ’s sake? The fact that we enjoy the favour, protection, and help of
the Supreme Majesty and that He will finally so free us also corporeally that our body, which is
sowed in corruption, in shame and in weakness, will rise again in incorruption, in glory and power—
this fact is certainly a great and incomprehensible liberty. (SL 9, 603)
The Sin of Restricting. This liberty, friend, do not consider it a trifle to forbid what God does not
forbid, to destroy the Christian liberty that cost Christ His blood, to burden consciences with sin
where there is no sin. He who has the audacity to do this will also be audacious enough to commit
any wrong yea, he has thereby already renounced all that God is, teaches, and does, including His
Christ. (SL 20, 207)
The Gospel Liberates Man for Loving Service. We must distinguish between the Christian life
lived in faith and that lived in love. Faith is queen over all laws: the Christian means to be justified

Vol LIV, November – December 2019, No 6

Page 66

through grace alone, and so he is free from all laws…But in the other area (that of love) the Christian
is subject to all laws, bears the Law and the burdens of the Law according to the old man, seeks to
serve and to promote the good of his neighbour. Here Romans 13 applies. (W 26, 17)
Acknowledgment: From What Luther Says , Book 2, Nos 2409, 2410, 2412, 2421, 1986 Copyright Concordia Publishing
House. Reproduced with permission under licence number 19:2-2.

Devotion  Matthew 21:1–11  Part 2
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem
(Continued from September – October 2019 edition)
The prophecy fulfilled: (v4-5) All this was done
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter of
Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee,
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt, the
foal of an ass.

The point is: Jesus was consciously fulfilling
prophecy that He would come as King. Luther:
“He is a peculiar (unusual) King: you do not seek
Him, He seeks you; you do not find Him, He
finds you; for the preachers come from Him not
from you; their preaching comes from Him not
from you; your faith comes from Him not from
you; and all that your faith works in you comes
from Him not from you.”

Kretzmann: “The daughter of Zion is the Church
of Christ, the sum total of all believers in the
salvation gained through His blood. The King is
Jesus Himself, at that time still in poverty and
humility, but still a King most mighty. His
coming banishes all fear, for it means the
subduing of all enemies. Only people must not
get the idea that His kingdom is of this world, as
a great many modern theological leaders are
dreaming. In His kingdom, in which He is King
and Lord, He does not teach how we should till
the soil, plow, sow, reap, attend to household
matters, collect money, wage war, govern land
and people, but places that in charge of worldly
kings and lords....For Christ in His kingdom
teaches us through His Word that we are poor,
lost sinners, condemned to death, subject to the
devil; but that He through His death and blood,
has delivered us from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil, in order that by faith
in Him we should be justified and saved.

The triumphant entry: (v6) And the disciples
went and did as Jesus commanded them.
They openly proclaim Him as the Son of David,
as the true Messiah, they wish Him blessing and
salvation from above. Far and wide, the people
joined in this demonstration in honour of the
lowly Nazarene. They gladly sacrificed their
holiday garments, their festival ornaments, they
brought the palm branches and waved the green
fronds of early spring to give full expression to
their joy, to their confession of their Lord, the
Messiah. It is most unfortunate that this
exultation was only temporary, and quickly
forgotten. And yet the Spirit of the Lord had here,
for a short while at least, taken hold of the
people. God wanted thus to give testimony on
behalf of His Son, before the shame and the
horror of the cross would be laid upon Him. And
it was prophetic of the time when every tongue
would confess that Jesus is the Lord.

“‘Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King
cometh unto thee, meek;’ as though he would
say: He comes for thy benefit, for thy peace, for
the salvation and joy of thy heart; and since they
did not believe that, he prophesies that it should
be spoken and preached. Whosoever but believes
that Christ comes in this way has Him thus. O
what preaching, singular and at this time almost
unknown!”

(v8) And a very great multitude spread their
garments in the way; others cut down
branches from the trees, and strewed them in
the way.
Another act of homage instigated by the will of
the Lord to fulfil the prophecy.
2
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of the Passover. The most often quoted Messianic
Psalms in the New Testament are: 2, 22, 69, 89,
110 and 118.

(v9) And the multitudes that went before, and
that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the
Son of David! Blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!

Reception in Jerusalem: (v10) And when He was
come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved,
saying, Who is this?

They were now proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah
and He let them do it. “Hosanna” means “Save,
we pray thee.” They repeat words from the Hallel
(Psalm 148:1) “Hosanna in the highest.” Cf
Luke 2:14.

The Greek word for “stirred” means “shaken as
by an earthquake;” hence Jerusalem was “thrown
in an uproar” or “in turmoil” or “went wild with
excitement.” The response: (v9) And the
multitude said, This is Jesus, the Prophet of
Nazareth of Galilee.

It is a burst of acclamation, prayer and praise to
Jesus, involving Messianic titles, the nature of
His person and the nature of His work. Psalm
118:25–26 is quoted by them, a Messianic Psalm
and also a Hallel Psalm, always used at the time

—TJW

Dear Christian, Don’t Be Unequally Yoked with the
Godless, Corrupt World!
2 Cor 6:14: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.”
Some of the members of the Corinthian congregation were in danger of joining in with the vile,
Godless ways of the world in Corinth. Immorality, stealing, drunkenness, indecent living, gambling,
idol worship and homosexuality were widespread and unchecked (1 Cor 6:9–10). Paul appealed to
them that by grace through faith in Christ they belonged to
Christ and are called “the temple of the living God” (2
Cor 6:16). As a result God says: “I will dwell in them and
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be
My people” (2 Cor 6:16). How then could they even think
of being joined closely and intimately as with a yoke to
unbelievers in common worldly activities! The Greek is so
strong here that Paul tells those who are doing this to
STOP it. For blood-bought redeemed Children of God it is
absolutely monstrous and abhorrent that they pollute
themselves with the poisonous, vile filth of the sinful world
and endanger their faith!
Paul also refers to the Church Law of the Old Testament (Deut 22:10) which forbade the yoking of an
ox and a donkey, a clean and an unclean animal, together to a plough. Using the term “yoking”
figuratively he challenges the true believer in Christ: How can you who have been cleansed by the
blood of Christ be joined in an intimate association with those things or with people who are
not cleansed, but are evil? Such a yoke will always result in unbelief. What a picture: a believer
with his neck under the unbeliever’s yoke! This is brought out even more forcibly with the word
“unequally.” It further explains “unbelievers” and describes the terrible nature of this “yoke.” A true
Christian is not to be intimately joined together in a common state or endeavor with those who
are spiritually alien to us, whose character is totally different from and diametrically opposed
to that of a Child of God.
This does not refer to business and secular relations except when our faith is in jeopardy or when
God’s Word is at stake. There is an important distinction here. The Bible teaches that though the
3
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believer is not to be OF THE WORLD, he still is IN THE WORLD. The Lord in His great Highpriestly prayer said of His followers, “these are in the world” (John 17:11), yet He pointed out “they
are not of the world” (John 17:14) and prayed to His heavenly Father “that Thou shouldest keep
them from the evil” (John 17:15. See 1 Cor 5:10).
What is here meant by the “World”?
In Rom 12:2 we read, “Be not conformed to this world.” John
writes in 1 John 2:15-17: “Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world.” Here the word “world” designates the
whole mass of people alienated from God in unbelief and hostile
to Christ. It is everything in the world that opposes Christ and His
Word as it has become corrupted by sin as we learn in John 15:18,
“If the world hate you, it hated Me before it hated you.”
What is a True Christian?
A true Christian first of all realizes that he is a miserable sinner before God (Rom 3:23). He has a deep
conviction of his own unworthiness. He realizes that his best works are but as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6).
But he knows and believes that Jesus Christ, the God-Man, has taken all his sins upon Himself and on
Calvary has made a perfect atonement (Mark 10:15; Heb 2:14) and has kept the Law perfectly in the
sinner’s stead (Rom 5:19). This the Christian truly believes. That is His only hope for salvation. By the
Gospel he now has quite a different outlook on this life toward God and his fellow men. His faith is a
living power within him driving him to love and serve Christ alone (2 Cor 5:15). The old love for sin
has been replaced by a living, divine self-sacrificial love for Jesus. Such a true Christian says: “I am
crucified with Christ (by faith we enter into fellowship with Christ’s death, BLW): nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God (Christ lives in and through me, BLW), who loved me, and gave Himself for me”
(Gal 2:20). People who in their heart deliberately crave the sinful pleasures of this world are not
Christians. Their heart, their mind, will and desires must first be changed by Christ’s grace.
What does the Bible say about the World?
Only the true Christian desires to use the Bible as his sole guide and is
determined to regulate his life according to it, especially in regard to
worldliness and its terrible consequences. Jesus says: “My sheep hear
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27). The
LORD says in 1 John 2:15, “Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him.” In John 15:19 Jesus Himself instructs us: “Ye
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you.” Very forcibly the Christian is told
in James 1:27 to “keep himself unspotted from the world1.”
Christians are to live constantly “denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts2” (Titus 2:12). In Eph 5:11 Christians are commanded to “have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them3.” In 2 Cor 6:17 the LORD urges us:
“Come out (at once) from among them, and be ye separate (at once), saith the Lord.”
What is our duty as Christians?
As true Christians it is our joy and privilege to confess Christ before everyone. We want to see other
Christians protected from the vile world and we want to rescue lost souls totally corrupted by the filth
1

The Greek means: “Constantly keep oneself (guard oneself) uncontaminated (unspotted) by the evil, Godless
world.”
The
Greek means: “Constantly keep oneself (guard oneself) uncontaminated (unspotted) by the evil, Godless world.”
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of these last days. Jesus says: “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I
confess also before my Father which is in heaven” (Matt 10:32). By the words we speak and by our
actions true believers in Christ want to glorify Christ. It grieves us to see souls suffocating in the
filthy swamp of this corrupt world. Think about how terrible things are today! Note the many homes
destroyed through lust and violence! See the little children confused about their gender due to antiscriptural propaganda from schools! Look at how many young people are addicted to drugs and
immorality of the worst kind! Oh, how our heart breaks when we think that there are few Christian
homes where Christ rules through the Word taught by believing father and mother! What about the
grave danger our children face as they grow up in a world of same sex marriage, gross wickedness,
and sexual sin bombarding them from every quarter! May we in true faith bear testimony against these
evils, especially teaching our children to keep separate from the world.
How are we to prevent the World from polluting our Federation?
Years ago sailors spoke about the legend of an island made up of a mass of
magnetic ore. When a ship approached this island, every iron bolt would begin to
be drawn noiselessly from the timbers of the ship and it would sink with crew and
cargo into the sea. This illustrates the drastic consequences of Christians who
give in to the fatal attraction of the world so that they lose their faith.
The old proverb reads: whoever plays with dirt gets dirty.
Whoever is a friend of the world will come into contact with
this filth! He who plays with fire will be burned. Tell me with whom you
associate and I will tell you who you are. Let us learn how dangerous
worldliness is. Then in true faith earnestly pray and immerse yourself in
God’s Word to drive out of your heart the love of the world and implant a deep
love for Christ. Isaiah 8:20: “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” When a
Christian comes into contact with the filth of the world, let him say: “I have
refrained my feet from every evil way that I might keep Thy Word” (Psalm
119:101).
In the power of Christ’s death stand against the World
If we as a church body are to survive, it is vital that we take a stand against sin in all its forms. The
opinion of many churches is: “Let us change with the times. The Bible is old-fashioned and can no
longer be applied to our modern age.” Now they have nothing left of God’s Word to save people. But
if we are to remain true to the Lord we must cling to those age-old teachings of the Scriptures.
A man wished to engage a driver for his car. The applicants were
narrowed down to three. Each applicant was asked how close he could
drive along the edge of a high cliff at the fastest speed possible. The first
boasted that he could drive within two metres of the edge. The second
boasted that he could drive a metre from the edge. The third applicant
said that he would stay as far away from the edge as possible and
drive as slow as safety would permit. The third man got the job.
The sincere believer in Christ is very careful with his soul and with
Christ’s Word. He takes no risks as to his spiritual life. In the
power of Christ’s love for him on Calvary he keeps as far away
from the sinful things of the world as possible. He remembers
what it cost Jesus to save him from the world. For Jesus’ sake let us
never relax our efforts to keep Christians out of the world. If we did,
the flood gates of sin would open and swamp our church. Let the love of Christ impel us to be faithful
here.
5
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Nearer, still nearer, Lord, to be thine,
Sin with its follies I gladly resign,
All of its pleasures, pomp, and its pride;
Give me but Jesus, my Lord crucified,
Give me but Jesus, my Lord crucified.

—BLW

How Firm a Foundation – Part 2
In our last article we saw some very precious
promises from God’s Word upon which we may
safely be assured of our salvation in Christ. In
this article we will see that there are also
precious doctrines that bring us additional
comfort and certainty. First, there is the doctrine
of imputation. This doctrine has to do with
Christ’s willingness to assume full responsibility
for the debt that we owed to God for our sins.
“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them”
(2 Cor 5:19). The word “impute” comes from the
Greek logitzomai, and means “to reckon, credit,
or place something to one’s account.” God was,
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself,
not placing the responsibility for their trespasses
to their account. Rather, He placed that
responsibility to Christ’s account. We owed a
debt we could not pay. He paid a debt He did not
owe. Out of His infinite love Jesus took
responsibility for the debt we had incurred by
our sins. By His own will He became our legal
Guarantor, our Surety. “The Lord hath laid on
Him (Christ) the iniquity of us all” (Isa 53:6).
Having assumed the legal responsibility for our
sins, Christ then atoned for these sins through the
sacrifice of Himself. He paid the penalty for the
whole mass of human sin to satisfy the justice of
God, to balance the books so to speak. “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world” (John 1:29). And having made a full
payment for each and every sin of each and
every man He rose from the dead as a public
attestation that all sins have been paid. Death is
vanquished, totally spent, and has no more
demands upon Christ nor upon us. Our sins were
taken from us and imputed to Christ. He then
bore the just punishment for our sins, and we are
now seen in the sight of God as “without sin.”
Our filthy garments have been thoroughly
removed. This is all a consequence of our sins
being imputed to Christ.

6

The Scriptures also tell us that not only were our
sins imputed to Christ, but His perfect
righteousness was imputed to us. Not only has
our filthy garment of sin been removed from us,
but a glorious robe of righteousness has been
given to us. In qualifying Himself to be our
Substitute, as the true God-man, Christ also
earned for us men a perfect righteousness. Christ
“was in all points tempted as we are, yet without
sin” (Heb 4:15). He came “not to destroy, but to
fulfil” the Law (Matt 5:17). He thereby earned
for us a perfect righteousness, with all of its
glorious rewards and benefits. This perfect
righteousness God imputed to us, that is, He
legally placed it to our everlasting account. This
was all done for us by a truly loving and
gracious God before we could even conceive of
such a thing. “While we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us” (Rom 5:8). This was all God’s
doing. He Himself placed all of our sins to
Christ’s account. He Himself placed Christ’s
righteousness and its rewards to our account.
This is sometimes called the Great Exchange.
“He (God) hath made Him (Christ) to be sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor 5:21).
The second great doctrine is the doctrine of
application. Here we learn that God not only
publicly attested to His atoning work by the
bodily resurrection of His Son, He also publicly
attested to the application of His atoning work in
the waters of Baptism. While the atonement of
Christ was accomplished for all men, it is
applied only to those who believe the testimony
of God. “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God” (Eph 2:8). A pardon has been proclaimed,
but it must be received. An inheritance has been
provided, but it must be claimed. The fattened
calf has been slaughtered and all things are
ready, but the invitation must be accepted. Woe
to those who decline this invitation, this gracious
offer of forgiveness and life at such a price. The
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Lord solemnly declares, “None of those men
which were bidden shall taste of my supper”
(Luke 14:24). God requires that each man
acknowledge and accept His gift. This is called
subjective justification, that is, the personal
acceptance or appropriation of the objective
justification of the world. The gift of forgiveness
and righteousness must be accepted by faith. The
hand of God extends or offers the gift, but the
hand of faith must receive it as its own.
But two important questions now arise. The first
question is: how can one receive a gift who is
himself dead in trespasses and sins? The answer
is clear. God’s Word creates the very faith that it
requires. The same Word of God that offers the
gift creates the willingness and ability to receive
the gift. The same voice that says, “Lazarus,
come forth,” enables Lazarus to come forth.
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
Word of God” (Rom 10:17). The second
question is: how can we know if we have such
faith and have properly accepted God’s gift?
God in His wisdom and grace has provided a
way by which we can know this with certainty
and assurance. In fact, we can be as certain that
we have accepted the gift as we are certain of the
gift itself. God gives us this certainty in only one
way, and that is through His objective Word in
Baptism. In Baptism God says that He imparts to
us “the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Baptism
is the place where God gives to us the assurance
that we have accepted His gift of forgiveness and
life. When we are baptized we have an
identifiable public event whereby we can know
with certainty that we have accepted God’s gift
in Christ. Our Baptism certifies that the
transaction is complete. In Baptism we have
accepted the title deed to our inheritance. We
know that we have accepted God’s gift in Christ
as surely as we know that we have been
baptized.

Scriptures that God will preserve our faith.
“Being confident of this very thing, that He
which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Phil 1:6). “Now unto him that is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you faultless
before the presence of his glory with exceeding
joy” (Jude 1:24). “And this is the Father’s will
which hath sent me, that of all which He hath
given me I should lose nothing, but should raise
it up again at the last day” (John 6:39). “And the
very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth you, who
also will do it” (1 Thess 5:23–24). This is not our
work, but His. “We are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation to be revealed in the
last time” (1 Pet 1:5). “We have an Advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”
(1 John 2:1). Christ Himself watches out for our
souls. He is our great High Priest, ever
representing us before His Father testifying of
the completed transaction between Himself and
us in the waters of Baptism and our lawful
possession of forgiveness and life. “Wherefore
He is able to save them to the uttermost that
come to God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them” (Heb 7:25). There is
no greater security that a person can have than he
has in these wonderful doctrines from God’s
holy Word. Jesus said to those who believed on
Him, “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye
My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:31–32).
Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed;
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to
stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

The third great doctrine is the doctrine of
preservation. We have many promises in the

—S Wood

Christmas Greetings
The Pastors of the ELCR wish to extend to all our readers
best wishes for a happy and Blessed Christmas and
New Year.

7
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Latest news in Archelogy
Biblical Ziklag found

Tel a-Rai, site postulated for Ziklag, where David found sanctuary
under the Philistine wing.
(Credit: Emil Aljem, IAA)

The biblical site of Ziklag, from the time of King David, has been definitively identified, with dozens
of complete pottery vessels up to 3000 years old found on the site by archaeologists from the Hebrew
University, Jerusalem, the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA), and Macquarie University Sydney.
Twelve different suggestions to identify Ziklag have been put forward, such as Tel Halif near Kibbutz
Lahav, Tel Sera in the Western Negev, Tel Sheva, and others. However, according to the researchers,
none of these sites produced continuous settlement that included both a Philistine settlement and a
settlement from the era of King David. Khirbet a-Ra’i, however, features both these populations.
The name Ziklag is a Philistine name,
given to the town by an alien population of
immigrants from the Aegean. Ziklag is
mentioned multiple times in the Bible in
relation to David (1 Samuel and 2
Samuel). According to the narrative,
Achish, King of Gat, allowed David to
find refuge in Ziklag while fleeing King
Saul and it was from there that David went
to Hebron to be anointed King. Ziklag was
also the scene of a dramatic event, in
which the Amalekites, desert nomads,
raided and burned the town taking its
women and children captive.

Excavation expedition to Khirbet a-Ra‘i.
(Credit: IAA)

Spacious, massive stone structures have been uncovered containing finds typical of the Philistine
civilization. Additional finds are foundation deposits, including bowls and an oil lamp. Stone and
metal tools were also found. Nearly 100 complete pottery vessels were found in the various rooms.
These vessels are identical to those found in the contemporary fortified Judaean city of Khirbet
Qeiyafa—identified as biblical Sha’arayim—in the Judaean foothills. Carbon 14 tests date the site at
Khirbet a-Ra’i to the time of King David.

8
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The great range of complete vessels is testimony to the interesting everyday life during the reign of
King David. Large quantities of storage jars were found, which were used for storing oil and wine.
Jugs and bowls were also found decorated in the style known as “red slipped and hand burnished,”
typical to the period of King David. And above the remains of the Philistine settlement was a rural
settlement from the time of King David, from the early 10th century BC. This settlement came to an
end in an intense fire that destroyed the buildings.

Stone jars from Philistine times unearthed in
Ziklag

Ziklag and Sha’arayim are situated on the
western frontier of the kingdom, perched atop
prominent hills, overlooking main routes passing
between the land of the Philistines and Judea:
Khirbet Qeiyafa in the Elah Valley sits opposite
Philistine Gath, and Khirbet a-Ra’i, sits opposite
Ashkelon. This geographic description is echoed
in King David’s Lament, in which he mourns the
death of King Saul and Jonathan in their battle
against the Philistines: “Tell it not in Gath,
publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon.”

(Credit: IAA)

The excavation, begun in 2015 at the site of
Khirbet a-Ra’i in the Judaean foothills between
Kiryat Gat and Lachish, has been ongoing for seven seasons with large areas being exposed. The
excavation was funded by Joey Silver of Jerusalem, Aron Levy of New Jersey, USA, and the Roth
family and Isaac Wakil, both of Sydney.
—IAA, Archaeological Diggings, August 2019

Church of the Apostles

Aerial view of el-Araj
(Credit: Zachary Wong)

Archaeologists believe they may have found The Church of the Apostles, which Christian tradition
says had been built over the home of Jesus’ disciples Peter and Andrew in the village of Bethsaida, by
the Sea of Galilee. And according to archaeologists from the Kinneret Academic College and Nyack
College of New York, it is much larger than anticipated.
Excavators of Beit Habek, aka el-Araj, have found the hallmarks of a large Byzantine-era church,
possessing gilted glass tesserae (mosaic tiles), which only appear in churches. Although only the
southern rooms of the structure have been revealed, a bird’s-eye view supports the theory that the
place was a church because of its west-east axis and the division into a central nave with two aisles.
Also found were marble fragments from the chancel screen that would have separated the
9
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congregation from the priest at the altar. The stone screen had been decorated with a floral wreath.
Other discoveries included mosaic flooring, roof tiles characteristic of big buildings and a fragment of
a chalk carving featuring a cross. While the ruins have not yet been scientifically dated, the church
seems to have been built in the fifth century and abandoned in the late seventh or eighth century.
Heretofore an argument was made that an eight-sided structure in Capernaum was the church that was
built over the house of Peter.
The church is exactly as described by a bishop trekking around the lake in 725, who described the
Church of the Apostles as being exactly where this one has been found. The settlement at el-Araj dates
at the very least to the Second Temple period, when it was a Jewish fishing village. Among other
things, the archaeologists have found lead fishing weights. The historian Josephus mentions Bethsaida
once in his writings, precisely when describing its urbanisation.
—Ruth Schuster/Haaretz, Archaeological Diggings, August 2019

3000-year-old purple dye industry revealed near Haifa

The Tel Shikmona archaeological site south of Haifa features an
unusual number of imported vessels
(Credit: University of Haifa)

Archaeological findings made in the 1960s and 1970s have recently revealed a secret: the first
biblical-period facility for the production of prestigious purple-dyed textiles has been uncovered at Tel
Shikmona, near Haifa.
Said Prof Ayelet Gilboa from the University of Haifa, who is studying the finds, which have been in
various storerooms in Haifa for the last half century, “Until now, there has not been any meaningful
direct archaeological evidence of workshops for the production of purple-coloured textiles from the
Iron Age—the biblical period—not even in Tyre and Sidon, which were the main Phoenician centres
for the manufacture of purple dye. If we have identified our findings correctly, Tel Shikmona on the
Carmel Coast has just become one of the most unique archaeological sites in the region.”
Tel Shikmona is situated on a small coastal promontory on
the southern outskirts of Haifa. The site is known mainly
for its surrounding Byzantine settlement, including
splendid mosaics. A section of the tell was excavated
thoroughly between 1963 and 1977 by Dr Yosef Elgavis
on behalf of the Haifa Museum. The site has yielded rich
material findings, which for various reasons have never
been published in a comprehensive manner.
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Included is the largest collection of the first-millennium BC ceramic vats found anywhere that
preserve purple colourings. Analysis by Nira Karmon and Prof Ehud Spanier from the University of
Haifa, has revealed that the pigments absorbed in clay were genuine sea snails’ pigments. In addition
to the production of the dye, dozens of spindle whorls and loom weights were also found, testifying to
the manufacture of wool and textiles that were dyed on site.
It is rare to find such coloured shards from the period, although they have been found in other sites
along Israel’s northern coast, such as at Dor and Akko. The most prestigious clothes in this era were
dyed with the famous purple (Hebrew: argaman and techelet), produced from the glands of maritime
snails of the Murex snail family. Since thousands of snails were needed in order to produce a single
kilogram of dye, wearing purple clothes became the privilege of nobility and royalty. In many
kingdoms, ordinary citizens were forbidden to wear such clothes. The secret process for the
manufacture and dyeing of purple was guarded jealously, and even today the ancient techniques are
not fully understood.
—JewishPress.com, Archaeological Diggings, August 2019

The Happy Farmer
The kind-hearted ruler, the Emperor Frederick of Prussia, one day while out riding, saw an old peasant
cheerfully singing as he followed his plough. “You must be happy,” said the king. “Does this field
belong to you?” The workman replied that it did not. “How much do you earn a day?” asked the king.
“Eight groschen,” was the reply. “That is not very much; can you live on that?” “Yes,” said the goodnatured peasant, “and have some left.” “How is that?” inquired the king. “Well, two groschen are for
me and my wife, with two more I pay my debts, two I put on interest, and two I give to the Lord.”
“That is a riddle which I cannot solve,” said the king. The peasant replied, “Well, I will solve it for
you. I have at home two aged parents, who cared for me when I was young and helpless; and now,
since they are old and helpless, I must care for them. This is the debt I pay. The two groschen which I
put on interest are those which I spend in giving my children a Christian education, for I think this will
come back to us in our old age. With the other two groschen I support two invalid sisters, which is not
exactly a duty—these I give to the Lord.”
The king was well pleased, and said, “Good; and now I shall give you a riddle to solve. Have you ever
seen me before?” “No, never,” said the peasant. “In less than five minutes you shall have seen me fifty
times, and shall carry fifty like me home in your pocket.” At this the king reached down into his
pocket, and counted out fifty bright pieces of money, each of which had his image upon it. These he
handed to the astonished peasant saying, “The coin is good, for it cometh from the Lord, and I am His
paymaster. Adieu!”
—The Australian Lutheran, January 1914, p7–8.

Notes and News
Hospital: Since the last Steadfast,
following passage:

have been hospitaised. May they find comfort in the

Read: Genesis 18: 20-32
VERSE 25—“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
MERCIFUL HEAVENLY FATHER, it is with fear and trembling we come before Thee, when we
remember Thy greatness and our own sinfulness and unworthiness; yet it is always with confidence
and perfect trust Thou wouldst have us appear in Thy presence. Thou hast shown us in Holy Writ how
easy Thou art to approach. Not once hast thou turned a deaf ear to one of Thy children who came to
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Thee in worship and godly fear. But how hard it is for us to keep misgivings from our minds.
Sometimes we are so filled with fears, sometimes we have so little faith, that we entirely hush our
voice of prayer and remain away from Thy presence. We thank Thee that Thou hast given us the
examples of those holy men who dared to come to Thee unabashed, even when they had great things
to plead, knowing that Thou, the Judge of all the earth, must always be right and do right. Let us profit
by their examples. Make us bolder in our asking. Prevent the foolish fears of our old nature from
coming between us and Thy loving heart. Fill us with a sense of our filial right to come to Thee with
all that is in our hearts. Make us understand that when we doubt or grow timid we are showing distrust
of our Saviour’s blood rather than humility of our own minds. Teach us to expect great things of Thee,
in reliance upon His merits. Amen.
(Moments with God, p21)
Harvest Thanksgiving and Farewell — Woombye: While at Trinity Woombye for an invitation
service on 27 October 2019, Pastor Bryce Winter was asked to take a Harvest Thanksgiving Service.
On the basis of 2 Kings 4:40–44 it was explained that (a) we need constantly to show our thanks to
the LORD as a proof and fruit of faith; (b) it is of vital importance for the true Christian to
acknowledge that the LORD is the Giver of every good gift whether it be during times of trial or
blessing; (c) we have much for which to thank the LORD, especial for His pure Word and also for
every earthly blessing that is for our good. Members of Woombye followed the old Lutheran custom
of spreading around the altar tokens of their thanks in the form of various goods.
Since
the members of Woombye held a
special community lunch on this special day to commemorate this occasion and to thank them for all
their help and express how much they have enjoyed their fellowship with them during their time as
members. It was a delight that Pastor Gavin Winter could be present as well. May the LORD richly
bless
during their time in
.
Admission to Membership — Melbourne: Sunday, 10 November
2019 was a special day for
who
was received into communicant membership in Redeemer Melbourne.
With the guidance of Pastor Gavin Winter,
had thoroughly
studied the doctrinal position of the ELCR as outlined in Luther’s
Small Catechism. After some time prayerfully considering what she
had been taught
found herself in agreement with God’s Word
which the congregation taught.
Then
made a wonderful written confession of her faith in
responding to about a 100 questions on the chief doctrines of God’s
Word. Her faith, Christian knowledge and zeal for Christ showed itself
as she, with God’s help, promised faithfulness to Christ and His Word
during the Adult Confirmation service conducted by Pastor Tim
Winter. Pastor Tim used Psalm 11 in his address for
as well as the congregation’s, instruction
and encouragement. The time spent in fellowship and Biblical discussion with
has been a real
joy. May the LORD richly bless her and graciously keep her safe in His grace and power.
The chairman welcomed
as a communicant member of the congregation. Then she was presented
with a gift in commemoration of this important occasion. One of the elders of the congregation,
spoke the following words which all of us would do well to take to heart, especially in these
days:
“Dear
, this is a day of great joy for you,
and also for Christ and His Church. Over the last
little while you have undertaken the adult confirmation instruction which has given you a clear
understanding of the doctrines of the Bible, and the teachings of our church.
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You have completed this instruction, and after careful and diligent consideration you have undertaken
a written examination to which you have confessed your faith most excellently. Today you have been
confirmed in your faith, and you have vowed to be true to God in faith and in obedience unto your
end!
as a dear child of God, be an earnest, prayerful, and attentive hearer of God’s Word. It is the only
thing, that can preserve you, and give you strength to hold fast to your eternal riches. The more you
experience the weakness of your flesh, the more you are tempted, the hotter the conflict becomes, the
more often you must take your refuge in God’s Word, and pray God to bless you through it, and that
He would keep you steadfast in His Word and faith unto your end.
To you, dear
God says to-day: “Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man takes thy crown.”
Never forget—that in Him, and with Him, you have God’s grace and favour here, and heaven itself
hereafter. May God continue to bless you as you grow in knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
–BLW
Christ, and His saving Word.”
Funeral — Brisbane: After a short illness, God in His mercy has taken from this life the soul of
had been a member of Trinity Congregation, Woombye. His funeral was
held in Immanuel Church, Brisbane, on Tuesday, 19 November 2019. The service, conducted by
Pastor Gavin Winter, was attended by over 100 mourners which included family, friends and fellow
church members. Pastor Gavin Winter’s address was based on John 8:31–32, using as his theme THE
COMFORT THE CHRISTIAN HAS IN THE HOUR OF DEATH. The preacher pointed out the
Christian has: I) A Sure Foundation for His Faith – the Holy Scriptures; II) A Certain Assurance of
Forgiveness and Heaven through the Saviour; III) The Comfort of the Good Shepherd who Leads and
Guides Him through Life’s Trials.
After the service, morning tea was provided, upon which the attendees proceeded to the
, where
remains were laid to their final
resting place, to await the day of the resurrection. May the Lord comfort his wife,
, family and
friends in the knowledge of the certainty of his salvation in Heaven.
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