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What

Luther S a y s A b o u t

—

Laws
Good Laws Grow from Bad Soil. Lawyers say, and correctly so, that bad
morals create good laws; for that which the laws promulgate is promulgated
for the very reason that it is not being done. (SL 14, 1983)
Overlegislation Is Unwholesome. The experience recorded in all chronicles and in the Holy
Scripture besides teaches this truth: The less law, the more justice; the fewer commandments, the
more good works. No community that had many laws was ever, or at least for a long period of time,
well governed. (SL 19, 1036)
Do Not Make Laws Utterly Inflexible. When a wise man passes laws, he cannot see all conditions
and circumstances. Therefore much is left to those who administer the laws. Thus those who are
expert in jurisprudence call the emperor a living law…Human life must have these two: a legislator
and an administrator. And the latter no less than the former is necessary. It is not enough for a driver
to have good horses and to know the way on which he is driving if he does not guide the wagon
along the road. This is why reasonableness must be combined with the administration of a law and
say: Well indeed you have set up this and that law. It must be kept; but, when necessary, exceptions
must be made. (SL 5, 1511, 1514)
May a Christian Appeal to the Law? He most certainly may. But never by taking the law into his
own hands (privata vi), but through the regularly constituted authorities. For Christ did not come to
destroy governments, but to establish a new spiritual kingdom…We are, in consequence, allowed to
make use of the laws of the state in which we live. (W-T 5, No. 5196)
Acknowledgment: From What Luther Says , Book 2, Nos 2392, 2393, 2398, 2403, 1986 Copyright Concordia Publishing
House. Reproduced with permission under licence number 20:1-2.
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Devotion  1 Timothy 6:6  Part 1
But godliness with contentment is great gain. 1 Timothy 6:6
I used to enjoy watching our little budgie,
particularly after we brought him in at the end of
the day. He would sit in his cage, on the perch or
on the swing, contented. Often he would start to
chirp, so happy was he. Often I would think, “Is
he so contented that when he chirps he is really
singing praises forth to his almighty Creator?”
After all, he had no worries, knowing that he had
food and drink every day, and shelter. It was as if
he knew the words of Jesus, “Are not two
sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of them
shall not fall on the ground without your
Father. But the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear ye not, therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows” (Matthew
10:29–31).

Godliness causes one to look towards God,
mourning their distance from Him. The Godly
person, in faith, hastens to draw near, and rests
not until they are home with God.
Godliness leads a man to love God, and to serve
God; it brings the fear of God before his eyes,
and the love of God into his heart.
Godliness leads to sanctification. The Godly
man seeks first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness (Matt 6:33), and expects all other
necessary things to be added to him.
Godliness causes a man to seek communion and
fellowship with God here already in this life,
preparing him to dwell with God forever.

I would think, what a wonderful blessing if we all
could live with such contentment!

Faith is the root from which all virtues and good
works proceed. Faith will bring Godliness—
virtue, manly courage, and strength, that attitude
of mind which will seek to please the Lord in all
things. This attitude is accompanied by
knowledge, understanding of that which pleases
the Lord, insight, circumspection, discernment,
Christian wisdom. This, in turn, is shown in the
proper self-control, not a mere product of fear
and slavish submission to authority, but the
willing, deliberate ruling of the body and all its
members, and of the mind and all its faculties, in
accordance with the will of God. This cannot be
a matter of mere whim or caprice, of an
occasional good thought or deed, but it must be
done with patient endurance and steadfastness, in
spite of all temptations from within and without.
This will next result in further growth in
godliness, in a life which will at all times and in
all conditions be pleasing to the Lord. The chief
outward evidence, moreover, of godliness is
brotherly love, affection toward the brethren of
the same Christian congregation or community.
And this love is to extend also beyond the
immediate neighbourhood and interests and show
itself toward all men, even toward enemies,
1 Thess 3:12; Gal 6:10. What a high ideal for
Christians to hold before their eyes at all times!

Let us therefore pursue after:
1. Godliness. Naturally accompanied and
associated with Godliness is:
2. Contentment. Pursuing after Godliness with
contentment, let us learn that it provides:
3. Great gain.
1. Godliness has value for all things, having the
promise of the present life and of that to come.
Training of the body indeed has its value, it may
be of great assistance in the exercise of many
virtues, since the old maxim of a sound mind in a
sound body holds good also in the life of the
Christian. But in comparison with that other
training which the apostle here urges, its
secondary position must at all times be
emphasized; for godliness, true piety, is of value
at all times and under all circumstances. The
strengthening of faith, of love, of hope, of
patience, of all Christian virtues takes place at the
same rate as its growth. Real contentment, true
happiness, can be found only where piety is at
home.
Godliness results from repentance towards
God, and faith in Him. It results in a great
change of heart in reference to God and his
character and will.
2
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His Word that He will give eternal life, with all
the blessings included in this life, also in this
world, as a reward of grace to the believers.

This value, which follows the exercise of
godliness, is so great for the reason, as St Paul
writes, that the promise which the Lord has given
includes the present life as well as that which is
still in the future. We have the promise of God in

—TJW

By the power of God’s Grace in Christ Persevere in Faith
in spite of the severity of the current trials
Severe Trials Noah Faced
In the midst of all the turbulent trials that Noah
and his family endured we learn the comforting
word which very much applies to us all today,
“God remembered Noah”
(Gen 8:1). The
Bible emphasizes that God is all knowing and
that He does not forget (Psalm 139:2–4; Isaiah
40:13,14; Job 21:22; 37:16; Heb 4:13; 1 John
3:20; John 21:17). God knew everything that
Noah went through from the grief he suffered
at the refusal of the great majority of people to
listen to God’s Word (Gen 6:3), the
persecution he received at the hands of the
unbelievers while he was building the Ark (1
Pet 3:14,17,20; Heb 11:7), the tremendous
upheaval at the time of the Flood with the torrents of rain, the earthquakes and volcanic activity (Gen
7:11), the 150 days in the Ark since the rain began with the huge disturbances of water as it covered
the earth and especially the loneliness of there now being only eight human beings alive on the earth.
At all times the LORD in His grace strengthened Noah and his family with His Word, watched over,
protected and rescued them from all dangers.
To show that there has never been a worldwide Flood
like the one in Noah’s time and that there will never be
one like it again, in Gen 7:7 the Hebrew uses the
special word “mabbul” for it and in the New
Testament wherever the worldwide Flood is referred to,
the special Greek word “kataklusmos” is used (Matt
24:37–39). In the Bible these words are never used for
local floods, but only to show the terrible devastation
and destruction of the worldwide Flood at the time of
Noah. As the waters went down Noah also experienced
great changes in the earth’s crust. During this time large portions of earth were pushed up
producing mountains like Everest, which show that once they were covered by water due to the fossil
evidence near the peak1 and huge areas of land dropped away producing the ocean depths such as
the Mariana Trench (Psalm 104:6-9; Gen 8)2. This movement must have created amazement and awe
for Noah and his family even in the Ararat area.
1

The height of Mount Everest is 8,848 m (29,029 ft). Close to its peak fossils of sea creatures, fish and shells have been
found. Also in other areas of the Himalayas, fossils have been found in places over 25,000 feet above sea level.
2
The deepest part of the ocean is called the
Challenger
and is located beneath the western Pacific Ocean in the
Meaning
of Deep
“Remembered”
southern end of the Mariana Trench, which runs several hundred kilometres southwest of the U.S. territorial island of
Guam. Challenger Deep is approximately 36,200 feet deep.
3
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In Gen 8:1 the word “remembered” (zakhar) in the Hebrew means “remembering with kindness
and grace, granting requests, protecting, delivering with a view to act on Noah’s behalf in a
special way in keeping with His promises.”3 The Hebrew scholar Dr Allen Ross correctly gives
meaning of this word: “God’s remembering always implies His movement toward an object...The
essence of God’s remembering lies in his acting toward someone because of a previous
commitment…To say ‘God remembered Noah’ is to say that God faithfully kept His promise to
Noah by intervening to end the Flood”4. The Word for God (Elohim) stresses His almighty power.
At no time had God deserted Noah and now the time came for the LORD to rescue Noah and cause the
Flood waters to recede. Just as God employed natural agencies, operating with extraordinary power, to
bring about the Flood, so similar agencies are brought into use to remove the Flood waters.
In Spite of Terrible Spiritual Conditions Look to Christ’s Comfort
We too can gain great comfort in these words at our present time. Just as the conditions in the world
before the Flood are used by Christ and the Apostles (Luke 17:26–30; 2 Pet 3:5–13) as a picture of
the terrible conditions in the world before He comes on the great day of Judgement, so we can
apply to ourselves the same comfort from God’s Word that Noah received.
During this severe drought that we are
experiencing now, even during the great
emotional pressure which the media has
whipped up as a result of the terrible fires, yet
God has not failed His children. God still
remembers us. Though we as poor sinners do
not deserve His help, yet in His kindness and
grace He has constantly acted to keep His
promises for those who by faith believe in
Christ as their only Saviour and hold fast to
His Word in protecting, caring and
providing for us.
When the sinful world holds to the propaganda and lies concerning the myth of man-made climate
change,5 when the visible churches of today and especially many Lutheran churches no longer teach
God’s Word, especially salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone, this also has the danger of
having a depressing effect on those faithful few Christians who in childlike faith adhere to Christ’s
pure Word and who feel very much alone like Noah. Yet God still “remembers us” as He urges us to
look alone to Christ’s cross and to the certain promises of His Word. When we see the increase in
immorality around us, the numbers of those who are living together without being married or who are
in homosexual relationships, concerning which God says: “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall
not inherit the kingdom of God?” (1 Cor 6:9–10), then according to our sinful flesh we are inclined
to become weary and almost give up. When we are tried and tested as never before and wonder, “How
much more can we take?” then we like Noah sometimes begin to think that perhaps God has forgotten
us. But God says to us: “He remembers us,” that is, He faithfully keeps His promises and will
come at the best time with His help to rescue and bless us.

3

See Leupold on Gen 8:1; “The Genesis Account” Sarfati, page568; Kretzmann: “But God did not forget His servant,
and in due time He gave him proof to this effect. He caused a wind to pass over the earth in order to take up the moisture
of the universal ocean, and the waters no longer rose, but settled, began to subside.”
4
“Creation and Blessing” Ross, page 197.
5
God alone controls the weather. He brings rain and send droughts etc (Job 5:10; Psalm 135:7; 2 Chron 6:26,27).
4
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Principles of His Word
Whatever happens, may we never forget the following principles of God’s Word which apply to the
true Christian: [1] God will never give us more than we can bear (1 Cor 10:13); [2] He will come to
help at the time that is best for us (Prov 16:9; 3:5,6; John 2:4); [3] In the meantime if we in child-like
faith cling to His Word He will sustain and care for us just as He did Noah (Deut 23:35); [4] Even now
He is working everything for the good of His children and for the wellbeing of His Church (Rom
8:28); [5] In the power of the blood Christ shed on Calvary we dare not give up, but persevere
faithfully until each trial is victoriously overcome (James 1:12; Rev 3:21; Matt 24:13). The harder the
trial becomes, may the LORD give us the strength through His Word to be even more determined to be
faithful. Believe that the same Christ who cared for Noah and taught us about the Flood of Noah is the
absolute truth and can never lie or let His children down.
While the three-year drought at Elijah’s time and the seven-year drought
at the time of Elisha were punishments upon the wickedness of the
people and a call to repent (1 Kings 18:18), yet God did not forget His
faithful 7000 in Israel and still cared for them in amazing ways which
reveal the greatness of His power and glory. For the Children of God
these things are a chastening of God (Heb 12:6). He sends affliction to
His children to drive them deeper into His Word and so guides, corrects
and disciplines them in order that they may be more effective servants in
His Kingdom. This chastening is corrective (Jonah), preventative
(Moses), educational (disciples in the storm on Sea of Galilee) and often
used to help us lead others to Christ (Paul and Silas in prison at
Philippi). The Bible says: “We must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). It
is true what our forefathers in faith clung to as it is stated in
The Queensland Messenger (7 December 1936, p174): “God
sends droughts (trials) also to His children that they may
realize all the more that God our Father in Heaven is the
Giver of all good gifts; that their faith in Christ may be
strengthened; that they may know that all our help is with
God; that He alone is our Deliverer from every trouble; that
He will never leave us nor forsake us.”
In the Redeeming Power of Christ’s Blood Never Give Up!
Luther states on Gen 8:1: “Let us, then, remember
that this story sets before us an example of faith,
perseverance, and patience, in order that those
who have the divine promise may not only learn to
believe it but may also realize that they need
perseverance. But perseverance does not come
without a great struggle. In the New Testament
Christ calls on us to persevere when He says (Matt
24:13): ‘He who endures to the end will be
saved.’”
Dear Brethren and Sisters, in this time of great hardship and difficulty remain faithful to Christ as your
only Saviour. He promises He will deliver you even when you least expect it. He will take from you
the heavy cross which you are bearing. He knows all your troubles. He counts your tears. He has
5
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already decided how and when to help. He cannot and He will not forget you. As He remembered
Noah so He will also remember you. As you stand firm in the power of the LORD and in His mighty
strength (Eph 10:16), exercise patient steadfastness. Cling to His promises in faith and as you in prayer
constantly bombard the throne of grace with your requests, believe and trust in Him “and He shall
bring it to pass” (Psalm 37:5).

—BLW

How Firm a Foundation – Part 3
In our last two articles we have seen that God
would have all Christians be certain of their
salvation. He creates this certainty via the Word
of God and Sacraments. In the Word of God we
have specific promises upon which we may
safely rest our souls. These promises are
objective promises made by a “God who cannot
lie” (Tit 1:2). We also have seen that God has
founded our assurance upon three particular
doctrines that are carefully described and
emphasized in His Word. First there is the
doctrine of imputation whereby Christ assumed
legal responsibility of the sins of the world, and
then paid the full penalty for those sins with His
atoning death upon the cross of Calvary. Next
there is the doctrine of application whereby God
has given to us an objective verifiable event in
the waters of Baptism by which we can know
with certainty that we have been cleansed by the
very blood of Christ. And finally, there is the
doctrine of preservation where God has
promised to preserve our faith and where Christ
is also actively engaged as our Advocate and
great High Priest.









Now alongside these many comforting promises
and doctrines contained in the Word of God to
impart certainty and assurance of salvation to all
who believe, the Scriptures also contain earnest
warnings and examples of real and potential loss
for Christians to pay heed to. Some of these
warnings are as follows:






“But he that received the seed into stony
places, the same is he that heareth the word,
and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he
not root in himself, but dureth for a while:
for when tribulation or persecution ariseth
because of the word, by and by he is
offended. He also that received seed among
the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the
care of this world, and the deceitfulness of
riches, choke the word, and he becometh
unfruitful” (Matt 13:20–22).
6

“Thou standest by faith. Be not highminded,
but fear: For if God spared not the natural
branches, take heed lest he also spare not
thee. Behold therefore the goodness and
severity of God: on them which fell, severity;
but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in
his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut
off” (Rom 11:20–22).
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the
gospel which I preached unto you, which
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;
By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye
have believed in vain” (1 Cor 15:1–2).
“For I testify again to every man that is
circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the
whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto
you, whosoever of you are justified by the
law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal 5:3–4).
“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God…For we are made
partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning
of our confidence steadfast unto the end”
(Heb 3:12–14).
“For it is impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, and have tasted the good word of
God, and the powers of the world to come, if
they shall fall away, to renew them again
unto repentance” (Heb 6:4–6).
“For if after they have escaped the pollutions
of the world through the knowledge of the
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with them than the
beginning. For it had been better for them
not to have known the way of righteousness,
than, after they have known it, to turn from
the holy commandment delivered unto them”
(2 Pet 2:20–21).
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firstborn of Egypt on that terrible night.
Whoever believed God’s Word was to apply the
blood of a lamb to their doorpost and abide in
the house behind the bloody door. All who did
so were protected from the Angel of Death.
Christ is the true Passover house. He is the one
and only Refuge for those who fear the greater
Angel of Death, that is, the wrath of God that
abides on all natural born men of this world on
that great Day of Judgment. Whoever believes
God’s Word is to apply the blood of this true
Lamb to the doorpost of his heart and remain in
the house, that is, abide in Christ. All who do so
are protected from the coming wrath of God.

“I will therefore put you in remembrance,
though ye once knew this, how that the Lord,
having saved the people out of the land of
Egypt, afterward destroyed them that
believed not” (Jude 1:5).
How are we to understand the seeming paradox
between these solemn verses and the verses
promising the assurance of our salvation?
Among the Reformed there are those who
strongly affirm the verses supporting the
Christian’s security and yet reject and explain
away the verses that plainly show the possibility
of loss. These people are commonly called
Calvinists, as they follow John Calvin (1509 –
1564) in their theology. Then there are those
who just as strongly affirm the verses supporting
the possibility of loss and yet reject and explain
away the verses that plainly show the Christian’s
security. These are commonly called Arminians,
as they follow Jacobus Arminius (1560 – 1609)
in their theology. We must reject both groups as
not receiving the whole counsel of God but
following the dictates of their own fallen reason.


As we by faith abide in our Refuge we are given
many comforting promises reassuring us of
God’s loving protection and willingness to save
us. At the same time our fleshly natural
inclination is to grow weary and to be tempted to
venture outside our Refuge again joining the
outside world with its seeming pleasures and
advantages. Thus, God has directed earnest
threats and warnings to us to keep us from
leaving our Refuge. These words of potential
loss and punishment are meant for our good,
though terrifying to our flesh. In this way both
the Law and the Gospel work together for our
eternal welfare. The contrary natures of the
Christian require God’s contrary remedies in the
Law and the Gospel.

Francis Pieper correctly writes, “He who knows
how to divide Law and Gospel lets both classes
of Scripture passages stand in their full import.
But he applies the Scripture passages which
warn of backsliding to the Christian according to
his carnally secure old man, who is to be
reproved with the Law. And the Scripture
passages asserting the certainty of salvation he
applies to the Christian according to the new
man, inasmuch as the Christian as a poor sinner
should believe and actually believes the Gospel”
(Christian Dogmatics, Volume 3, p246–247).
Israel’s Passover house again furnishes us with
an excellent example of how this works. The
Passover house was a refuge for those who
feared the Angel of Death who would slay all the

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake!
—S Wood

History: The First Protestant Missionaries in India
In 1705 the first Protestant missionaries were sent to India by King Frederick IV of Denmark, who
became concerned for the spiritual welfare of the Danish colony in South India. He searched
unsuccessfully through Denmark for men who would go as missionaries to them. Then he applied to
friends in Berlin, who recommended a young man named Bartholomew Ziegenbalg. This young man
had studied at the University at Halle, and there had a friend, Henry Plutschau. Together they
covenanted, “Never to seek anything but the glory of God, the spread of His kingdom, and the
salvation of mankind.” They answered the call and sailed for Tranquebar, November, 1705, the first
ordained missionaries to the non-Christian world. This was nearly a century before William Carey was
sent to India, from England.
7
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They landed in Tranquebar, July 1706. We cannot follow these pioneers in their work. We can only
point out that they, during the years of their service in India, laid down the plans of mission work
which all subsequent missionaries have found most helpful. These were times, not only of small things
in missions, but fierce opposition and bitter persecution as well.
But nothing daunted, the Danish mission of those early times wrought marvels. These missionaries set
to work to master the language, wrote grammars and dictionaries, baptized the first Protestant converts
within the first year, and in August 1707, dedicated the first Protestant church. They began schools,
devoted much attention to the instruction of the young, translated into the Tamil tongue the Holy
Scriptures, and laid the foundation of a Christian literature, by the translation of Luther’s catechisms
and the publication of a hymn book and tracts. They extended their work beyond the boundaries of the
Danish colony, and toured throughout South India, as far north as Madras, distributing Christian books
and tracts and preaching wherever they went.
Thirteen years were spent by Ziegenbalg in this work of intense activity, and he died at the early age
of thirty-six, in 1719. The great accomplishment of Ziegenbalg is far too little known. Let us do him
honour now and make this wonderful story live anew. The missionaries of this first venture into the
East did a wonderful work. It is hard to realize it at this late day. But it is not too much to say that
Ziegenbalg and his co-labourers, to the year 1837, when the last Halle-Danish missionary died, laid
the foundation for the modern missionary movement and led the way to India and to the East, of all
those who have magnified their Lord and King in service and sacrifice since their day.
Christian Frederick Schwartz stands out as a prominent figure in this story. He loved the people of
India, and for nearly fifty years he laboured incessantly as teacher and preacher, advisor and
statesman. He built up a great work, which before his death, in 1798, had passed into the hands of the
English. We cannot but regret that so much of the work of these pioneers was lost to our Lutheran
Church. The results of this early work are not easily tabulated. The foundation of a Christian literature
was laid. Bible translation was started and successfully done in the vernaculars of South India, Tamil,
Telugu, and Hindustani. Schools and theological seminaries were commenced, and every work pushed
in all directions.
Schwartz and his co-labourers in Trichinopoli and Tanjore, met with considerable success, and more
than six thousand converts were gathered as the fruit of their labours (Lutheran Woman’s Work and
Missionary Heroes of the Lutheran Church). We are firmly convinced that the spiritual gloom and the
lost state of millions of heathens in India should appeal to us, as soon as men are available, to send
them into that vast ripe field. The call for help has come to us a few years ago; and we hope that the
time is near at hand, when we will reply by sending the first of a large number of missionaries to
darkest India—so near to our door and to our hearts.
—The Australian Lutheran, 1917, p46

The Christian Ministry
This article has been written for the express purpose of helping in the enlistment of recruits for the
Christian ministry, and hence is addressed to our parents and boys whom God has endowed with gifts
for the ministry. The situation is alarming. The vacancies are increasing fast, due to the growth of the
Church and the resignations of older pastors, owing to failing health and strength. As we realised years
ago that this would be the state of affairs confronting the Church, pastors in Queensland did
everything in their power to establish a college in Queensland where boys could be trained for the
ministry. With God’s help, let parents, pastors, and congregations do everything in their power to
persuade suitable boys to study for the ministry. To this end consider the following:

8
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THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY IS NOT A HUMAN BUT A DIVINE INSTITUTION
That the ministry has been instituted by God and not by man is clear from the Scriptures. No sooner
did Christ enter upon His ministry upon earth, than He chose the 12 Apostles. For three years He
trained them for the ministry. After His resurrection He gave them the great and special commission to
go and preach the Gospel unto every creature. Again, on the Day of Pentecost, He equipped them in a
very special way for the great work of spreading the Gospel by the outpouring of the Holy Ghost.
Again, not only did the Apostles “ordain them elders in every church,” but when this had not been
attended to in Crete, St Paul commanded Titus to ordain Bishops or elders. We read: “For this cause I
left thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting and ordain elders in every
city as I had appointed thee” (Titus 1:5).
Our Lutheran Confessions state in Article 13, page 215, paragraph 12: “The Church has the command
to appoint ministers, which should be most pleasing to us, because we know that God approves this
ministry, and is present in the ministry [that God will preach and work through men and those who
have been chosen by men].”
Dr Walther says: “The office of the Ministry or the pastoral office is not a human institution, but an
office ordained by God Himself.” Again: “The pastoral office is not an arbitrary office, but an office
whose establishment by the Church has been commanded, and the Church has been bound to it till the
end of days.” Hence we must never lose sight of the truth that God has ordained the office of a pastor
and that it is God’s will that boys should be found who study for the ministry. In regard to suitability,
the pastor should be consulted, for he knows what qualifications are needed for a pastor. Moreover,
the Scriptures themselves set forth in detail what is required of a pastor. Read 1 Timothy 3:2–7.
MINISTERS ARE NECESSARY
Though all the children of God are a royal priesthood, Christians are in need of shepherds and the
Church is in need of missionaries to go and preach the Gospel to those who sit in darkness. Already in
the days of the Apostles, though all were priests, the Apostles ordained special men to be pastors, for
they realised their need. We need pastors in our days. The Church which neglects the training of
pastors digs its own grave. We need pastors to look after our congregations: to exhort, reprove, teach,
comfort and strengthen our people in these last, perilous times. So-called Christendom, to a large
extent, has given up the belief in the world to come. This world with its goods and treasures is
everything. Today most men in Christendom seek heaven here. This life is the be-all and end-all of
their existence. And the result? Misery, wretchedness, world-wide unhappiness, famine and starvation,
corruption, strife and bloodshed. The further men and women of our days get away from God’s Word,
the more they forget about the life to come, the deeper the gloom which enshrouds this world. D. R.
Davies, of Emmanuel Vicarage, London, writes: “Whether we are Christians or not, we cannot but
recognise that we are living in a very strange, disturbing, and critical time. By no means the least
strange or disturbing feature of our present situation is the indisputable fact that in this year of 1946,
which is almost exactly the middle of the 20th century, the vast majority of people do not really
believe in any existence except in this present world. The idea of a world, a life, beyond the grave
does not count. We do not simply take it into our calculations. We just don’t bother about it. It’s a very
ghostly affair anyhow. We’ve got real things to bother about - next week’s rent, which isn’t at all
ghostly; tomorrow’s rations; how to make our clothes’ coupons last, in a world of decomposing shirts
and socks. We are too pre-occupied with real, concrete problems to take any account of a world
beyond this place of time. I imagine that most people, even still, if they were asked whether they
believed there was anything beyond the grave, would answer: “Yes, I suppose so.” Just as they would
say “Yes” if they were asked whether they believed in the existence of the North Pole. But who
bothers about the North Pole? Certainly not Mrs. Jones as she sets off with her shopping basket to wait
in the queue. The North Pole is never taken into account. Nor is the idea of existence in another world.
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It is in this sense that I say that men and women have mostly ceased to believe in another life.” There
is no question, we need pastors to cry aloud and spare not; to preach the Law in all its terror and the
Gospel in all its sweetness. Father and mother, will you give one of your boys unto the Lord for this
great and glorious work? Son, will you, with your gifts, dedicate yourself unto the service of the Lord,
saving the souls of lost and condemned men?
Hannah and Samuel have set a wonderful example to the parents. See her praying in the temple at
Shiloh. Hannah prays to God for a son. This is her prayer: “O Lord of hosts if thou wilt indeed look on
the affliction of thine handmaid and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto
thine handmaid a male child and I will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life.” In His great
mercy God heard her prayer and a son was born. Later she took her son to Shiloh and gave him to the
Lord that he might serve in His kingdom, saying: For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me
my petition which I asked of Him. Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he
shall be lent to the Lord.” And Samuel grew up and, with God’s help did wonderful things in God’s
kingdom. Since then thousands of fathers and mothers in the Church have lent their sons to the Lord
and with God’s help, they have done great things for God, leading poor, lost sinners to the narrow way
which leadeth to life eternal. Will you do likewise? God grant it.
THE GLORY OF THE MINISTRY
The Christian ministry is a glorious work, an exalted office, far superior to any office and work in this
earth. All other offices, all other works are concerned merely with the body; this office, this work, is
concerned with the soul, which to redeem, Jesus descended from heaven and poured out his life blood.
One soul is more precious in the sight of God than all the gold and silver of this world. Again, the
office of the ministry is a glorious office, because it brings comfort, help, and strength to the downtrodden, the burdened, the afflicted, the sorrow-stricken, the suffering, and the dying. Down the
corridor of time ring the thanks of millions of men, women, and children who have been cheered,
consoled, and blessed by this office. Parents, should you not desire to give a son to God, to go forth
and do this glorious work? Son, should you not give yourself, your power, your talents to God to cheer
and console men in their troubles, sorrows, and griefs? Finally, the office of the ministry is a glorious
office, because of the reward which pastors shall receive by grace. Think of it! Faithful pastors shall
shine like the stars for ever and ever in the kingdom of God. My son, have you the gifts? Come; God
wants you to study for the ministry. Blessed is he that answers the all of God and faithfully, in Christ’s
strength, labours in the ministry to lead men, lost, blind, and condemned, to Paradise.
—The Queensland Messenger, 1947, p134–135, 139

Notes and News
Hospital: Since the last Steadfast,
following passage:

have been hospitalised. May they find comfort in the

Read: 1 Corinthians 1:18–29
VERSE 23–24 “We preach Christ crucified Christ, the Power of God and the Wisdom of God.”
LORD JESUS, despised and rejected Son of Man, what shame and mockery were poured, upon Thee
by Thy chosen people and by the mighty ones of the Gentiles. The story of Thine innocent sufferings,
the picture of Thy terrible cross, will never fade from human memory. Never was sufferer more
innocent, never was judgment more depraved. Yet, what wisdom of the Father in heaven, when Thou
didst bleed and die on that cursed cross, on that black day when Hell seemed to win its highest victory.
For Thou, even in Thy disgrace and death, art the Power of God. Thou art His Power to overwhelm
the forces of the prince of darkness. Thou art His Power to lift up our deep-fallen race. Thou art His
Power to satisfy the requirements of His own unbending justice. So Thou art preached to the utmost
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parts of the earth, throughout all generations; and with the preaching of Thy Cross there goeth forth a
power the like of which is not known even in the highest seats of the mighty of this world—a power to
bless, to comfort, to cleanse, to strengthen, to preserve. We feel Thy power within us, a power as of
One who is our loving Lord and God, a power as of One whom we, must love because He first loved
us. Hold Thy cross before us as we journey onward. We know streams of power will come to us if we
but look up to it with unwavering faith in Thy redemption. Amen.
(Moments with God, p22)
— Woombye: On Sunday 29 December 2019, during their Sunday service, the Woombye
Congregation held a memorial for
, who entered
eternal home in November 2019. As
text for the devotion, Pastor Gavin Winter used John 6:66–69. After the singing of hymn 508, a
minute’s silence was observed.
— Highfields: A surprise
birthday party was held for
on
28 December 2019, at the Highfields Lutheran Church Hall. A special privilege was the presence of
After a lovely meal, Pastor Gavin Winter conducted a devotion on 1 Sam 12:24,
“Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath
done for you.” Two truths were explained, the thankfulness the Christian has for God’s blessings; and
the promise he makes to remain faithful to God. Both
spoke. May
God grant
His blessing to remain faithful to Him.
Wedding — Kingaroy: 4 January 2020 was a happy day for
as
they were united together in wedlock. Pastor Gavin Winter took the service in the Kingaroy church,
preaching on Heb 13:5, “Be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee.” Using as his theme IN WHAT DOES A HAPPY MARRIED LIFE CONSIST?
the preacher explained, I. Contentment with what God has blessed us; and II. Firm Trust in God to
guide and care for us. A reception was held in the Kingaroy Senior Citizens’ Hall. The couple intend
to reside in the
where both have
May God richly bless their marriage.
–GLW

Funeral — Kingaroy: Our gracious Saviour lovingly took home to Himself in glory the soul of
on
in Kingaroy.
funeral took place on Thursday
5 December 2019 at Good Shepherd, Kingaroy of which
had been a faithful member. A large
group of family and friends were present, even many who had been
years ago.
Some were present from New Zealand.
The text for the address was 1 Cor 2:9, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”
Pastor Bryce Winter spoke on the transforming power of the Gospel of Christ. He explained on the
basis of the Bible; (a) Its power to convert the lost sinner to Christ; (b) Its power to change a person’s
life; (c) Its power to comfort. For the Memorial Service Isaiah 41:10 was used, which states, “Fear
thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” Let us never forget the legacy
of faith and Godliness that our loved ones who have died in Christ have left behind especially for our
encouragement.
A portion of a favourite devotion was read which was a great comfort to
: “‘Tell God, Thou art
Mine and I am Thine.’ Cast yourself on His faithfulness; sink down upon Him, and, on an Arm firmer
than Rock, tenderer than a mother’s, thou shalt rest.” Yes, sinking down into the everlasting arms of
your merciful God as a weary child sinks down into the arms of its mother, yielding yourself entirely
to God without any questioning ‘ifs’ or ‘buts’—that ensures sweet rest of soul amid all the trials and
sorrows falling to our lot while sojourning in the wilderness of this sin-stained and tear-stained world.
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Pastor Tim Winter, who had frequently visited
in the nursing home, performed the graveside
service. May the Lord comfort all the family with the wonderful victory of His death and resurrection
which guarantees that in faith we shall be reunited with our loved one in the blessedness of our
Heavenly Paradise.
–BLW
The life of
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Funeral — Kingaroy: It pleased our Lord in His grace and mercy to take our dear
to her eternal rest on
Pastor Tim Winter conducted
funeral on 27
December 2019 at Good Shepherd, Kingaroy. He based his address on the beautiful words of Psalm
23:1, “The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want,” to a large gathering of family and friends. Pastor
Bryce Winter conducted a memorial service based on John 3:16.
earthly remains were interred at
the Taabinga Lawn Cemetery, to await the resurrection of the dead when our Lord returns in glory.

13

Vol LV, January – February 2020, No 1

Page 14

May we all rejoice in the certain knowledge that our Saviour knows His sheep and will give them
eternal life, and that His sheep will never perish, nor will any man pluck them out of His hand. –TJW
Obituary
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