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What

Luther S a y s A b o u t

—

Law of God
The Relation of the Second Table to the First. Obedience to parents,
fraternal relations among men, and the duty of love are subordinated to the
First Table of the Law. The Second Table must give way and means nothing
when it infringes on the First Table. To love one’s brother or father at the cost of despising God is
hating God. “If any man come unto Me,” says Christ, “and hate not his father and mother and wife
and children and brethren and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple” (Luke
14:26). There God puts the Law aside, so that I need not obey the injunctions of the Second Table. In
case, however, the First and the Second Table do not conflict, the Law and obedience remain in their
entirety. (SL 2, 266 f)
At Times God May Suspend Provisions of Second Table. The Second Table of the Law contains
the Commandments of love toward our brethren. But when a new commandment is added, as when
Saul was commanded to kill the Amalekites (1 Sam 15:3), then we must become their enemies,
persecute, and kill as directed, forgetting all love, even if one’s own son were to be sacrificed.
So Abraham did (Gen 22:1–10). For the call (vox) “I am the Lord, thy God” (Ex 20:5) suspends the
other Commandment concerning the love we owe our neighbour and the honour we are to give our
parents. (SL 1, 1421)
Now Man’s Attitude to the Law Is No Good. The old Adam hates the Law. But what he does not
like to do he does halfway if he is forced to do it; if he is not forced, and does it for the sake of the
reward and benefit, he does it from a false motive; if he is free, he does the very opposite. So the
world, that is, all human beings, acts by nature. One must be prepared for this. Whoever is to live in
the world and among people will see, hear, and experience nothing else. The slogan of the world is
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not “His delight is in the Law of the Lord” but His hatred and hypocrisy are in the Law of the Lord.
Be guided by this fact, and learn patience. (SL 9, 1764 f)
Acknowledgment: From What Luther Says , Book 2, Nos 2322, 2323, 2337, 2333 1986 Copyright Concordia Publishing
House. Reproduced with permission under licence number 20:1-2.

Trinity Sunday: Numbers 6:22-27 Part 2
(Adapted from Concordia Pulpit, 1935)
Numbers 6:22–27:
And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this
wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord make
His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
thee and give thee peace. And they shall put My name upon the children of Israel; and I will
bless them.
For Jesus’ sake God is your Father. Our text
continues: “The Lord make His face shine
upon thee and be gracious unto thee.” This is
the second blessing—Jehovah’s grace by the
Son.

reconcile a just and holy God? As far as man
was concerned, the situation was utterly
hopeless.
But God in His infinite love and mercy found
and furnished a ransom—His only begotten
Son. Before the gates of Eden had been closed,
a ray of hope was shed into the gloomy hearts
by God’s promise of the woman’s Seed.
Through the mouth of prophecy the promises
of a Helper, a Saviour, were multiplied. The
entire worship of Israel was centred in a
vicarious atonement, and with eager
expectation God’s children accepted the
promise and looked forward to the time when
the “salvation of Israel would come out of
Zion.” To them the frowning countenance of
an angry God was changed as often as they
heard the oft repeated benediction: “The Lord
make His face shine upon thee and be gracious
unto thee.”

Our salvation was completed by God the Son.
“The kindness and love of God, our Saviour,
toward man appeared.” The Father’s love of
the world was seen, became known, through
Jesus Christ. Titus 2:11,13–14: “For the grace
of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, looking for that
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave Himself for us that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto Himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works.”
Ever since the fall of man there has been a
disturbing element in the world—sin. Sin is
disturbing as to its nature and as to it
consequences. Sin is opposition to God,
rebellion against Him and His holy will; sin is
transgression of the commandments of God;
sin is the direct opposite of the very essence of
God. And the consequences of sin are
unspeakably sad. Sin severed the happy
relation that existed between God and man;
thus we lost the righteousness with which we
were created and incurred God’s wrath and
displeasure, temporal death, and eternal
damnation.

And now that Messiah has come, we of the
New Testament can rejoice with the apostle:
“The grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men” Titus 2:11.
“When the fullness of the time was come,
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman,
made under the Law, to redeem them that
were under the Law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons” Galatians 4:4–5. Now
we can bask in the sunshine of the grace of the
reconciled God in the face of Jesus Christ.
How wonderful is the assurance of Jehovah’s
blessing by the grace of the Son!

Man was at variance with his Maker. And
what could man do to redeem himself and
2
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Fully did the Father’s love for man appear in
the sending of His Son to save the world from
its sins.

that God accepted His work. He is our Saviour
because as our Substitute He shed His blood,
1 Pet 1:18–19: “Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers, but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot.”
—TJW

The Son is Jesus Christ. He is called “our
Saviour.” He is our Saviour because He
fulfilled the Law in our stead.
He did that perfectly, so perfectly that not only
could His enemies find no fault with Him but

Chemnitz: A Faithful Defender and Preserver
of the Truth of God’s Word
Part 1– God Prepares Martin Chemnitz for His faithful Work
In Deut 4:9 we read: “Only take heed to thyself, and keep
thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all
the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy
sons’ sons.”
In these words the LORD urges all true believers in Christ
who love God’s Word to pay close attention to how God
has used faithful teachers in the past to admonish us with
the Law and comfort us with the Gospel. If we are truly
grateful for all that Christ has done for us, we will earnestly
want to learn the Biblical Truths that faithful men of God
have passed down to us at great cost and amidst painful
sacrifices. While we don’t idolize and blindly follow these
faithful teachers of the past, yet we are to watch ourselves
closely that we examine what they impart according to
God’s Word.
To the degree that we love the pure doctrine and want to learn more about Scripture, to the same
degree we will not want to forget their teaching, but grow in Biblical knowledge, increase in
saving faith and be filled with a burning zeal for Christ’s Word. In a fallen away visible church
that no longer wants God’s Word, nor does it want to
know, let alone learn from the faithful teachers of
God’s Word in the past, may we in child-like faith not
depart from these precious Scriptural Truths all the
days of our life, but confess them publicly and engrave
them onto the minds and hearts of our children.
Next to Dr Luther, of blessed memory, was the
confessor of the Truth Dr Martin Chemnitz.
He was born Treuenbritzen in Brandenburg, Germany,
9 November 1522. After an extremely busy life
dedicated to Christ and the pure Word he died on 8
April 1586 at Braunschweig, near Hanover, Germany.
3
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At Treuenbritzen his father was a merchant, who dealt in cloth and flax. He fervently thanked God for
the birth of a healthy son and prayed that he might grow up to God’s glory and for the salvation of
souls. At his Baptism the boy was called Martin. Little did the parents realize that one day their son
would be hailed as the second Martin of the Lutheran Church, who would retain and confess
“God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure” and under God become the greatest Lutheran Church father
after Luther.
As he grew up the parents saw to it that their son went to school diligently. At school the teacher soon
found that Martin was very fond of learning and made excellent progress. At the age of 11 the first
great sorrow entered his life. His father fell ill and died. This was a difficult time for mother and son.
Since they were poor by God’s grace, in steadfast faith they put all their trust in the Lord to provide for
them and He did not fail them.
Life’s battle begins
Young Martin still attended the primary school. His
mother knew how much Martin wanted to study, but
where was the money to come from? “Martin, my
dear son,” said the mother one day, “I am very sorry,
but I am afraid you will not be able to study. It costs
too much. We cannot possibly afford it. You will have
to learn some trade.” As she spoke tears fell from her
eyes.
When Martin’s teacher, Lorenz Barthold, heard of this, he made up his mind to do everything in his
power that Martin might be enabled to study. He earnestly pleaded with the mother: “He has been
under my observation for many years, and I tell you that God has given him extraordinary gifts. I beg
you to let him study. You will never regret it.” At last the mother was persuaded and it was decided to
send young Martin to the Preparatory School in Wittenberg.
His heart leapt for joy. Wittenberg! Here he would have an opportunity to see the famous leaders of
the Reformation: Dr Luther, Melanchthon, Bugenhagen and Justus Jonas, and hear them preach
and teach.

He was 14 years of age when he came to Wittenberg. A widow by the name of Kelner boarded him for
a very reasonable sum of money. Here at Wittenberg it was his greatest delight to see as much as
possible of the great Reformer and his helpers. Especially was he pleased to listen to the stirring,
powerful sermons of Dr Martin Luther—the greatest preacher of his days. These pleasant days soon
came to an end. He was able to remain at Wittenberg for only half a year, then he had to return to his
mother at Treuenbritzen, owing to lack of funds. Had God forsaken the boy? No! He was merely
testing his faith.
An unexpected turn
Chemnitz was again at the primary school at Treuenbritzen sitting at the feet of his devoted teacher,
Barthold. The question, “What was to become of the boy?” became more pressing than ever. Then a
4
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relative of his mother, Niemann, secretary of the City Council of Magdeburg, paid her a visit. He took
a great liking to young Martin. When he heard that he could not pursue his studies because of lack of
finance, he was deeply moved and offered to pay for Martin at the Grammar School at Magdeburg.
This was the Lord’s doing. He had sent Niemann in the hour of greatest need. So young Chemnitz
went to Magdeburg. Here he studied for three years, from 1539–1542, his kind relative defraying all
his expenses. So well did Martin acquit himself at Magdeburg that he qualified for university.
How Chemnitz overcomes difficulties
Though Chemnitz was only about 19 years of age, he was ready to
enter the university. But his lack of finances prevented him. How was
he to overcome this difficulty? For him the only way to overcome it
was to interrupt his studies, take on some work and earn enough
money to continue his studies. Martin Chemnitz was endowed with an
iron will and indomitable perseverance. Bravely he faced the issue.
With God’s help he was determined to overcome all difficulties,
comforting himself with the saying: Difficulties are there to be
overcome by God’s grace and power. Since he held the degree of
Bachelor of Arts, he accepted a position at Calbe, on the River Oder,
and though his salary amounted to a mere pittance he, in less than a
year by practising the utmost economy, managed to save enough
money to resume his studies under his cousin, the celebrated professor
of rhetoric, Sabinus. But before long his finances again gave out, and he was compelled once more to
discontinue his studies and go out teaching.
This time he accepted a position as Rector at Brietzen near Frankfurt, on the River Oder. Such
frequent interruption of his studies must have been exceedingly trying to Chemnitz, but he was not
daunted. Here at Brietzen he managed to lay by sufficient money to enable him to enter the University.
Chemnitz is an example for students of our days. There are promising boys who should like to study,
but they have not the financial means. Like Chemnitz, let them in true faith cling to Christ and
diligently commit their trouble unto God in prayer, and with God’s help persevere. He will find a way.
At the University at last
Nine years previously in 1536, as a boy of 14, Chemnitz had come to Wittenberg in order to attend the
Preparatory School only for half a year. Now he came back with a Bachelor of Arts degree and
joyously entered the halls of the University of Wittenberg. At last, the ardent desire of his heart had
been fulfilled. With Jacob, he too had to confess that he was not worthy of all the mercy which God
had bestowed upon him.
Further trials
At Wittenberg Chemnitz made friends with Melanchthon, who
was very kind to him. However, once again his stay at
Wittenberg was but brief. The stormclouds of war at last
broke, and the Smalkald War ravaged the land. As a
consequence the University at Wittenberg was closed, and
Chemnitz left Wittenberg for Koenigsberg, near Frankfurt, for
there his cousin, Sabinus, had gone. There Chemnitz, far away
from war and all its dreadful turmoil, hoped to pursue his
studies in peace. With the help of Sabinus, the industrious
youth become Rector of the College of the City of
Koenigsberg. Soon after, again due to the influence of Sabinus,
Duke Albrecht of Prussia appointed Chemnitz Librarian of
the Castle at Koenigsberg.

5
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As Librarian he received a large income. At long last
Chemnitz’s financial troubles were over for some years to
come. Here, too, in the splendid library of the Dukes of
Prussia he found every opportunity to quench his thirst for
Biblical knowledge. For years he laboured at Koenigsberg
in peace, laying the foundations of his marvellous
theological knowledge which was to stand him in such
good stead later in life. He spent some five years in peace
and happiness at Koenigsberg, when once more clouds of
trouble came upon him.
A great controversy regarding the doctrine of justification had broken out. It was called the
Osiander controversy, after Andreas Osiander at Koenigsberg. Osiander taught that God justifies us
by working good works in us. Luther, on the basis of the Scripture, taught that Christ won for us
righteousness through His suffering, death and resurrection, and that God justifies us by imputing to us
the righteousness which Christ merited for us. In 2 Cor 5:19 we read: “God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them (not charging their
sins against them).” Chemnitz could not possibly be silent against the false doctrine of Osiander.
Together with his friend Moerlin1 he entered the spiritual battle against Osiander.
Duke Albrecht sided with Osiander, and Chemnitz and Moerlin fell from
grace. In 1553 the Duke dismissed Moerlin. Chemnitz felt no longer safe,
and in consequence resigned his postion in the same year. Again he went to
Wittenberg. For the start he sat at Melancthon’s feet as his humble scholar.
But before long he was appointed examiner at the university, and as such had
to examine those who desired to take their M.A.
Next time we learn how Chemnitz taught at the university, became a
powerful preacher, faithfully defends the Truth of God’s Word, wrote many
outstanding doctrinal books, and was God’s chief instrument in uniting the
Lutheran Church on the pure Word through the Formula of Concord and
Book of Concord.2
To be continued.

—BLW

Letting Scripture Speak for Itself – Part 3
Universal Atonement of Christ
Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.1

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men.3

I speak to the world those things which I have
heard of him.2

The kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared.4

1

Joachim Mörlin (1514–1571) himself studied at the same University under Luther, Philipp Melanchthon, Justus Jonas,
and Casper Cruciger the Elder from 1532 to 1536. After a brief residence at Coburg, he returned to Wittenberg and in 1539
became Luther's chaplain. He held various important positions. Even though he had to suffer much for the sake of Christ
and His Word, yet this gifted, valiant defender of the faith stood firm with Chemnitz in his insistence on purity of doctrine
and life.
2
Help is acknowledged from The Queensland Messenger 23 July 1936, pages 102–103 and The Second Martin – The Life
and Theology of Martin Chemnitz by Dr. J.A.O Preus.
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And we have seen and do testify that the Father
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.5

The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I
will give for the life of the world.18

We have heard him ourselves, and know that this
is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.6

As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked.19
I came not to judge the world, but to save the
world.20

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them.7

Men and brethren, children of the stock of
Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth
God, to you is the word of this salvation sent.21

For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
himself a ransom for all.8

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our
sins.22

The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world.9

I am the light of the world: he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life. 23

Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honour; that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man.10

I am come a light into the world,
that whosoever believeth on me should not abide
in darkness.24

The Saviour of all men, specially of those that
believe.11

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.25

Who will have all men to be saved, and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth.12
For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.13

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely.26

The Lord is not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.14

I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain
of the water of life freely.27

And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world.15

And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be
offended in me.28
To him give all the prophets witness, that
through his name whosoever believeth in him
shall receive remission of sins.29

For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.16

Whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.30

For the bread of God is he which cometh down
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.17

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.31

1

Luke 2:10; 2John 8:26; 3Tit 2:11; 4Tit 3:4; 51 John 4:14; 6John 4:42; 72 Cor 5:19; 81 Tim 2:5–6; 9John 1:29; 10Heb 2:9;
1 Tim 4:10; 121 Tim 2:4; 13John 3:16; 142 Pet 3:9; 151 John 2:2; 16John 3:17; 17John 6:33; 18John 6:51; 19Ezek 33:11;
20
John 12:47; 21Acts 13:26; 221 Cor 15:3; 23John 8:12; 24John 12:46; 25Matt 11:28; 26Rev 22:17; 27Rev 21:6; 28Matt 11:6;
29
Acts 10:43; 30John 3:15; 31Rom 10:13
—SW
11
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Voices from the past: The Sanhedrin
It has been interesting to the writer to learn the facts about the Sanhedrin, the celebrated high court in
the Jewish nation for several centuries. Before it our Saviour’s case was considered, and by it He was
condemned as a malefactor and a false prophet. The Jews claim that it was a continuation of the large
council which Moses chose, and over which he himself presided. Seventy prominent men from the
ranks of Israel’s hosts were endued with the Holy Spirit; they were the counsellors upon whom Moses
relied.
In later years, however, the claims of the Jews that their Sanhedrin was the continuation of the council
of seventy-one, have not been accepted. As no mention of any such council after Moses’ death is to be
found in the Old Testament writings, it is therefore evident that the council of seventy-one terminated
with Moses’ work.
The noun Sanhedrin is derived from the Greek word Sunedrion. There was no Hebrew noun to be
found in the Bible for it. This fact indicates that the noun originated during the time when the Greek
language was generally known and spoken, which was after the Babylonian captivity. None can tell
the exact time when the Sanhedrin originated, but it was probably within a century or two after the
return from Babylon. It was really the supreme court of the Jewish nation for several hundred years
previous to the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus. During the time when Christ was upon earth, its
authority was great. After the captivity, its seat of authority was moved from place to place. It ceased
to exist in AD 425, in the city of Tiberias.
Its Power and Authority
The Sanhedrin was a powerful civil and ecclesiastical court. On one occasion it summoned before its
tribunal even Herod the Great, who was acting as governor. “It has the power of life and death. It has
the oversight of all things ecclesiastical.” “This body has authority, first, over all matter pertaining to
religion and the different religious institutions, and second, to give decisions in matters concerning a
whole tribe (when it was accused of having departed from the living God), a high priest, a disobedient
sanhedrist, false prophets—seducers of the people, blasphemers, etc. It determined whether a war with
any nation contemplated by the king was to be waged, and gave the sovereign permission to do so. It
also appointed the provincial sanhedrins, or courts of justice, and regulated the calendar. It inflicted
not only bodily punishments (Acts 5:40), but also capital punishments, as stoning, burning, beheading,
and strangling”—Schoff-Herzog Religious Engcyclopedia article on the Sanhedrin.
From these statements it will be seen that the Sanhedrin was the highest authority existing among the
Jewish people at the time of Christ’s first advent. It decided that He was a false prophet, a seducer of
the people, and therefore must be put to death. After He had been murdered, and the Spirit of God had
been poured out on the day of Pentecost, the apostles were summoned before the Sanhedrin several
times. The counsel of Gamaliel, one of the most famous members of the Sanhedrin, seems for the time
being to have given the disciples opportunity to carry on their preaching of the Gospel message.
The Sanhedrin was comprised of the leading men of the nation. The high priest was a member of it.
Joseph of Arimathaea, and Nicodemus, both disciples of Christ, seem also to have been members.
Pharisees, Sadducees and Scribes, as well as leading rulers, were members of this famous council. It
seems plain that in the origin and full development of this half-civil and half-ecclesiastical council, or
body, a similar process of growth was seen as that which resulted in the Papacy. It was very similar,
also, in its development, to the process now in progress among some so-called Protestants—a mixing
up of the civil and ecclesiastical elements to decide religious questions, and to dominate and prosecute
all who will not yield to their authority. Great claims to piety are made, but doctrines of man’s
devising are in the lead, and the animus is of worldly influence. Traditions are of more real authority
than the Word of God. Pretence and hypocrisy are abundantly manifest.
8
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In the case of the Jesus, the return from the Babylonian captivity and the establishment once more of
the true worship of God among that people in Judea and Jerusalem, by the consent of Cyrus the Great
and his successors, the agency of Zerubbabel, the governor, and of Jeshua, the high priest, and the
powerful assistance of Ezra and Nehemiah,—this was a great and marvellous event in human history.
It was all of God’s providence working through human instrumentalities. But the influence of the true
and Scriptural gradually departed, supplanted by the worldly and the traditional. Great reverence for
God’s authority seemed to be present; but in reality a greater love for that which was popular took its
place. The outward services were kept up, but that true spirit of God was largely lacking. Worldly,
proud men took the lead. They claimed to revive Moses’ grand council of seventy-one including
himself. The council in Moses’ day was composed of holy men, baptized with the Spirit of God: but in
Christ’s time the Sanhedrin was composed largely of men who were ambitious, bigoted and cruel.
During the history of the Sanhedrin, the law concerning the high priesthood was utterly violated. The
high priesthood was often changed in brief periods of time, as the result of political exigencies. No
attention was paid to the laws of the Bible concerning the matter. The New Testament shows how
bitter and wicked were most of the men who made up the Sanhedirn. How similar in spirit and action
was this council to the Papacy and in its awful history! Christ was persecuted and murdered by the
former, and a vast number of His followers by the latter.
Similar influences are increasingly powerful in one day, developing rapidly for the final
consummation. Ecclesiastical tyranny is the most terrible of all tyrannies. Satan himself works
especially through it. To look out upon the broad sea of humanity at the present time and carefully
scan the religious influences busily at work to bring about a condition in many respects similar to that
pervading the Jewish nation in Christ’s time, is truly appalling. The traditions and opinions are of men
in the ascendant. A worldly spirit pervades the religious masses. A binding together for one common
purpose of incongruous elements, is urged by the large majority of so-called Protestant churches, with
appeals even to Catholics to accomplish certain purposes.
What will the end be? Evidently a repetition, just before Christ’s second advent, of Jewish history and
of Catholic intolerance. The Scriptures have warned us of it, and the signs of the times indicate it. Let
us be vigilant.

—GI Butler, The Lutheran Witness, 1911, p45–46

History: A Lutheran Martyr in Russia
Another Baltic martyr has fallen in Bolshevist Russia. This is Siegfried Schultz, a Lutheran evangelist
among the immigrants of Siberia. When the Bolshevists came to power he was put in prison for ten
months without cause but was freed unexpectedly at the end of that time instead of being shot. As
pastors are classified among those exercising harmful professions, he was, after his discharge
subjected to tax upon tax. When he did not pay promptly his few possessions were pawned. Only one
room was allowed him and he and his whole family had to live and cook and study in this single
chamber. Nor could his relatives help him since they had little themselves, and they, too, feared to
awaken the suspicions of the ever-watching Tcheka.
The number of pastors in the Russian Lutheran church has sunk from over three hundred to eighty,
and this naturally imposes a heavy burden on the remaining ones. Schultz was sent by Bishop
Melmgren to assist and encourage the Christians in the Esthonian colonies in North Russia. The cold
here is so intense that travelling in winter is next to impossible. Before the war school houses and
communal buildings could be borrowed for meetings, but at present pastors are excluded from them
for the Marxian reason that they represent “religion, the opium of the people.” So in summer
gatherings are held out of doors before fires of juniper brush whose smoke keeps at a distance the
millions of black flies.

9
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Wherever Schultz preached a great spiritual hunger was manifest and the people came by hundreds,
even Communists among them. They realized when they heard the evangelist that here was no
“capitalist soul-trapping” or “systematic chloroforming of men’s minds,” but the preaching of the
Gospel of peace and righteousness. The joyous singing and testimony of the Christians bitterly excited
the local Bolshevist agents. One of them, an Esthonian named Puusepp, determined to kill Schultz as a
counter-revolutionist. This he did when the opportunity came, shooting down the evangelist in cold
blood, without giving him any opportunity for self-defence.
On the following Sunday the city of Omsk experienced a novel sight. Through the centre of the city
which had turned the churches into movie houses and clubs, through the street where the holiest
Christian things had been dragged into the mud, passed a procession of many hundreds bearing the
coffin of their martyred pastor and singing, “Jesus meine Zuversicht” (“Christ, my sure Defence”), and
“Jerusalem, du hochgebaute Stadt” (“Jerusalem, Thou City Fair and High”). “Sunday School Times.”

— The Australian Lutheran, 1928, p286

An Old Inscription

On an old slab in the cathedral of Luebeck, Germany under the title “Thus Speaketh Christ Our Lord,”
there is inscribed the following:
Ye call me Master and obey me not,
Ye call me Light and seek me not,
Ye call me Way and walk not,
Ye call me Life and desire me not,
Ye call me Wise and follow me not,
Ye call me Fair and love me not,
Ye call me Rich and ask me not,
Ye call me Eternal and seek me not,
Ye call me Gracious and trust me not,
Ye call me Noble and serve me not,
Ye call me Mighty and honour me not,
Ye call me Just and fear me not,
If I condemn You, blame me not.
In an old book are found these words: “Ye call me Master and Lord; and ye say well; for I am.” “Not
everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter in the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the
will of Father which is in Heaven.” To acknowledge Christ in our words, but not in our ways, is to
honour Him with the lips while the heart is far from Him.
—The Australian Lutheran, Jan 1914, p8

The Hindu Homes
Some women have never been out of their zenana since childhood; have never seen a flower growing
or a tree. Others are less secluded. The poorer women, however, move freely in the streets and fields.
The zenanas are due to the Muslim invasion, the Hindus finding their women in danger. The house is
built and every trivial domestic duty is governed by religious beliefs. Mysterious designs are on walls,
doors, and ground. A room is often set apart for idols and worship. Some rich families employ many
priests to “pray without ceasing” their vain repetitions. There is, however, often real affection between
both parents and children. A sacred law code says, “Even though he be destitute of virtue and seeks
pleasure elsewhere, a husband must be constantly worshipped as a god by a faithful wife.” Familiar
proverbs say, “We all agree on the sanctity of the cow and the depravity of a woman,” and “Woman is
a whirlpool of suspicion, the abode of vices and deceits, and a hindrance to heaven.” The Gospel of
Jesus is the only help of the Hindu!

— The Australian Lutheran, Jan 1914, p8
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The Lutheran Church and the Bible

Some time ago I sent a copy of No 2, Vol I, of The Australian Lutheran to a man, a Lutheran from
Denmark, whom I met while performing my mission work. On asking him some time later whether he
had received the copy, I received the answer: “Yes, thank you very much! I never thought the
Lutheran Church follows the Bible like that.”
When on my first visit I asked the same person whether he was still a Lutheran, and would now that he
had the opportunity again attend the Lutheran services, he asserted that he “gave nothing for the names
Lutheran, Methodists, etc.” He belonged, as he said, to the true Church of Christ, and could very well
read his Bible at home. (That he reads his Bible is proved by his intimate knowledge of the
Scriptures.) On my second visit I asked him whether he had read the article: “Why go to Church?” in
The Australian Lutheran. “Yes,” he answered, “and I do not go against the Word of God.” Without
hesitation he promised to attend the Lutheran Services.
May The Australian Lutheran ever “increase more in strength, and confound and mightily convince
the gainsayers, publicly showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ.”

— The Australian Lutheran, January 1914, p8

An extract from a very old letter
Most probably as far back as the second century after Christ a letter was sent to a certain Diognetus.
The contents of this very old letter have been preserved. To it we have the following beautiful
description of true Christians: “They live among the others; but they distinguish themselves before
them in a wonderful way by their conduct. They sojourn in their fatherland, but as strangers; they live
in the flesh, but not according to the flesh; they dwell on earth, and live in heaven. They are
misjudged, persecuted, condemned of all; yet they love all. They are poor, yet make many rich; they
have nothing, and yet possess all things; they are cursed, and yet they bless. In a word, what the soul is
to the body, the Christians are to the world. The soul is in the body, but not of the body, the Christians
are in the world, but not of the world. The flesh hates the soul; though this only prevents the flesh
from giving itself up to its ruinous lusts; and the world hates the Christians, though these only resist its
wicked and corrupt ways. The soul is housed in the body, but it sustains the body; the Christians are
housed in the world, but they sustain the world.”
Do these words, dear reader, give a true description of you?

— The Australian Lutheran, February 1914, p8

A Thanksgiving Prayer
O God of mercy, God of grace,
On all Thy bounties to the race,
On all Thy gifts so good and kind,
We cast a loving look behind,
And thank Thee.

We lowly bend before Thy throne,
For harvests which Thy hand hath grown,
For health and strength of mind and heart,
For prosperous commerce of the mart,
We thank Thee.

We come to Thee, O God of love,
For all our blessings from above;
For all the mercies of the year,
To Thee we humbly would draw near
To thank Thee.

For peace within our nation’s land,
For guidance by Thy gracious hand,
For gifts which to Thy love belong,
We worship Thee in tuneful song,
And thank Thee.
— The Australian Lutheran, January 1914, p1
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Notes and News
Hospital: Since the last Steadfast,

have been hospitalised. May

they find comfort in the following passage:
Read: Matthew 8:18–27

VERSE 26: “He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.”
JESUS, Thou mighty Prince and Deliverer, we can not be afraid when we know that Thou art near.
Hast Thou not revealed to us that Thou art always with us, even to the end of the world? Our lives are
filled with storm and tempest. In infancy our little hearts are tossed and driven by childhood’s passions
and disappointments. In our youth there are the foaming and dashing of our turbulent natures. All
through our maturer years our ship of life must ride the storms and outlive the gales of temptations and
ambitions, of discouragements and failures. Even in our old age the poor beaten ship of our life must
encounter the blasts of this cheerless world. All blessed are we, because Thou art with us in the boat.
In the midst of tempests which try the stoutest hearts among us Thou art calm and majestic. Nothing
can disturb the perfect control which Thou dost at all time possess. Thou canst command, there will be
a great calm. We worship Thine omnipotent power, and we cling to Thee in the storm and in calm.
What manner of man Thou art we know; for Thou art the eternal Son of the everlasting God. Even the
storm of eternity’s judgement must bow at Thy Word; for Thou has satisfied the righteous wrath of the
Judge of heaven and earth. Jesus, we give ourselves to Thee, wholly, in repentance and in faith. Grant
us repose, in our daily life, and one day in the hour of death. Amen.
(Moments with God, p25)
40th Anniversary of Ordination Service — Pastor Gavin Winter: We rejoice that a large group on
Sunday 28 June 2020 from
were able to link into a special service to
commemorate the 40th Anniversary of Pastor Gavin Winter’s ordination. From Brisbane, Pastor
Gavin Winter took the liturgy and from Kingaroy, Pastor Bryce Winter delivered a short address based
on 1 Corinthians 4:1–2 and Pastor Tim Winter preached on Luke 10:16. To commemorate the
occasion, Pastor Gavin had a number of photos which were seen by way of a short presentation and a
special fellowship discussion occurred afterwards. Our thanks go to
for doing such a tremendous job. We thank God for giving us
faithful pastors and we pray that we all may in true faith cling to God’s pure Word alone.
: On 24 May 2020, Pastor
from
Invitation addresses — Pastor
was invited to take the address which was streamed in the church service to
Pastor Gavin Winter took the liturgy and Pastor
expounded Psalm 45:1–8. On
12 July 2020, Pastor
was invited to expound Psalm 45:9–17 to
. Pastor Tim Winter took the liturgy.
A fellowship discussion was enjoyed after the services on both occasions. Again our thanks to the
technical teams for their outstanding help.
–BLW
Worship arrangements — Melbourne: See attached photo
from
This is how Redeemer Melbourne worshipped
when the COVID–19 laws had eased before the recent changes.
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