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What

Luther S a y s A b o u t

—

Law of God
The Law Is God’s Hammer. In no other way than by the use of the Law can
God soften and humble a man to cause him to acknowledge his misery and
damnation. For the Law is the hammer of death, the thundering of hell, and the
lightning of God’s wrath, crushing the hardened and insensate (lacking
understanding, GLW) hypocrites. Therefore the proper and true use of the Law is to fill with terror
by lightning (as at Mount Sinai), by tempest, and by the blast of the trumpet, by a thunderbolt to beat
down and to crush the beast called the delusion of righteousness. Accordingly, God says through
Jeremiah: My Word is a hammer, breaking rocks (23:9). For as long as the delusion of selfrighteousness remains in a man, there also remains an immeasurable pride, presumption, security,
hatred of God, contempt of His grace and mercy, and ignorance of the promises and of Christ. (SL 9,
411)
The Law Is Kept by Faith Alone. Therefore “to do the works of the Law” requires, above all, that
we believe and so keep the Law through faith. We must first receive the Holy Spirit. Illuminated and
regenerated by Him, we begin to do the works of the Law, that is, to love God and our neighbour.
But the Holy Spirit is not received through the Law (for they that are under the Law, says Paul, are
under the curse) but through the message of faith, that is, through the promise…Therefore if you
want to define properly and accurately what it means to do the works of the Law, you will have to
say that it is nothing else than believing in Jesus Christ and, after receiving the Holy Spirit through
this faith in Christ, doing the works commanded in the Law. And in no other way can we keep the
Law; for Scripture says that without the promise there is no blessing, not even in the Law. (SL 9,
337)
How Christ Removed the Curse of the Law. Here you hear that Christ crept into the prison in
which all of us lie locked up and captive. How did this come about? He was a Man full of all grace,
righteousness, and life, nay, He was Life itself. Yet He made Himself subject to the Law. Then
comes the Law, turns to Him, wants to claim jurisdiction over Him and deal with Him as it does with
all children of Adam. Christ is silent, allows the Law (the cruel tyrant who passes the verdict of death
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over the entire human race and says: Cursed is everyone) to rule over Him and permits Himself,
though without all guilt, to be accused and condemned by the Law as an accursed sinner. Aye, He
bears the name and the shame of being a curse Himself and perishes because of the charge, dies, and
is buried. Now I have won, cried the Law. But it did not know that it had committed a shameful
violation, condemned God’s Son, miserably executed Him, and by the death on the cross murdered
Him as a blasphemer of God and a seditionist. Since, then, it has condemned and damned Him who
was innocent and over whom it had no jurisdiction, nay, Him who was the Lord of the Law and the
Creator of all creatures, it must, in turn, suffer, let itself be taken captive, affixed to the cross, and
condemned; it must lose all its power and forever lie under the feet of Him whom it has unjustly
condemned. (SL 5,1360)
Acknowledgment: From What Luther Says , Book 2, Nos 2348, 2367, 2373, 1986 Copyright Concordia Publishing House.
Reproduced with permission under licence number 20:1-2.

Devotion—1 Corinthians 3:10–11
1 Corinthians 3:10–11:
“According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
31 October 2020 marks 503 years since Dr
Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. The 95
Theses were a protest against the ungodly
practice of selling the forgiveness of sins for
money, called indulgences. This began the
Reformation. Out of it grew a new church body,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, because the
Roman Catholic Church refused to be reformed
and clung to its old, erring ways and false
doctrines. We are the heirs of that Reformation,
and that is a very important heritage we have.

the real motive force in the work of the Church
at all times. On his foundation, the basis which
he had laid, another would erect the building.
This foundation was laid by God from eternity,
when He destined His Son to be the cornerstone and foundation of the great Church, the
spiritual Temple dedicated to the Holy Trinity,
and this foundation will remain as the only
foundation, in spite of all the efforts of the
enemies to overthrow it. Until the end of time
Christian ministers, by the preaching of the
Gospel, are building up the Temple of God on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets.

What does this heritage mean? Won for us
through Martin Luther and the Reformation is
the pure Word of God and the right
administration of the Sacraments, giving a clear
knowledge of the way of salvation to millions
of people.

The warning of Paul is always timely: But let
each one take heed how he builds upon it, how
he attempts to construct the Temple of the Lord.
1. We must build on the right foundation, which
is Christ.

In this text the Holy Spirit, through the Apostle
Paul, teaches us how the Kingdom of God is
built: it must be built on the right foundation,
with the right materials, and in the simplicity of
faith.

So, Jesus is the Church’s one foundation. He is
the foundation God Himself laid for the Church
by the preaching of the Gospel. There can be no
other foundation, for there is no other Saviour.

“Alone by the grace of God,” Paul declares, “I
have laid a foundation, and others build on it
(other pastors and teachers).” Note that the
grace of God is placed into the foreground;
without it the work could neither have been
attempted nor carried on. The grace of God is

He is the One sent from heaven to be the
Saviour of sinners. Every single Christian in the
world rests on Him. He is the foundation of the
Church because He gave His life’s blood as the
price for our redemption. Jesus said (John 14:6):
“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man
2
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cometh unto the Father but by Me.” He is the
Rock on which the Church is built. If you try to
build on anything else, you build on sand, and
in the storms such a building will come crashing
down.

Millions have known the way of salvation and
been saved through faith in Christ.

2. We must build with the right material, the
pure Word of God.

“Let no man deceive himself. If any man among
you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him
become a fool that he may be wise”
(1 Corinthians 3:18). Much of the false teaching
in the church has as its source the fact that men
want to be wise in this world, or think they are.
Entire church bodies have fallen because they
wanted to be recognized by the world as wise
men and so they have compromised the Truth of
the Bible and joined with the world. In the
orthodox Lutheran Church we teach everything
with a view to the salvation of souls, and the
Gospel is kept plain, clear and simple, not
hidden among the doctrines of men.

3. The Church must be built in the simplicity of
faith.

Let every church builder build with God’s pure
Word. It means teaching the doctrine the Bible
actually teaches, teaching the Word of God in
its Truth and purity.
This is the basis for the three great principles of
the Reformation:




Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)
Sola gratia (Grace alone)
Sola fide (Faith alone).

In Corinth they were impressed with their own
wisdom. We are still impressed with our own
wisdom today, but we must become fools if we
want to be saved, fools by the world’s standard,
because we trust the Word of God and that is
not foolish.

Before the Reformation, under the scourge of
the Papacy, souls were under the slavery of the
law, the laws of men. Through Luther, the Holy
Spirit restored the authority of the Bible as the
only standard and guide in regard to matters of
salvation. The Bible alone reveals how anyone
can be saved—alone by believing in Jesus.
Salvation is alone by grace: “For God so loved
the world...” we read in John 3:16. This grace is
not mixed with works, as if men must earn, at
least in part, the salvation Christ has won for
them, but we read in Ephesians 2:8–9: “For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works,
lest any man should boast.”

As Christians we are lords over the whole
creation, life, death, the future, everything. The
simplest, least educated Christian among us is a
greater ruler than a President or the Pope—the
lowliest child is a king or a queen in God’s
Kingdom. What does it matter if we do not have
celebrities amongst us, the great, popular and
powerful of this world? We have the humble,
even little children, whom our Lord teaches will
one day inherit the earth. If we are Christ’s,
what more do we need? If we belong to Him
through faith, if He has washed us with water
by His Word, then we do not need to impress
the sophisticated world and show them how
smart we are. We need only Christ and His
righteousness.

See what the workers of God have built on the
foundation of Jesus Christ! With the precious
Truth of God’s Word they have composed
sound and glorious confessions that have stood
the test of time and endured against the fiercest
attacks of the devil—one of the most precious
being Luther’s Small Catechism. They have
composed sweet and pure Scriptural hymns, full
of truth, comfort and joy. Scriptural worship has
been established and books upon books have
been written that reflect the glory of the Gospel.

Without this simple faith in Him, we cannot
build the Church at all. Our foundation is Christ
and with His Word alone, by grace through faith
alone, in simple, childlike trust in Him and His
promises, can we build His Kingdom.

—TJW
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Chemnitz: A Faithful Defender and Preserver
of the Truth of God’s Word
(Continued from July – August 2020 edition)

In 1554 Melancthon had to travel to the Convent of Naumburg. He
asked Chemnitz to accompany him. Unknown to Chemnitz the
LORD was at work leading him to the next great task Chemnitz was
to do. Chemnitz’s thorough and deep
knowledge of God’s Word made a deep
impression upon Melancthon. “Chemnitz,”
said Melancthon, “I would like you to
lecture on my book of doctrine: Loci Communes1. I am often away travelling
with my work. Will you take it on? You will render me a great favour.”
Chemnitz agreed. On 9 June 1554, Chemnitz began his lectures and at times
even Melancthon sat among the audience to listen to this teaching of God’s
Word. Now God moved Chemnitz to devote his life to the study and teaching
of God’s Word.
His studies at Koenigsberg in the Castle library where he had spent the
happiest days of his life, stood him in good stead. His thorough search of the
Scriptures, both the Old and New Testament, his exhaustive examination of
every available commentary, his intensive reading of the Church fathers,
proved of invaluable assistance in the preparation of his lectures.
In 1554, eight years after Luther’s death, his friend Moerlin of Brunswick
pleads with him to come and assist him in his work. Chemnitz was visibly moved by his plea. It is God
who is calling him to new work in His Kingdom. In spite of opposition from Melancthon, God has
decided that this is where Chemnitz must go and has strongly moved his heart to go to Brunswick. As
a result, he leaves for his new field of labour.
At Brunswick he is received by Moerlin with open arms, preaches, and becomes
an assistant to the Superintendent. However, at once he is confronted with a
grave problem. As assistant, his duty is to preach regularly. He is shy and his
voice is rather harsh. What is difficult is that it is hard to adjust from teaching
heavy doctrinal material to teaching the simple, pure doctrine to the lay people so
that they may understand it and enjoy their glorious truths. Lecturing before
students and professors was far simpler than holding the attention of the average
lay people.
Chemnitz is undismayed. With his iron will, indomitable energy and unfaltering
perseverance he sets to work. With God’s help alone he masters all difficulties. By God’s grace
Chemnitz succeeded so much so that in time he was able to hold the largest audience at ease. So
excellent did his sermons become in time that young pastors came and sat at his feet, in order to
learn to preach.
However, not only did he excel as preacher, but also as teacher, organizer, author and defender of the
faith. Particularly did he and Moerlin distinguish themselves as faithful and dedicated champions of
purity of doctrine. Both were tireless watchmen on the walls of the Lutheran Zion. In 1557,
1

Literally it means “Common Places.” It refers to collecting all the places in the Bible where a doctrine is taught and then
explaining that doctrine according to these Bible texts. This was the first formal Christian Dogmatics book (book
explaining Biblical and Christian doctrine) at the time of Luther.
4
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Moerlin and Chemnitz travelled to Wittenberg, for a controversy had broken out concerning
Matters of Indifference. Melancthon and his followers were clearly in the wrong, and they were
strongly opposed by Flacius and Amsdorf. The result was Melancthon only removed a few of his
errors.
A truly noble friendship united Chemnitz and Moerlin.
Though Chemnitz laboured under Moerlin for 13 years,
there never was the slightest friction, for Chemnitz was at
all times faithful, loyal and devoted to his Superintendent.
So attached was he to Moerlin, that though on various
occasions he had received important as well as
distinguished calls from Halle, Goettingen, and twice from
Austria, Chemnitz declined them all. Labours and trials as
the years rolled by only served to cement firmer and
firmer their bonds of friendship. It was a sad day in 1567
when Moerlin departed for Koenigsberg.
The City Council approached Chemnitz to be Moerlin’s
successor. He did not want to hear of it, but seriously
thought of following Moerlin to Koenigsberg and labour
under him as City pastor. However the City Council of
Brunswick did not rest till at last Chemnitz was persuaded
to accept the position of Superintendent. He did so on the
following conditions: (1) The right to preach against the errors of Romanism and Calvinism; (2) The
right to preach against indecency and immorality; (3) The right to inspect schools. The City Council
sent him to the University of Rostock where he studied further to obtain the title of Doctor of Divinity.
But here in Brunswick Chemnitz was to stay until the end of his life, and in all that he undertook
God was with him, crowning his labours with success.
Chemnitz as a Faithful Defender of the Faith
Chemnitz had done outstanding work in the City of Brunswick as
builder of the Lutheran Church, but God had still greater work for
him in store, work extending far beyond the boundaries of
Brunswick, work, as a result of which, his name in the Lutheran
Church was to ring down the centuries till Judgment Day. To this
great work belongs his brilliant defence of the faith against the
Jesuits. In order to staunch the deadly wounds the Roman Catholic
Church had sustained in the titanic conflict with Luther, the Pope,
Paul III, convened the infamous Council of Trent in Italy. It
commenced on 13 December 1545 in the Cathedral of Trent.
This Council corrected some of the most glaring abuses which
had corrupted the Catholic Church for many centuries, but their
false doctrine remained the same. With great craftiness they
restated the doctrine. It was exactly the same thing only in a
more attractive, up-to-date dress. It was not until 1563 that it
was finished.
After 18 years, the work of the Council had been concluded and
the document, Concilium Tridentini, was ready for signing. The
President solemnly rose in his seat and cried: “Cursed be all heretics,” and the gathering joined in and
shouted: “Cursed! Cursed!” No sooner had the shouting died down than 255 delegates signed the
5
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document, Concilium Tridentinum (Council of Trent, GLW), which for all time was to separate the
Protestant and Catholic Churches.
Very soon after this, one of their number who was not a Jesuit, Diego
Andramus of Portugal, under instruction from the Council, wrote a reply
against Chemnitz’s attack on the Jesuits published in 1562. In this reply
Andradius did his utmost to bring as many as possible under the Pope’s
power again by popularizing the decrees of the Council of Trent. As soon as
Chemnitz had a copy of the Council of Trent and the writing of Andradius
and after studying the Scriptures and the faithful teachers of the Lutheran
Church at that time, he sat down to write his reply.
Ten years elapsed before the last part was finished. The
whole work of Chemnitz was called: Examination of the
Council of Trent, and was published for the first time in
1573. It made a tremendous impression. His friends were
overjoyed, his opponents dismayed. Even his enemies
stated: “If this second Martin had not come, the work of
the first Martin would have been undone.” With the
greatest of skill he had stripped the decrees of the Council
of Trent of their beautiful, high-sounding language. By
means of the Scriptures, the analogy of faith and church
history, he conclusively proved that the Church of
Rome had definitely departed from the doctrines of the
First Christian Church, and that the Lutheran Church
was standing on the Scriptures. Even his opponents were compelled to admire the thoroughness of
this work. It is undoubtedly the greatest polemical work which Chemnitz produced, and was greatly
instrumental in consolidating the Lutheran Church over against Rome. However, Chemnitz’s chief
work was the work of peacemaking.
Chemnitz as Peacemaker
After Luther’s death the Lutheran Church unfortunately was sadly divided. One party was made up of
the followers of Melancthon, who for the greater part were Calvinists and desired to suppress the
teachings of God’s Word as Luther had expounded them and replace them by those of Calvin. They
also tried to compromise with the Catholics. To this end they worked hard to gain powerful influence
of the leaders in Lutheran lands. This party was led by Camerarius, Paul Eber, Caspar Cruciger, Victor
Strigel, John Stoessel, etc.
The second party consisted of the so-called genuine Lutherans, and was headed by Flacius,
Amsdorf, Moerlin, Hesshusius, etc. Sad to say, some of these excellent men themselves fell into error
because of excessive zeal. The third party comprised the loyal Lutherans who brought Biblical
peace to the Lutheran Church headed by Chemnitz, Andreae, Selnecer, Brenz, and other able men.
Chemnitz fully realised that this division in the Lutheran Church was a deplorable weakness in the
battle against Rome. He made up his mind, with God’s help, to bring true Scriptural unity to our
precious Lutheran Zion.
It remains to the undying credit of Chemnitz that he sank all personal differences, and that he went out
of his way to overcome friction and misunderstandings. So much did he gain the confidence of those
who love God’s pure Word that he became the leader of the unity movement. Together with Andreae
and Selnecer, Chemnitz laboured untiringly on the basis of the Scriptures to set up a formula which
would bring about the sorely needed unity in the Lutheran Church.

6
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For years the efforts of the followers of Melancthon to Calvinize Lutheran lands
had met with great success. Now they concentrated their efforts on Wittenberg.
The Elector Augustus was hood-winked. He still believed Melancthon and his
followers were good Lutherans, but he was greatly mistaken. In his presence
they pretended that they were sound Lutherans, but secretly it was otherwise.
They approached a person of great influence at the court and found that there
was every chance to gain his good offices in persuading the Elector to espouse
Calvinism.
Indeed, man plans but God disposes. They thought that they would succeed. Now the Elector would
be caught in their net and the last important stronghold of Lutheranism would fall into their hands; but
their plans miscarried. A letter from the leaders of the Calvinist party fell into the hands of the
wrong person and thus got into the possession of the Elector. When the Elector read its contents,
his eyes were opened.
Why, these men were Calvinists and not Lutherans as he had always been led
to believe! Instantly the Elector removed these men from the high offices
they held and appointed loyal Lutherans in their place. Now the last
obstacle to a union of the various parties had been overcome and Chemnitz
could go ahead with his great work without any further delay or hindrance.
The outcome was the Formula of Concord which settled all these disputes in
1577.
It was brought to a conclusion in the year 1580 when the Book of Concord
containing all of the Lutheran Confessions was adopted. The work of
Chemnitz now was to secure the signatures of the various City Councils,
nobles and pastors. He spared no pains to obtain their agreement. To this
end he made many journeys in order to have personal interviews. He did not rest till throughout
Lutheran lands as many as possible had appended their signatures. His tact, winning ways, great
debating ability, humility and love of conciliation were of great value. He was not always successful,
his own sovereign, Duke Julius, disappointed him by withholding his signature.
His Death
Arduous labour and constant care for the welfare of all the churches
wore him out at last. In 1580 already, after the completion of the
famous Formula of Concord, he thought that his end was at hand and
made his will. Part of his will was addressed to his fellow pastors
and reads: “I beg my dear brethren that they to a man adhere to
the Formula of Concord and watch that no alterations are made
by them or others as to the subject matter or the usage of
language; but that they diligently study their sermons and carry
out faithfully and zealously in all due Christian humility and
godly zeal the duties of their office, such as admonishing,
reproving, warning, comforting, the administering of the
Sacraments, etc.”
On 8 April 1586, he fell peacefully asleep in Christ at the age of 63. A truly great man had passed to
his gracious reward. Chemnitz’s marriage had been blessed with 10 children, four of whom
predeceased him.
As we again celebrate Reformation Day on October 31 let us by God’s grace thank the LORD that He
raised up such faithful teachers and defenders of the pure Word, otherwise the work of the first Martin
would be lost together with the loss of many souls. With the help and strength the LORD gives us may
7
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we in childlike faith in our Saviour, Jesus Christ, do our utmost not to depart from this Scriptural
treasure but to see to it that it is passed down to future generations until the LORD comes to take us
home. May we ever take to heart the LORD’s words through Paul to Timothy: “Take heed unto
thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself,
and them that hear thee” (1 Tim 4:16).
(Help is acknowledged from The Queensland Messenger, 1936)
—BLW

Letting Scripture Speak for Itself – Part 4
The Way to Salvation
For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my
sin is ever before me.14

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind.1
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 2

Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and
done this evil in Thy sight.15

On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets. 3

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin
did my mother conceive me.16

If ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned
against the LORD: and be sure your sin will
find you out.4

Fear not: for I have redeemed thee. 17
I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn
thee.18

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.5

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world.19

All have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God. 6

For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life. 20

There is none righteous, no, not one. There is
none that doeth good, no, not one. 7
The soul that sinneth, it shall die.8

For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world
through Him might be saved. 21

Cursed is every one that continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of the law
to do them. 9
Your iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your sins have hid His face
from you. 10

For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin.22

I know you, that ye have not the love of God in
you. 11

Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures.23

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
Thy lovingkindness: according unto the
multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my
transgressions. 12

The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin. 24
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just
for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God.25

Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin.13
8
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And He is the propitiation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world.26

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new. 35

Men and brethren, what shall we do?27

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God. 36

Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.28

We love Him, because He first loved us. 37
If God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another.38

For the promise is unto you, and to your
children.29

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are His judgments, and His ways past finding
out!39

He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. 30
And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins.31
I went and washed, and I received sight.32

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing. 40

I was blind, now I see.33
As many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. 34

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power,
be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen.41

1
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Matt 22:37; Matt 22:39; Matt 22:40; Num 32:23; Jam 2:10; Rom 3:23; Rom 3:10,12; Ezek 18:4; Gal 3:10;
Isa 59:2; 11John 5:42; 12Psa 51:1; 13Psa 51:2; 14Psa 51:3; 15Psa 51:4; 16Psa 51:5; 17Isa 43:1; 18Jer 31:3; 19John 1:29;
20
John 3:16; 21John 3:17; 22Heb 4:15; 231 Cor 15:3; 241 John 1:7; 251 Pet 3:18; 261 John 2:2; 27Acts 2:37; 28Acts 2:38;
29
Acts 2:39; 30Mark 16:16; 31Acts 22:16; 32John 9:11; 33John 9:25; 34Gal 3:27; 352 Cor 5:17; 361 John 3:1; 371 John 4:19;
38
1 John 4:11; 39Rom 11:33; 40Rev 5:12; 41Rev 5:13
—SW
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Voices from the past: Sacramental – Sacrificial
Requests are still being received with regard to the meaning of the terms “sacramental” and
“sacrificial” when applied to liturgical acts in public worship. Although the explanation has been
offered several times in our own publications, as well as in the Memoirs of the Lutheran Liturgical
Association, it may be well to repeat the information in a statement taken from the Apology of the
Augsburg Confession. We read in Article XXIV (XII), Of the Mass: “Theologians are rightly
accustomed to distinguish between a Sacrament and a sacrifice. Therefore let the genus
comprehending both of these be either a ceremony or a sacred work. A Sacrament is a ceremony or
work in which God presents to us that which the promise annexed to the ceremony offers; as, Baptism
is a work, not which we offer to God, but in which God baptizes us, i.e. a minister in the place of God
and God here offers and presents the remission of sins etc, according to His promise in Mark 16:16:
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” A sacrifice, on the contrary, is a ceremony or work
which we render God in order to afford Him honour. (Concordia Triglotta, 388f). Our Confession is
speaking, of course, of the liturgical side of public worship. It follows, then, that sacramental acts of
public worship are all those parts in which God deals with us in the Word and in the Sacraments, as in
the sermon, in the reading of the lessons, in the actual administration of the Sacraments. In all such
parts of public worship, according to an ancient liturgical rule, the pastor faces the congregation, as the
representative of the Lord. The sacrificial parts of public worship are those in which the worshipers
bring the sacrifices of their lips and hands to the Lord in confession, hymn, and prayer. Naturally these
acts are all performed by the congregation while facing the altar; and if the pastor acts as spokesman
for the congregation in any spoken or chanted prayer, including the confession of the Creed and the
9
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saying of the Lord’s Prayer, he will, with the congregation, face the altar. In this way the distinction
between sacrificial and sacramental acts is observed. It takes but a little thought and preparation on the
part of the liturgist to make public worship very effective.
—PE Kretzmann, CTM 1933 p634

Voices from the past: Some Principles of Lutheran Liturgics
1. Those clearly stated in Scripture: “Let all things be done unto edifying…Let all things be done
decently and in order” 1 Cor 14:26, 40. “God is a spirit; and they that worship Him must worship Him
in spirit and in truth” John 4:24. “That no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his
brother’s way” Rom 14:13.
2. The liturgy must always serve as a background and foil for the saving truth of the Word of God.
(No part of the Lutheran service may stand out independently or draw the attention of the worshippers
from
the presentation of the divine truths in hymns, lessons, the sermon, and the Sacraments—everything
must point to the means of grace.)
3. The Lutheran liturgy may never bring any person, either that of the liturgist or that of any assistant,
into the foreground. (It is for this reason that the minister, in officiating in the chancel or before the
congregation, wears his official vestment. That is why the regular church service may never become a
sacred concert, with the organ most prominent. That is why solos, except as parts of larger
movements, are not in place in the Lutheran service.)
4. The Lutheran liturgy should observe historical continuity. (That is why the specific eucharistic
vestments were largely discarded as the result of the Leipzig Interim. That is why we do not have the
adoration of the elements in the Lord’s Supper.)
5. The Lutheran liturgy should observe the sequence of the church year. (Both the music and the
hymns, like the introits, collects, and the lessons themselves, must be in keeping with the character of
the respective day or festival.)
6. The Lutheran liturgy may never interrupt the service of the Word by introducing extraneous
material. (The service of the Word, from the introduction leading up to the reading of the lessons of
the day to the offertory, is a unit which must not be severed by any emotional appeal.)
7. The Lutheran liturgy should not obtrude the element of good works into the sacramental character
of its essential features. (For this reason the good works of the Christians are not to be introduced into
the service as a dominant feature at any point. If necessary, they may be included in the general
prayer.)
—PE Kretzmann, CTM 1932 p940

Notes and News
Hospital: Since the last Steadfast,
hospital. May they find comfort in the following passage:

have been in

Read: 1 Corinthians 2:1-9
VERSE 9: Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him.
Saviour of our souls, Thou incomparable Christ, Thou Peerless One among all the lords and kings: we
need not look beyond the years into the lands of the new heavens and the new earth in order to behold
what unspeakably beautiful and glorious treasures Thou dost confer upon those who put their trust in
Thee. Here in this life Thou dost load our souls with Thy boundless goodness. Forgiveness of sins is
10
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ours and joy, and peace, and assurance that no one can pluck us out of Thy hand; and there is the
delight of worshiping Thee, and of serving Thee; the thrill of growing more and more into Thy
likeness; the happiness of unselfish ministry to others. All these Thou hast prepared for them who love
Thee; all these are ours here in this present time, as we go down the vale of tears, amid the toil and
dust of life’s burdens, amid the smoke and shouting of life’s battle fields. Truly, it is good to belong to
Thee, to be joint heirs of Thy numberless mercies. How tawdry the world’s bright things seem to our
eyes, how shallow its music tinkles in our ears, how dully its allurements appeal to our hearts, when
we have Thee. Only, dear Saviour, keep us so constantly near Thy side that we may never lose our
contentment with the delights of Thy Word and Thy Church. May the sweetness that is Thine never
cloy our minds and hearts. Amen.
(Moments with God, p26)
Corrections
July – August 2020 edition: P47, line 1, delete Jesus and replace with Jews; P47, line 15, instead of
Sanhedirn put Sanhedrin; P48, 15th last line, instead of of Father put of my Father; P49, 14th line from
bottom, instead of To it, put In it; P50, line 14, instead of at all time, put at all times.
Called Home —
:
was called home to be
with
Saviour on
. Because of the Coronavirus restrictions the funeral service occurred
at
, had been valued members of Good Shepherd ELCR Kingaroy since early 2007. In his
funeral address, Pastor Bryce Winter used Psalm 139:9–10, a text which brought
much comfort
during the later years of
, and dealt with Christ’s Gracious Presence for the true Christian.
He explained how through God’s Word it guarantees the certainty of our salvation alone by grace
through faith in Christ. His Gracious Presence works all things for the welfare of His children. Finally,
Christ’s Gracious Presence guarantees His help and care even in the midst of the most painful trial. A
short memorial service also occurred based around Psalm 112:6.
Through
faith in Christ,
bore testimony to His Word whenever
could. Many hours were
spent with
by her pastors, elders, members of the congregation and loved ones nourishing
with
God’s Word. Before
died the Lord gave
that special privilege of seeing the members of
family. In
hours this redeemed, blood–bought child of God, looked not to
works but alone
to the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ for
comfort and strength.
longed to go home to be with
Saviour.

May the Lord at all times help us to be ready to meet Him in true repentance and faith
and take special comfort in the words of St Paul by the Holy Spirit to Timothy: “I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love His appearing” (2 Tim 4:7–8).
Baptism —
Because of the restrictions and difficulties connected
with the Coronavirus, a special Baptism service via Zoom was
set up on
and included a number of
family members and friends.
Pastor Bryce
Winter delivered a short devotion on Acts 22:16 dealing with the
conversion and Baptism of Saul of Tarsus.
played two
hymns and, under the supervision of the pastor,
performed the Baptism
. The sponsors were
11
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was

also a witness to the Baptism.

May Jesus, our precious Saviour, in whose Kingdom
belongs through Baptism, graciously
watch over and protect
rom the cunning attacks of Satan and keep
safe in His loving care
always.
: On
Because of a number of difficulties, Pastor Timothy Winter conducted an
emergency Baptism for
. On
before relatives and friends (some also zoomed in for the service) at Good Shepherd
ELCR Kingaroy, Pastor Bryce Winter conducted a short reaffirmation service for the sake of the
sponsors and for the congregation. Besides two children’s hymns, there was a short devotion on Mark
10:13–16 in which the vital importance of Baptism for Children was stressed as well as its comfort.
were sponsors.
Baptism —

May Jesus, who in His grace has regenerated
by
Holy Baptism, ever keep
safe in His Word and protect
by His powerful arms from every evil of body and soul.
Blessed Jesus, we are here,
Gladly Thy command obeying;
With this child we now draw near,
In accord with Thine own saying:
That to Thee it shall be given;
For of children is Thy heaven.
–BLW
2020 ELCR Convention — Brisbane: The 54th Annual Convention of the ELCR was held in
Brisbane on 30 August 2020. The Convention was unusual in that only a minimum number of officers,
delegates and members of the Federation were present because of Coronavirus restrictions. Members
of the Federation were able to watch the proceedings via Zoom which were finished in the morning
session.
Pastor Bryce Winter conducted the opening devotional service, basing his address on Heb 13:9: “Be
not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established
with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.”
The
reported on the activities of the ELCR over the past year.
An offering on the day was not taken up, but congregations were
encouraged to send an offering through electronically.
A resolution was passed to
The day
closed with a short devotion conducted by Pastor Gavin Winter based on Eph 6:18: “Praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints.”
Dedication of new Church Organ — Woombye: With the help of members, a new church organ has
been purchased to replace the old pedal organ which was used for many years. On 6 September 2020
this organ was dedicated to the Lord during the Congregation’s worship service, after a devotion based
on Eph 5:19. We ask the Lord to bless our hymns and praises offered up to Him in faith.
—GLW
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